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  MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
Office of the Borough Manager 

350 East Dahlia Avenue • Palmer, AK  99645 
Phone (907) 861-8689 • Fax (907) 861-8669 

Mike.Brown@matsugov.us 
 
 

MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  June 14, 2023 
TO:  Mayor and Assembly 
FROM:  Michael Brown, Borough Manager 
RE:  Manager’s Weekly Post 
 
Fiscal Year 2022 Citizens’ Financial Report: The FY22 Citizens’ Financial Report (aka the Popular 
Annual Financial Report or PAFR) is now available online at 
https://ecommerce.matsugov.us/cdn/Documents/FY22%20PAFR.pdf.  
 
State Forestry Stewardship Program: The Alaska forest stewardship program for private 
landowners with forest concerns is available on the Division of Forestry & Fire Protection website 
here: https://forestry.alaska.gov/stewardship/. With Federal assistance from the U.S. Forest 
Service, the State can provide technical assistance to develop plans to address forest health on 
private lands. There are also grant opportunities with a 50% match requirement to implement 
the specific forest health plans for forests on private lands. Also, attached is Helge Eng’s follow-
up letter to his presentation on June 6. Of the State salvage sales over the past five years, none 
have occurred in the Mat-Su Borough. 
 
Planning Major Milestones:  
 

Assembly Directed Code Changes 

Code Description Sponsor Assembly Public Hearing 

8.55 Remote Exemption Bernier June 20, 2023 

17.55 Setback Amendments Yundt/Tew July 18, 2023 

17.11 Sex Offender Exclusion Zones Bernier July 18, 2023 

17.05 Essential Services Utilities Standards Yundt/Hale August 15, 2023 

17.59 Standardize definitions for lake management 
regulations 

Yundt/Hale TBD 

Title 23 Agricultural Conveyances (Land Management) Manager 2024 

17.73 Overhaul of multi-family code Yundt TBD 

15.24 Lake management plan implementation 
process update 

Yundt June 6, 2023 

17.30 Gravel Amendments Tew May 16, 2023 

mailto:Mike.Brown@matsugov.us
https://ecommerce.matsugov.us/cdn/Documents/FY22%20PAFR.pdf
https://forestry.alaska.gov/stewardship/


Providing Outstanding Borough Services to the Matanuska-Susitna Community 

   Page 2 of 2 

Public Affairs Media Flyover:  
 
Forestry 

 Mat-Su forests in poor shape, forestry say. Good news: Beetle infestation is waning 

Frontiersman 

 
Arctic Winter Games 

 Wasilla joins Mat-Su 2024 AWG as Partner Sponsor, strengthening commitment to 
community and sport 

Frontiersman 

 
MSBSD 

 Controversial MSBSD policy changes bring out people from all sides during latest school 
board meeting 

Frontiersman 

 
Trails 

 Popular Settlers Bay Coastal Park opens a new entrance..and new land 

Frontiersman 

 
Emergency Services 

 Boeve named Emergency Manager of the Year 

ADN 

 
Assembly 

 Unpopular gravel ordinance dead on arrival after borough mayor veto 

Frontiersman 

 Gravel ordinance fails 

KTNA 

 
Fisheries 

 Alaska Board of Fisheries meeting on June 23 

ADN 
 

 
 

https://www.frontiersman.com/news/mat-su-forests-in-poor-shape-foresters-say-good-news-beetle-infestation-is-waning/article_9248ba9e-05b3-11ee-bc8a-d7e4f379475b.html
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/wasilla-joins-mat-su-2024-awg-as-partner-sponsor-strengthening-commitment-to-community-and-sport/article_6c9eb820-0581-11ee-9b43-5bfda3424ee1.html#tncms-source=infinity-scroll-summary-sticky-siderail-latest
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/wasilla-joins-mat-su-2024-awg-as-partner-sponsor-strengthening-commitment-to-community-and-sport/article_6c9eb820-0581-11ee-9b43-5bfda3424ee1.html#tncms-source=infinity-scroll-summary-sticky-siderail-latest
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/controversial-msbsd-policy-changes-bring-out-people-from-all-sides-during-latest-school-board-meeting/article_ee6c7fee-067c-11ee-982a-ef3d2f0ef3df.html#tncms-source=infinity-scroll-summary-sticky-siderail-latest
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/controversial-msbsd-policy-changes-bring-out-people-from-all-sides-during-latest-school-board-meeting/article_ee6c7fee-067c-11ee-982a-ef3d2f0ef3df.html#tncms-source=infinity-scroll-summary-sticky-siderail-latest
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/popular-settlers-bay-coastal-park-opens-a-new-entrance----and-new-land/article_b7901a16-04e8-11ee-a7e1-cffd1d9285f3.html#tncms-source=infinity-scroll-summary-sticky-siderail-latest
https://www.youralaskalink.com/community_news/hometown-heroes-boeve-named-emergency-manager-of-the-year/article_662cb512-0939-11ee-a6f1-7b70d54e35dd.html
https://www.alaskasnewssource.com/2023/06/08/unpopular-gravel-ordinance-dead-arrival-after-borough-mayor-veto/
https://ktna.org/2023/06/gravel-ordinance-fails/
https://aksportingjournal.com/alaska-board-of-fisheries-meeting-on-june-23/


Department of Natural Resources 
 

Division of Forestry & Fire Protection 
[PROGRAM] 

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1450 
Anchorage, AK  99501-3561 

Main: 907.269-8463 
Fax: 907-269-8931 
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June 12, 2023 
 
Michael Brown 
Borough Manager 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
350 E. Dahlia Avenue 
Palmer, Alasak 99645 
 
RE: Questions from June 6, 2023 Assembly Hearing 
 
Dear Mr. Brown, 
 
The following are responses from Division of Forestry and Fire Protection staff to questions asked by 
Assembly members in the meeting on June 6th:  
 
How many timber sales does the state produce? The state sold 23 timber sales in 2022. 

 
How many salvage sales? A summary of salvage sales for the last five years are attached. Note the two 
separate sections: Salvage Sales under Alaska Statutes 38.05.117 and Salvage Sales under Alaska Statutes 
38.05.115 or Alaska Statutes 38.05.120.  The latter is where “salvage” appears in the name but the sale went 
out as either small negotiated (.115) or competitive bid (.120).    
 
Also of note, in addition to the commercial timber sales in the Mat-Su, since 2020 we have sold 34 personal 
use sales of beetle killed trees in the Mat-Su. Most are used for firewood but a few have been for sawlogs 
and a few for house/cabin logs.  
 
Sincerely, 

 
Helge Eng 
Director, Division of Forestry and Fire Protection 
  



 

 

July 22, 2019 
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Attachment. Summary of salvage timber sales. 

 
 
 




