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Special Election Day is  
Tuesday, July 12, 2022 

VOTE! Let your VOICE be heard! 
This publication is distributed by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Clerk’s Office 
pursuant to MSB 25.05.120. One copy is mailed to each registered voter 
household within the Borough to inform voters of candidates, propositions, and 
general voting information.  
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Letter to Voters 

 

 

June 11, 2022 

 

Dear Voter: 

The Borough Clerk’s Office is pleased to provide you with the Election 
Brochure for the July 12, 2022, Special Borough Election. Inside you will 
find information on four areawide propositions, polling places, voting 
options, frequently asked questions, and other information concerning the 
election.  

If you are unable to vote at your precinct on Election Day, you may vote 
early or absentee. An absentee by-mail ballot application and information 
on early and absentee in-person voting are included in this brochure.  

I hope that you find this publication useful as you prepare to vote in the 
upcoming election. If you have any questions, please visit us online at 
www.matsugov.us/elections or call 907-861-8683.  

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Lonnie R. McKechnie, CMC 
Borough Clerk   

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
BOROUGH CLERK’S OFFICE  

   350 East Dahlia Avenue, Palmer, AK  99645 
    Phone (907) 861-8683  Fax (907) 861-7845 

www.matsugov.us 
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Voting Information 

POLLING PLACES 

The polls are open from 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election Day. To locate your polling 
place, please refer to the information on page 7.  

BRING IDENTIFICATION TO THE POLLS 

You must be prepared to show one form of acceptable identification, which 
includes:  
  ●  Voter ID Card   ●  Driver’s License 
  ●  State ID Card  ●  Valid Photo ID Card 
  ●  Passport   ●  Military ID Card 
  ●  Birth Certificate  ●  Hunting or Fishing License 
 

If you do NOT have identification when voting, you will be asked to vote a 
questioned ballot.  

MARKING THE BALLOT 

When voting the ballot, completely fill in the oval next to the candidate or issue 
you wish to vote for with a black or blue ink pen. Do NOT use red ink. 
Completely fill in the oval like this:   

You only have to mark the races or issues you choose to vote for. If you mark 
more than one choice in a race or issue, that section of the ballot will NOT be 
counted. The sections of the ballot that are properly marked will be counted.  

If you make a mistake marking your ballot, do NOT erase or correct the ballot. 
Return the spoiled ballot to an election worker and request a new ballot. You 
may only receive a replacement for a spoiled ballot two times for a total of three 
ballots issued.  

CAMPAIGNING PROHIBITED IN OR NEAR THE POLLS (ELECTIONEERING)  

Electioneering is an act that is meant to persuade voters to vote in a particular 
way. During the hours the polls are open, no person who is in the polling place or 
within 200 feet of any entrance of the polling place may attempt to persuade a 
person to vote for or against a candidate, proposition, or question. Examples of 
electioneering include: discussion of candidates or issues, displaying campaign 
signs, bumper stickers, buttons, hats, and other like items.  

NONPARTISAN REQUIREMENTS 

All Borough elections are nonpartisan pursuant to Borough code. Candidate 
party affiliation is not listed on the ballot nor in this brochure.  
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Voting Information 

QUESTIONED BALLOT VOTING 

You will be asked to vote a questioned ballot:  
 If your name is NOT listed on the precinct register 
 If you do not have identification 
 If you choose to vote outside of your precinct on Election Day 
 If your qualifications to vote have been questioned 

 
Before receiving a ballot, you must complete a questioned ballot envelope. Your voted 
ballot will be placed in a secrecy sleeve and sealed inside your completed ballot 
envelope. The information you provide on the outside of the ballot envelope will be 
used to determine your voting eligibility and to update your voter registration record 
with the Alaska State Division of Elections. If for any reason your questioned ballot is 
not counted, you will be notified in writing.  
 
ASSISTANCE TO VOTERS 

Non-English speaking voters, voters who are blind, physically impaired, or otherwise 
incapable of marking a ballot, may bring a person, or if necessary two persons, of their 
choice with them to the poll to assist them in casting their ballot. The persons assisting 
the voter may not be a candidate for office in that election, a family member of a 
candidate for office in that election, the voter’s employer, agent of the employer, or an 
officer or agent of the voter’s union. The person providing assistance must take an 
oath before an election official not to divulge how the voter cast their ballot. Voters 
may also request an election official to assist them.  

Polling locations within the Borough do not have language assistance for voters who 
have limited English proficiency. If you or someone you know needs language 
assistance, please contact the Borough Clerk’s Office at 907-861-8683. 

Magnifying ballot viewers for the visually impaired are available at all voting locations.  

If you have difficulty gaining access to your polling place, or if you have accessibility 
questions about your polling place, please contact the Borough Clerk’s Office at  
907-861-8683. 

Voting Assistance 
A Touch Screen Voting unit will be available at the Mat-Su Borough DSJ 
Administration Building and the Mat-Su Division of Elections June 27, 2022, through 
July 11, 2022.  Touch screen voting is intended for the blind, the disabled, and voters 
with reading difficulties. The touch screen unit allows disabled voters to vote 
unassisted with a magnified, high contrast, and audio ballot.  
 

VOTING BY PERSONAL REPRESENTATIVE 

A voter with a disability, who because of that disability is unable to go to a polling 
location, may appoint a personal representative to obtain all voting information and a 
ballot from an election official. Special Needs voting is available during the voting 
period from any early/absentee voting location or at any polling location on Election 
Day. 

You may vote from the convenience of your home by applying for an absentee by-mail 
ballot. See pages 22 and 23 for more information. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 

Who may vote in this election?  
Qualified voters of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough.  
 
How old must I be to register to vote?  
You must be 18 years of age to vote. You may register any time within 90 days 
immediately preceding your 18th birthday.  
 
When are elections held?  
The Matanuska-Susitna Borough will hold a special election on July 12, 2022. 
Regular Elections are held annually the first Tuesday, following the first Monday 
in November.  This year the Regular Election will be November 8. 
 
How do I register to vote or update my voter registration record?  
To register to vote or update your voter registration record, you must complete 
a voter registration application. You may complete an application online at 
www.elections.alaska.gov or you may print an application and return it to 
a voter registrar.  
 
Voter registration applications are also available at any Alaska State Division of 
Elections Office; Alaska State Division of Motor Vehicles; through a voter 
registration agency to include the Borough Clerk's Office, the City Clerk's Office 
in  Houston, Palmer, and Wasilla; or your local library.  
 
Do I have to register for each election?  
No. If you are registered to vote in State elections, you are also registered to 
vote in local elections, as long as you were registered to vote in the Borough 30 
days prior to the election. Your registration remains active as long as you 
remain a resident of Alaska in good standing.  
 
What happens if I am in line to vote when the polls close at 8 p.m.? 
You will be allowed to vote if you are in line to vote when the polls close.  
 
Where do I vote?  
If you do not know where to vote, please see page 7, or call  the Alaska State 
Division of Elections at 907-373-8952 or the Borough Clerk’s Office at   
907-861-8683. 
 
Is there an absentee voting site open on Election Day?  
No, there will not be an absentee voting site open on Election day for the  
Mat-Su Borough.  
 
If I apply for an absentee by-mail ballot, do I continue voting by-mail 
forever? No, an absentee by-mail application must be completed every year in 
order to receive a by-mail ballot from the Mat-Su Borough. 
 
Do I have to wear a mask/facial covering when voting in person?  
The Mat-Su Borough does not require mask/facial coverings. 
Some voting locations may require mask/facial coverings. 
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General Precinct Information 

What to expect at polling places this year: 

 The Mat-Su Borough’s Special Election will be held on         
Tuesday, July 12, 2022. 

 All 41 precincts located in the Mat-Su Borough will be open. 
 

Polling location information: 

Precinct locations and precinct maps are available online at: 
www.matsugov.us/elections—under the Voting Locations section 

If you are not sure where your assigned polling location is, you have the 
following options:  

 Call the Alaska State Division of Elections precinct locator at  
1-888-383-8683 (toll free) 

 Call the Alaska State Division of Elections, Mat-Su Office at  
907-373-8952 

 Call the Borough Clerk’s Office at 907-861-8683 
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Precinct Locations for the July 12, 2022, Special Election 
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Ballot Proposition 

Shall the composition and form of representation of 
the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly, and the plan 
of apportionment for Assembly Districts, be approved 
as stated above? 
 
 YES  NO   

For a copy of Ordinance Serial No. 22-047 placing  
Proposition No. 1 on the ballot, please visit the Borough’s website at 

www.matsugov.us/elections 
Or call the Borough Clerk’s Office at 907-861-8683. 

A copy of the ordinance will be available at all voting locations. 
To view a map of the reapportionment plan, please turn to pages 10-11.The 

reapportionment map is also available at: 

www.matsugov.us/reapportionment 
A map of the reapportionment plan will also be posted in all Borough Early/Absentee 

voting sites and polling locations on election day. 
 

PROPOSITION NO. 1 

    Reapportionment Plan 

After each federal census and adoption of a redistricting 
plan for the State legislature, the Matanuska-Susitna 
Borough Assembly is required to propose to the voters of 
the Borough a form of representation for the Assembly and 
the plan of apportionment for Assembly Districts. 
 
The Assembly proposes that the Assembly be composed of 
seven members, each of whom shall be elected from an 
election district by the voters of the district. The 
boundaries of each election district are shown on a map 
available and posted at each polling place in the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough. 
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Reapportionment Map 
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Reapportionment Map 
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Ballot Proposition 

 
 

For a copy of Ordinance Serial No. 22-026 placing  
Proposition No. 2 on the ballot, please visit the Borough’s website at 

www.matsugov.us/elections 
Or call the Borough Clerk’s Office at 907-861-8683. 

A copy of the ordinance will be available at all voting locations. 
 
 

Proposition No. 2 

Lifetime Term Limits for Borough Mayor 

Borough code currently limits a person serving  
as mayor to no more than two consecutive full terms, 
but does not restrict the total number of terms a 
person can serve in their lifetime. Ordinance Serial  
No. 22-026 adopts lifetime term limits for the office 
of Borough Mayor and limits a person to serving 2 
terms for life.  Service for more than one-half of a 
term is considered a full term. The ordinance applies 
to all current and former Mayors except that the 
current Mayor would be allowed to seek one additional 
term. 

Shall Ordinance Serial No. 22-026 be ratified and 
adopted?  

  YES  NO  
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Ballot Proposition 

Shall Ordinance Serial No. 22-025 be ratified and 
adopted?  

  YES  NO   

 
 

For a copy of Ordinance Serial No. 22-025 placing  
Proposition No. 3 on the ballot, please visit the Borough’s website at 

www.matsugov.us/elections 
Or call the Borough Clerk’s Office at 907-861-8683. 

A copy of the ordinance will be available at all voting locations. 
 
 

Proposition No. 3 
 

Lifetime Term Limits for Borough Assembly 
 

Borough code currently limits a person serving as an 
Assemblymember to no more than two consecutive full 
terms, but does not restrict the total number of terms 
a person can serve in their lifetime. Ordinance Serial 
No. 22-025 adopts lifetime term limits for the office 
of Borough Assembly and limits a person to serving 2 
terms for life. Service for more than one-half of a 
term is considered a full term. The ordinance applies 
to all current and former Assemblymembers except that 
all current Assemblymembers would be allowed to seek 
one additional term. 
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Ballot Proposition 

 
 

For a copy of Ordinance Serial No. 22-029 placing  
Proposition No. 4 on the ballot, please visit the Borough’s website at 

www.matsugov.us/elections 
Or call the Borough Clerk’s Office at 907-861-8683. 

A copy of the ordinance will be available at all voting locations. 
 

Proposition No. 4 

Increasing the Mat-Su Borough’s Senior/Disabled 
Veteran Residential Owner Occupied Property Optional 
Tax Exemption From $68,000 to $114,000 of Assessed 

Value For A Total Exemption Of $264,000 

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough currently provides an 
optional real property tax exemption of $68,000 of 
assessed value that is in addition to the State 
required exemption of $150,000 of assessed value of 
real property owned and occupied as a permanent 
place of abode of a resident who is (1) Sixty-five 
years of age or older, (2) a disabled veteran, 
including a person who was disabled in the line of 
duty while serving in the Alaska Territorial Guard, 
or (3) at least 60 years old and a widow or widower 
of a person who qualified for an exemption. This 
exemption applies in addition to any other exemption 
applicable to the property. Currently, the total of 
the exemptions is $218,000. 

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough proposes to increase 
the optional exemption from $68,000 to $114,000 for 
a total exemption of $264,000 and provide that the 
optional portion of the exemption will be adjusted 
annually based upon the percentage change in the 
federal Housing Price Index.  

The estimated cost of this change in the first year 
exceeds $2.9 million. 

Should this ordinance become law? 

 YES  NO  
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Areawide vs. Non-Areawide 

All registered voters of the Borough are entitled to vote, but not all 
voters are entitled to vote on the same races or issues. The address a 
voter identifies as their residence address when registering to vote, 
determines what ballot type the voter receives.  
 
Borough ballot issues are divided into two groups: areawide and  
non-areawide.  
 
Areawide means all voters are entitled to vote on a candidate or 
issue, such as Borough Mayor and areawide ballot propositions. 
 
Non-areawide means a voter must reside in a particular voting 
area to vote on a candidate or issue such as Borough Assembly or 
School Board races, annexations, creation of service areas, or other 
propositions for voters residing in certain areas of the Borough outside 
the cities of Houston, Palmer, or Wasilla.  
 
For more information, call the Borough Clerk’s Office at 907-861-8683. 
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Sample Ballot Front—Areawide—All Precincts  
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Sample Ballot Back—Areawide—All Precincts  
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Voter Registration  

Your voter registration record is important. Contact the 
Alaska State Division of Elections or the Borough Clerk’s 
Office to update your voter registration record when making 
changes to your name, residence or mailing address, or 
other information contained in your registration record. You 
can also update your voter registration online at           
https://voterregistration.alaska.gov. You can see if you 
are registered to vote and check your registration             
information online with the Alaska State Division of       
Elections at: www.elections.alaska.gov 
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 What COVID-19 Precautions are being taken for In-Person voting?  
  
Precautions and recommendations consist of, but are not limited to: 
  
 Encouraging voters who have health concerns to vote Absentee  

By-Mail. 
 Masks will be provided to voters and election officials if they choose to 

wear one.  
 Asking Election Officials to not report to work if they feel ill or have 

undergone COVID-19 testing and have not received results. 
 Election Officials will disinfect all areas throughout the day that are 

frequently touched such as: voting equipment, booths, tables, pens, 
secrecy sleeves  
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2022 Other Important Election Voting Dates  

Date Action 

June 27- 
July 11 

Early/Absentee Voting – Mat-Su Borough Special Election 

July 12 Election Day – Mat-Su Borough Special Election 

August 1-15 Early/Absentee Voting for the State of Alaska Primary  
Election 

August 16 Election Day—State of Alaska Primary Election 

September 19
-October 3 

Early In-Person Voting for the cities of Houston, Palmer, 
and Wasilla 

October 4 Election Day  -  cities of Houston, Palmer, and Wasilla 

October 24-
November 7 

Early/Absentee Voting for the State of Alaska General 
Election and Mat-Su Borough Regular Election 

November 8 Election Day – State of Alaska General Election and  
Borough Regular Election 
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Early/Absentee In-Person Voting Information  

 
Early/Absentee In-Person Voting 
Voters may choose to vote prior to Election Day at one of the following 
early/absentee in-person voting locations. Please note, the hours of 
operation vary at each location.   
 
Mat-Su Division of Election   
 
1700 East Bogard Road, Suite B102, Wasilla 
This location is open as follows: 
Monday through Friday: 

 June 27 through July 11, 2022, 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
Saturdays: 

 July 2 and July 9, 2022, 10 a.m.- 4 p.m.  
Sundays: 

 July 3 and July 10, 2022, 12 p.m.- 4 p.m. 
 
CLOSED the 4th of July 

 
Mat-Su Borough Administration Building (Dorothy Swanda Jones 
Building)   
 
350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer (Assembly Chambers) 
This location is open Monday - Friday, as follows:  

 June 27 through July 11, 2022, 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. 
 Saturday and Sunday - Closed  

 
     CLOSED the 4th of July  
 
Absentee In-Person Voting will also take place June 27 through      
July 11, 2022, at Talkeetna Public Library, Trapper Creek Library, and 
Houston City Hall during normal business hours. All voting loca-
tions will be closed July 4, 2022. 
 
 
Voting Assistance 
 
A Touch Screen Voting unit will be available at the Mat-Su Borough 
DSJ Administrative Building and the Mat-Su Division of Elections     
June 27 through July 11, 2022, at the hours stated above. Touch 
screen  voting is intended for the blind, the disabled, and voters with 
reading difficulties. The touch screen unit allows disabled voters to vote       
unassisted with a magnified, high contrast, and audio ballot.  
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Absentee By-Mail 

 
Absentee By-Mail Voting 
To vote from the convenience of your home, you may apply for a ballot 
to be mailed to you by filing an absentee by-mail ballot application  
beginning January 1 of the year in which the election is to be held.  
 
The deadline for absentee by-mail ballot requests to be received by the 
Borough Clerk’s Office for the Special Election is Tuesday, July 5, 
2022. Absentee by-mail ballot applications may be mailed to the  
address on the application or  submitted via fax to 907-861-7845. Each 
person requesting an absentee by-mail ballot must personally sign the 
application. No one can sign the application for you. 
 
Complete your ballot request carefully and immediately return it to the 
Borough Clerk’s Office to allow sufficient time for processing. An incom-
plete application or mail delay could prevent you from receiving 
your ballot on time. If after you submit your application, your  
residence or mailing address changes, please contact the Borough 
Clerk’s Office. 
 
To be counted, your ballot must be postmarked and mailed by Election 
Day, July 12, 2022, and received by Friday, July 15, 2022.  If you want 
to hand deliver your ballot, please deliver to an election official no later 
than 8:00 p.m. Election Day. 
 
An absentee by-mail ballot application is provided on page 23. It can 
also be downloaded from www.matsugov.us/elections, or call the  
Borough Clerk’s Office at 907-861-8683 to request an application.  



 

 

23 

  

 

  

Absentee By-Mail Ballot Application 
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