
Providing Outstanding Borough Services to the Matanuska-Susitna Community 

   Page 1 of 2 

                     MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
Office of the Borough Manager 

350 East Dahlia Avenue • Palmer, AK  99645 
Phone (907) 861-8689 • Fax (907) 861-8669 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  April 10, 2024 
TO:  Mayor and Assembly 
FROM:  Michael Brown, Borough Manager 
RE:  Manager’s Weekly Post 
 
Alaska DPS/State Troopers Community Meeting re Chickaloon Tribal Police Department: On 
April 9, 2024, a Community Meeting was held at the Sutton Elementary School for the Alaska 
State Troopers to discuss the details wherein the Alaska Department of Public Safety (DPS) plans 
to grant limited special commissions to law enforcement officers employed by the Chickaloon 
Tribal Police Department. Each officer will be required to be a certified State of Alaska Officer but 
will not be required to attend the State Trooper Academy because they have already met the 
requirements to become a police officer. The special commission authority will allow the 
Chickaloon officers to enforce certain State of Alaska criminal laws involving anyone inside a 
limited geographic area (approximately mile 66/Kings River to mile 88/Puritan trailhead along 
the Glenn Highway), see attachment. This area is identified as a Census Designated Place (CDP), 
which is outlined on the attached map. It will also include 11 other Chickaloon Tribal properties 
outside the CDP which are identified on the attached DPS information paper.  Any criminal arrests 
will be remanded to a State of Alaska pretrial facility and will be prosecuted by a State of Alaska 
prosecutor in a State of Alaska court.  
 
Captain Andrew Gorn, Alaska State Trooper B Detachment Commander, and Austin McDaniel, 
Alaska State Trooper Communications Director, were present to discuss the special commissions 
with the public. Approximately 120 Borough residents attended the 3-hour meeting and most of 
the attendees were not in favor of the plan. A noteworthy part of the discussion revealed that 
the “commission” would only be to a few Chickaloon Police Officers and not to the Chickaloon 
Police Department. An MOU would be made with the Chickaloon Police Department spelling out 
the details, but the Chickaloon Police Officers would each have to meet the same requirements 
as the State Troopers do individually.  
 
During the discussion, Captain Gorn noted that the Chickaloon Tribe has also petitioned the 
Federal Government for some authority within Alaska Native Village Statistical Area (ANVSA), 
outlined in the attached map, however this would be a Federal matter and would not involve the 
Troopers. He indicated this would only be under Public Law (PL)-280 for Alaska Native/Alaska 
Indian offenders and under Tribal law within the ANVSA. Finally, he mentioned that there had 
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been discussions about Chickaloon Tribal Police involvement in the Violence Against Women Act 
(VAWA) of 2022, but the Alaska DPS/State Troopers are not involved in those as they are Federal 
laws.  
 
Captain Gorn also specifically noted that “No traffic enforcement, traffic stops, or vehicle pursuits 
will be allowed” in the limited special commission. Please see the attached DPS Overview 
document, DPS FAQs, and the maps for the Chickaloon CDP and ANVSA.   
 
Public Affairs Media Flyover:  
 
Rail 

• Rail Extension resolution receives first Senate hearing 

Daily News Minor- Fairbanks 

 
Assembly 

• Mat-Su creates new challenged book committee nominated by borough mayor 

ADN 

• Despite public opposition, MSB passes ordinance for Citizens Library Committee to 
review challenged books 

Frontiersman 

• Former Mat-Su Assembly member gets ethics code exemption to work road contracts 

ADN 

• Mat-Su Borough Assembly votes to replace library advisory committee with citizens 
advisory committee to review challenged books 

Alaska News Source 

 
Cities 

• Wasilla Mayor gives State of the address 

Frontiersman 

 
Military 

• Air Force, Space Force announce cold-weather bonuses for Alaska  
Frontiersman 

 
State 

• Alaska House prepares to consider budget changes, including money for homeless 
shelter and ferries 

Frontiersman 

 
Community 

• Grant boosts local radio programming 

Frontiersman 

 
Schools 

• Students stage statewide walkout protest 

Frontiersman 

 

https://www.newsminer.com/news/local_news/rail-extension-resolution-receives-first-senate-hearing/article_fa54f5c2-f37d-11ee-a316-734b542b43af.html
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/mat-su/2024/04/03/mat-su-creates-new-challenged-book-committee-nominated-by-borough-mayor/
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/despite-public-opposition-msb-passes-ordinance-for-citizens-library-committee-to-review-challenged-books/article_d7afe18c-f20e-11ee-bdf2-8b0064b9dcb4.html
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/despite-public-opposition-msb-passes-ordinance-for-citizens-library-committee-to-review-challenged-books/article_d7afe18c-f20e-11ee-bdf2-8b0064b9dcb4.html
https://www.adn.com/alaska-news/mat-su/2024/04/08/former-mat-su-assembly-member-gets-ethics-code-exemption-to-work-road-contracts/
https://www.alaskasnewssource.com/video/2024/04/06/mat-su-borough-assembly-votes-replace-library-advisory-committee-with-citizens-advisory-committee-review-challenged-books/
https://www.alaskasnewssource.com/video/2024/04/06/mat-su-borough-assembly-votes-replace-library-advisory-committee-with-citizens-advisory-committee-review-challenged-books/
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/we-are-continuously-moving-forward-wasilla-mayor-gives-state-of-the-city-address/article_6c45d538-f23f-11ee-9270-f79f0a2571ee.html
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/ak_mil/air-force-space-force-announce-cold-weather-bonuses-for-alaska-and-north-dakota/article_1c740852-f255-11ee-a80b-77541b39f94d.htm
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/alaska-house-prepares-to-consider-budget-changes-including-money-for-homeless-shelter-and-ferries/article_dfe9aefc-f617-11ee-93bf-6ffb8189ac57.html
https://www.frontiersman.com/news/alaska-house-prepares-to-consider-budget-changes-including-money-for-homeless-shelter-and-ferries/article_dfe9aefc-f617-11ee-93bf-6ffb8189ac57.html
https://www.frontiersman.com/sponsored/health/grant-boosts-local-radio-programming/article_d2ab473c-f3e2-11ee-8d36-7b1b58f887a8.html
https://www.alaskasnewssource.com/2024/04/05/students-statewide-stage-walkout-protest-education-funding/











