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          MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
Office of the Borough Manager 

350 East Dahlia Avenue • Palmer, AK  99645 
Phone (907) 861-8689 • Fax (907) 861-8669 

Mike.Brown@matsugov.us 
 
 

 
MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  June 28, 2023 
TO:  Mayor and Assembly 
FROM:  Michael Brown, Borough Manager 
RE:  Manager’s Weekly Post 
 
Matanuska Townsite Cleanup: The Matanuska Townsite cleanup was completed the week of July 13. 
All trash was hauled. There were a total of 10 trash loads of approx. 63.4 tons of trash. At the site, there 
are still several piles of covered hazardous waste. The EPA contractor indicated that those will be covered 
for now. They will return in September to haul those away. There are also a number of vehicles at the site 
that still need to be removed. Overall, the cleanup was very successful. Here are a few pictures showing 
the improved area: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Port MacKenzie Rail Extension Farm Values: The Borough hired Black-Smith, Bethard & Carlson, 
LLC, to appraise the value of two farms acquired for the Port MacKenzie Rail Extension project in 
2013. The first appraisal report was received on June 7, 2023, for an appraisal value of 
$1,297,000, known as the Byler Farm (Parcel 32). The second appraisal report was received on 
June 26, 2023, for an appraised value of $1,350,000, known as the Hecker Farm (Parcel 31).   
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Public Affairs Media Flyover:  
 
Assembly  

 Actions taken during June 20 Assembly Meeting 

Frontiersman 

Planning Commission  

 Commission votes against waterbody buffer setback changes 

Frontiersman 

Fisheries 

 ADF&G Board of Fisheries hosts workgroup session 

Alaska News Source 

Alaska Employment 

 May unemployment drops below national rate 

Alaska Business Magazine 

Mat-Su Growth 

 Mat-Su Leads the state in new single-family home construction 

Alaska News Source 

Non-Profit 

 Mat-Su Health Foundation awards over $240,000 in grants to local organizations 

Frontiersman 

 Only one store that recycles building materials in fast-growing Mat-Su 

ADN 

Law-Enforcement 

 AST, APD issue joint statement dispelling rumor of a serial Killer in Mat-Su and 
Anchorage 

Frontiersman 

Mat-Su History 

 MSB Historical Preservation Commission is holding a series of public outreach meetings 

Frontiersman 

 
Top Facebook Posts for June 

 Trail Etiquette Reminder 

-Reach: 209,278 / Reactions: 1.2k positive, 0 negative / Shares: 213 
 Remember to wear life preservers while recreating 

-Reach: 8,492 / Reactions: 162 positive, 0 negative / Shares: 17 
 June 7 Assembly Meeting pics 

-Reach: 8,234 / Reactions: 128 positive, 1 negative / Shares: 22 
 

https://www.frontiersman.com/news/governor-leaves-mat-su-priorities-intact-in-veto-actions-borough-assembly-told/article_c707075c-108c-11ee-b5fe-dfd460d418ec.html
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/governor-leaves-mat-su-priorities-intact-in-veto-actions-borough-assembly-told/article_c707075c-108c-11ee-b5fe-dfd460d418ec.html
https://www.alaskasnewssource.com/video/2023/06/24/adfg-board-fisheries-hosts-workgroup-session/
http://akbizmag.com/industry/government/alaska-employment-may-unemployment-drops-below-national-rate/
https://www.alaskasnewssource.com/2023/06/23/mat-su-leads-state-new-single-family-home-construction/
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/mat-su-health-foundation-awards-over-240-000-in-grants-to-local-organizations/article_e0ffffba-117c-11ee-a68f-bf92ef8901d1.html
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/mat-su/2023/06/25/theres-only-one-store-that-recycles-building-materials-in-fast-growing-mat-su-now-that-store-needs-to-grow-too/
https://www.anchoragepress.com/news/ast-apd-issue-joint-statement-dispelling-rumor-of-serial-killer-in-southcentral/article_314b807a-10c9-11ee-8cd5-ab2c4f23f562.html
https://www.anchoragepress.com/news/ast-apd-issue-joint-statement-dispelling-rumor-of-serial-killer-in-southcentral/article_314b807a-10c9-11ee-8cd5-ab2c4f23f562.html
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/it-s-about-what-we-know-and-how-it-s-all-connected-preserving-the-history/article_e963dfea-14a2-11ee-8a1c-7b130bc536a1.html
https://www.facebook.com/MatSuBorough/posts/pfbid033GfRLjgDAYCHMCyBhQxqtpAacEecvgo9NBHAMFffKeZV64i5QX96mM63WDow1VEnl
https://www.facebook.com/MatSuBorough/posts/pfbid02uqB2Sm5ZLdrccKJoeKpAR6j1FvCWjzsTm4N8Tkm5vfkYmXGSK3xtDUNT7WjKCBeXl
https://www.facebook.com/MatSuBorough/posts/pfbid02AaqTd7y2PFM5SuZpaJraEVu2vVNHfzK97kuuJ3vJ11AQEVxGRt7cifmuFGmmoznql

