Peggx Horton —

From: Mike Brown

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2023 3:40 PM

To: Sine, Mary M (DNR)

Cc: Ringsmuth, Katie J (DNRY); Bittner, Judith E (DNR); Sine, Mary M (DNR); Alex Strawn; Kim
Sollien; Peggy Horton; Gerrit Verbeek; George Hays; Mary Miller

Subject: FW: Request for Comment on Geographic Name Proposals: Coffee Spire, Mocha Spire,
Natsede'aayi, Langman Lake, Feather Lake

Attachments: 3050.3 Coffee Spire Request for Comment Mat-Su Borough.pdf; 3050.3 Natsede'aayi

Request for Comment Mat-Su Borough.pdf; 3050.3 Mocha Spire Request for Comment
Mat-Su Borough.pdf; 3050.4 Feather Lake Request for Comment Mat-Su Borough.pdf;
3050.3 Langman Lake Request for Comment Mat-Su Borough.pdf

Hi Mary,

Our Planning Director responded and according to Borough Code our Planning Commission holds a public
hearing on these types of matters. We will also be forwarding this to the Borough Historic Preservation Commission for
review and recommendation. Alex is cc: above along with other staff that will be facilitating the process. Thanks...

Mike

Mike Brown — Borough Manager
Matanuska-Susitna Borough
(907) 861-8689
mike.brown@matsugov.us

From: Sine, Mary M (DNR) <mary.sine@alaska.gov>

Sent: Monday, March 13, 2023 11:54 AM

To: Mike Brown <Mike.Brown@matsugov.us>

Cc: Ringsmuth, Katie J (DNR) <katie.ringsmuth@alaska.gov>; Bittner, Judith E (DNR) <judy.bittner@alaska.gov>; Sine,
Mary M (DNR) <mary.sine@alaska.gov>

Subject: Request for Comment on Geographic Name Proposals: Coffee Spire, Mocha Spire, Natsede'aayi, Langman Lake,
Feather Lake

[EXTERNAL EMAIL - CAUTION: Do not open unexpected attachments or links.]
Dear Mayor,

The Alaska Historic Commission has received several geographic name proposals that we would like to hear
your comments and input regarding the proposed names. These include:

» Two proposals concerning adjacent rock spires in Denali National Park & Preserve: Coffee Spire and
Mocha Spire.

e One proposal concerning changing the name of Lions Head to a traditional Ahtna name: Natsede'aayi.

¢ One proposal concerning naming a currently unnamed lake in the Kahiltna Flats Subdivision: Langman
Lake.

e One proposal concerning naming a currently unnamed lake northeast of Big Lake, next to Horseshoe
Lake: Feather Lake.



In this email, | have attached the comment forms, proposal reports, maps, supplemental information, and the
Alaska Historic Commission's geographic name guidelines for you to review. We ask that you please return any
comments you have on these proposals by April 15th, 2023. These geographic name proposals may be on the
agenda for the Alaska Historic Commission's Spring meeting, tentatively planned for June 6th, 2023.

Thank you for your time,

Mary Sine (she/her)
Natural Resource Specialist 2
State of Alaska/DNR/DPOR

Office of History and Archaeology
550 W. 7th Ave., Suite 1310
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

Email: mary.sine@alaska.gov
Phone: (907) 269-8749




THE STATE Department of Natural Resources

Oflq | ASKA DIVISION OF PARKS & OUTDOOR RECREATION
Office of History and Archaeology
GOVERNOR MICHAEL J. DUNLEAVY %Ogﬁisgg;;g;?g‘ée@“%?_égég

907.269.8721
htp://dnr.claska.gov/parks/oha

March 8, 2023 E@EHVE

Re: 3050-4 Feather Lake MAR 13 2023

. Mat-Su B
Matanuska-Susitna Borough D U Borough
350 E Dahlia Ave evelopment Services

Palmer, Alaska 99645
Mike.brown@matsugov.us

Dear Mayor,

The Alaska Historical Commission has received a geographic name proposal to name a currently
unnamed lake east of Horseshoe Lake in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, north of Big Lake. The
proposed name is “Feather Lake.” A copy of the proposal is enclosed for review, as well as a
map showing the feature’s location, and the guidelines for geographic names that the Alaska
Historical Commission members have established.

The commission would appreciate your comments on the proposed name. To object or to endorse the
proposed name, you must respond in writing. Your comments need to be received by April 15, 2023. You
can respond with a letter or by writing your comments in the box below. Please send your comments by
mail to the address above or by email to dnr.oha @alaska.gov.

If you have any questions about the state geographic names program, please contact Katie Ringsmuth at
email katie.rinesmuth@alaska.gov or by phone at (907) 269-8714.

Sincerely,

}\Mﬁf\i/\/% [-‘i;_/u‘ﬁ/‘fwwj;\-

Katherine Ringsmuth
Geographic Names Coordinator and State Historian

Enclosures

| object / endorse the proposed name because:

Signed: Date:




U.S. Department of the Interior
U.S. Geological Survey

Domestic Geographic
Name Report

1 Use this form to recommend a feature 3. On the reverse side of this form give 5. Return this form to:
name or to suggest a name change. information on the local usage and
authority for recommended name. Executive Secretary for Domestic
2. For features on Federal lands, Geographic Names
coordinate requests with the agency 4. For more information about the U.S. Geological Survey
(U'S; Forest Service, National Park Geographic Names Information System 523 National Center
Service, Bureau of Land Management, or the National Gazetteer Program, Reston, VA 22092
etc.) For the administrative area in contact the U.S. Board on Geographic
which the land is located. Names at 703-648-4544.
Action Requested
Pronosed New —X_  Recommended Feather Lake
Application Name:
Name Change: State: Alaska
Other: County or Matanuska-Susitna Borough
Equivalent:
Administrative Big Lake

Specific Area Covered:
Latitude 61 ©° 34 ¢ 225 “ N Longitude: 14 ° 54 ¢ 276 “ W

Latitude ° ¢ “ NS Longitud ° ¢ “ WS

Center: Heading

Section 17 Township NO04 Range W13 Meridian Seward Elevation

Tvpe of Feature (stream. mountain. opulated Lake

Is the Feature identified (including other names), in the Geographic Names Information System
(GNIS)?

Yes No Unknown If Yes, how is it
X .
listed?

Description of feature (physical shape, length, width, direction of flow, etc.):

Feather-shaped lake, approximately 3700 feet long. 835 feet width at the widest part of the lake, and 444
feet width at the narrowest part of the lake. Total area of the lake is 45 acres. Located East of Horseshoe
Lake, West of Orchid Lake.




Maps and other sources using Other names Maps and other sources using

recommended name (including scale | (variants) other name or application
and date). (including scale and date).
N/A N/A N/A

Name information such as origin, meaning of the recommended name, historical significance,
biographic data (if commemorative), nature of usage or application, or any other pertinent
information:

The proposed name “Feather Lake” is a descriptive name for the previously unnamed feature in
question. According to the proposer, the new name “is a tribute to the local avian population that have
called this area home for thousands of years. With the diverse bird community near the lake, we wanted
to commemorate all species with the name choice. The name Feather Lake suits the body of water in its
shape and abundant avian presence. There is no other lake in Alaska with this name.”

The proposer reasoned that “this lake is one of the only ones in the area that has remained unnamed,
due to the fact that it is unsettled. Since we plan to settle on this lake, we believe that it is appropriate to
have a name for the lake.”

Is the recommended name in local  Yes No If Yes, approximately how many
usage? years?

Is there local opposition to, or conflict with the recommended name (as located)? None reported

For proposed new name, please provide evidence that feature is unnamed: Feature is unnamed in
USGS Map Viewer and GNIS. Search of GNIS shows no other “Feather Lake” present in the State of
Alaska.

Additional information:
The lake feature is surrounded by private land and Alaska Mental Health Trust land. It is not in
wilderness.

Organizations for Consultation:
Alaska Mental Health Trust Authority
Big Lake Community Council
Chickaloon Native Village

Cook Inlet Regional, Inc.

Cook Inlet Tribal Council
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Mining, Land, and Water
Knik Tribal Council
Matanuska-Susitna Borough
Mountaineering Club of Alaska
Native Village of Eklutna

Copy submitted by: Name (first, M.1, last) Title Phone (day) Date




Chris and Miranda Wallstrum

Landowners 02/02/2023

Company or Agency Address (city, State, and Zip)

Wasilla, AK 99687
Copy Prepared by (if other than above) Title Phone (day) Date
Judith E. Bittner SHPO (907) 269-8721

Company or Agency
Alaska Department of Natural Resources/Office of History and Archaeology

Address (city, State, and Zip)
550 West 7" Ave., Suite 1310, Anchorage, AK 99501-3565

Authority for Recommended Name: Mailing Address and Telephone

Occupation Years in Area



Proposed Geographic Name:
Feather Lake
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Proposed Feather Lake Location
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Department of Natural Resources

ALASKA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1310
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

: 807.269.8721
dnr.oha@alaska.gov

ALASKA’S GEOGRAPHIC NAMES
a program of the

ALASKA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

The Alaska Historical Commission serves as the geographic names board for the State of Alaska (AS
41.35.350). The citizen board, chaired by the Lt. Governor, reviews names proposed for lakes, streams,
mountains, and other physical features in the state. The commission coordinates its program with the U.S.
Board on Geographic Names. The commission has established a process to consider proposals, as has the
federal board. It takes at least a year to name a geographic feature.

In 1982 the State of Alaska enacted a law urging the state geographic names board to consider Alaska Native
place names for geographic features in the state that have not previously been named, using Native language
writing systems accepted by the Alaska Native Language Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks.

The U.S. Board on Geographic Names has a policy to identify a single official name and spelling for each
geographic feature. One or more variant names can be identified if needed for clarity or reference. A variant
is any current or historic name or spelling for a geographic feature other than the official name. It might
appear on maps in parentheses following the official name.

To propose an official name for a geographic feature, an application is made to the Alaska Historical
Commission. The form is available at:
http://www.dnr.alaska.gov/Assets/uploads/DNRPublic/parks/oha/designations/AK geographicname_app.pdf or
from the Office of History & Archaeology, 550 West 7" Ave., Suite 1310, Anchorage, AK 99501,
907.269.8721. The complete application and supporting material should be mailed, delivered to the office, or
sent by email to dnr.oha@alaska.gov.

All proposals must be accompanied by a map showing U.S. Geological Survey information and identifying
clearly the feature to be named. Additional maps are encouraged that show the immediate area around the
feature to be named, or show the feature in relation to major geographic features, communities, and roads as
appropriate. Photographs and other identifying aids are useful but are not required.

Evidence of local support is encouraged. These might be letters, petitions, newspaper articles, and letters to
the editor, showing public awareness and endorsement of the proposed name. The proposer must establish that
property owners of the feature or close to it have been made aware of the name proposal and given a chance to
comment.



GUIDELINES

In the review of a proposed name, the Alaska Historical Commission uses the following guidelines and the
policies of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names (Principles, Policies, and Procedures for Domestic
Geographic Names, http://geonames.usgs.cov/domestic/policies.htm). A proposal must identify the type of
proposed name from the categories below, address the special conditions, and establish why the feature needs

an official name.

Local usage

Active local use is the single, best reason to name a geographic feature. Local usage refers to a name
for a geographic feature that has evolved over a period of years, is called that name by the community
or area as a whole, and is supported by local petitions, oral histories, documents, or other publications.
A feature named by the applicant is not considered local usage, even when the applicant has called the
feature by that name for a number of years.

The Alaska Historical Commission encourages the proposer to:

include evidence of common verbal or written usage of the proposed name, such as petitions
signed by local residents, resolutions, or letters of support for the proposed name from local
government entities and community groups

Descriptive names (includes features named by applicant)
The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that:
the name is relevant and descriptive of the feature
the name is not in use elsewhere in the region (unless for a related feature)
the name is in good taste and not frivolous

the name has been used for a minimum of five years and evidence is provided of the use
the property owners of the feature and those living adjacent to it have been notified of the
proposed name and given a chance to comment on it

Alaska Native names
The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that:
the name is or was in common local use and that use is documented
the name is linguistically appropriate to the area in which it is to be applied
the land owner has been notified of the proposed name and given a chance to comment on it

there has been consultation on the spelling and use of diacritical marks (special marks not
normally used in the English alphabet) with all Native groups in the area and with the Alaska
Native Language Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks



Commemorative names (please read the special section)
The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that:

the individual has been deceased for five (5) years and evidence of this (such as an obituary
and biography) is provided

the individual made a significant, acknowledged contribution over time to the community o
state

the individual had a direct association with the feature for a period of years

there is local support by residents and local authorities as evidenced by including letters,
petitions, and resolutions

Historical names
The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that:
the proposed name was in common local use and that use is documented
the name is clearly associated with the area

Name changes

The Alaska Historical Commission is reluctant to change existing names, but will consider doing so if
the proposer demonstrates a compelling reason and if there is local support for the change. It has been
shown that changing long-standing names can cause confusion and unforeseen costs.

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish, as appropriate, that:
the current official name is derogatory to a racial, ethnic, gender, or religious group
the current official name is duplicative and causing confusion

the current official name is not spelled correctly

there is extensive local support by local authorities and residents for the name proposed and
the name change as evidenced by letters, local petitions, and resolutions from local
government entities and organizations

the property owners of the feature and adjacent to it have been notified of the proposed name
and given a chance to comment

Names in wilderness areas (including wilderness study areas)

The Alaska Historical Commission does not approve names for natural features in federally designated
wilderness areas or study areas unless the proposer demonstrates that an exception is warranted.

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that:



there is an overriding need to name the feature (such as for purposes of safety, education, or
area administration)

the land manager has been consulted and provided the opportunity to comment on the
proposed name

Associative names

The Alaska Historical Commission accepts, in fact encourages, using the same name for features
related to each other, such as forks of a river or a creek that comes from a glacier.

The Alaska Historical Commission asks to proposer to establish:

the relationship between the two features using maps

the property owners of the features and those adjacent to them have been notified of the proposed
name and given a chance to comment

the provisions for descriptive, commemorative, Alaska Native, wilderness and other categories are
addressed as well

COMMEMORATIVE NAMES

A commemorative name of a geographic feature is to honor and recognize an individual who has made an
outstanding or noteworthy contribution to an area or the state, or is a national or international figure. A
commemorative name might be for an event. A commemorative place name is not intended to memorialize a
family member, friend, pet or animal.

Proposals containing a given name (first or last) or nickname of an individual are considered commemorative.
The full name of a person as part of a geographic name normally is not approved unless surname use alone
would be ambiguous.

The person must have been deceased for at least five (5) years before the Alaska Historical Commission will
consider a commemorative name proposal. An obituary or biography of the individual must be part of the
proposal. The information should establish the individual’s direct association with the feature, and that the
individual made a significant contribution to the area in which the feature is located.

Direct association. To commemorate an event, it should have occurred at or near the feature or have had an
impact on the region or state. To commemorate a person, the individual should have been physically present
at or near the feature for a number of years, or engaged in some activity that affected the feature. A person's
death on or at a feature, such as a mountaineering accident or plane crash, or the ownership of land adjacent to
or of the feature, and recreational use or visits to a feature do not normally meet this criterion.

Significance. The proposer must establish why the event or individual is particularly worthy of recognition.
The importance of an event can be in the social, political, economic, scientific, or cultural areas. The
contribution of an individual must be notable, of consequence, and have had an impact on the community,

4



region or state. A significant contribution is an extraordinary effort, achievement, or impact. It may come
from the individual's work, professional or civic activities, and can be in the social, political, economic,
scientific, or cultural areas. The contribution should have benefitted Alaskans beyond the individual's
immediate circle of family and friends. Generally, these individuals will have been recognized through a letter
of thanks from the Governor or Legislature, certificates of appreciation from an agency or group, awards,
newspaper articles featuring the contribution made, dedication of local man-made features (park, street,
garden, building), and the like. The individual might be a historical figure.

Features in Alaska can be named for events of significance nationally or internationally. Features also can be
named for persons who made a significant contribution nationally or internationally, especially if the
contribution was exceptional and unique. In such instances, the requirement of direct association does not
need to be met, but the other requirements for commemorative names must be met.

Commemorative name proposals must demonstrate local residents have been advised of the proposal.
Proposals should include evidence of local support by local authorities and residents attesting to the
individual's association with the feature and significant contribution locally, to the state or nation, or
internationally.

GEOGRAPHIC NAMING PROCESS

Upon receipt, a name proposal is reviewed for completeness. If necessary, the applicant is asked for additional
information. Of particular concern is that adjacent land owners have been advised of the proposed name and
had a chance to comment on it.

A Domestic Geographic Name Report (a U.S. Board on Geographic Names form) is prepared and sent with a
map and supporting information to relevant Native groups, public land managers, local governments, and other
interested parties and local media for comment on the proposed name. For proposed Native names, the Alaska
Native Language Center at the University of Alaska Fairbanks is consulted. Interested parties might include
local civic groups, historical organizations, pilot associations, and outdoor groups.

The Alaska Historical Commission members receive the report, map, and all public input before discussing
and acting to approve or not approve a proposed name. The nine-member commission meets at least two
times a year. Commission members reference these guidelines in their formal action. The applicant is notified
of the meeting at which the commission will consider their proposed name and provided with copies of
comments received from reviewers. Every meeting has a public comment period when an applicant and others
interested in the proposed name can address commission members. Place names approved by the Alaska
Historical Commission are official for the State of Alaska.

Following the meeting, applicants are notified in writing of the Alaska Historical Commission’s action on their
proposal. Unless tabled, the Domestic Geographic Name Report, all comments received, and record of the
commission’s action are sent to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names. Staff there also have a review process
before the board considers and votes on a proposed name. The USBGN is the final word on choice, spelling,
and official use of the place names in the U.S. Its approval makes a name official nationally. The name is
entered in the Geographic Name Information System (GNIS), http://geonames.usgs.gov/domestic/. When a




federal map is revised and updated an effort is made to add the name, but approval does not guarantee a name
will appear on USGS and other federal maps.

The Alaska Office of History & Archaeology has a program managér for geographic names who can answer
questions or provide additional information.

[AHC adopted 12.8.2015]

[Link updates 04.05.2017]





