




















 
The Boutet Company, Inc.                Phone  907.522.6776 
601 E. 57th Place, Ste 102                      www.tbcak.com 
Anchorage, AK 99645 
 
 
July 1, 2024 
 
 
 
Planning and Land Use Department 
Matanuska- Susitna Borough 
350 E. Dahlia Avenue 
Palmer, AK 99645 
 
RE: Earth Materials Extraction Permit 

Mountain Gravel Pit 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
On behalf of Mountain Gravel Investment Group, LLC, The Boutet Company has prepared the following 
submittal in pursuit of a Conditional Use Permit for Earth Materials Extraction with the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough. The proposed gravel extraction is located on two lots located at 8751 and 8901 E. 
Palmer Wasilla Highway (PWH) having legal descriptions Township 18N Range 1E Section 35 Lot C6 and 
C9. The lots have a total area of 13.16 acres of which the gravel extraction will occur on the easter 5.96 
acres. The gravel extraction will remove a ridge that runs east to west through lot C6 and terminates in 
lot C9. The extraction will remove material to an elevation near the existing elevation of the Palmer 
Wasilla Highway to prepare it for future commercial and/or multifamily development.  
 
An existing residence is located in the northwest corner of Lot C9. Mountain Gravel Investment Group is 
in the process of purchasing this lot. The current owner has signed a letter of consent for the gravel 
extraction until the transfer of ownership is completed, at which time the residence will be vacated.  
 
The site is an existing hill approximately 50’ tall running from east to west across the properties. 
The planned development proposed to extract approximately 285,000 cubic yards of gravel 
material over the next 8-9 years.  Use of the gravel extracted will be limited to select 
developments. The pit will not be open to the general public. Screening of material is the only 
planned processing of soils. No crushers, asphalt or concrete plants will be used. 
 
Three test pits were dug to assess the subsurface soil conditions. Based on initial soil test pits 
there is approximately 1-3’ of topsoil with usable clean gravels below. Test pits 1 and 3 were dug 
to a depth of 10’ and more than 4’ below the planned bottom of pit. The location of test hole 1 and 
monitoring tube has an existing elevation of approximately 372.97’ the test hole was dug to a depth of 
363’ (10’ deep) and a 4” perforated tube was installed for groundwater monitoring. Heading northwest 
through the site toward test hole 3 in the northwest corner the topography rises to an maximum approx. 
elevation of 418.00’ and then drops back down to 360’ elevation at the northwest property corner. At the 
location of test hole 3, the existing ground elevation is 368.90’. This hole was excavated 10’ deep to a 
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bottom of hole elevation of 359’ elevation and a 4” perforated tube was installed for groundwater 
monitoring. No groundwater was encountered during the exploration. Test hole 2 was excavated 
at the top of the gravel ridge to verify the quality of the onsite soils. 
 
The site will be excavated to a depth of 5 to 49 feet maximum below the existing ground surface. 
During extraction, side slopes will be excavated to the maximum slope of 1.5’ horizontal to 1’ 
vertical and then flattened to 2:1 with silty overburden material. Noise and sight buffering will 
be completed with retained vegetation and berm. A 10-foot no clearing buffer, protecting 
existing vegetation, along all adjacent property boundaries (except ROW) to protect the 
neighboring properties from noise, equipment lights (no site lighting is proposed) and slope 
erosion. This setback will be maintained throughout extraction and reclamation. In addition to 
the 10’ vegetated buffer, a 10-foot tall berm will be maintained around all sides of the pit with 
the exception of the southeast corner where access is provided off of the Palmer-Wasilla 
Highway. It is requested that this area be waived from screening requirements as it is necessary 
to provide access to the site. At the onset of development of a phase, all grubbing will be pushed 
to the phase limits to create the 10-foot berm. Extraction will take place working from south to 
north for phases 1-6 and east to west for phases 7-9. Equipment will extract from the bottom of 
the cut slope. As the limits of the pit are reached, the berm created with grubbing material will 
be removed and a 10-foot minimum height slope will remain on the inside of the pit. As the 
extraction enters into phase 4, an additional room is available, the settling pond will be 
relocated to provide room to construct a 10’ berm along the southern portion of the eastern 
property line. In this way, a 10’ high noise buffer will be maintained along all property lines to 
the greatest extent practicable.  
 
Site drainage will be controlled primarily in the grading of the pit floor. The final grade of the pit 
will be sloped into the pit to minimize discharge from the site. A minimum 10-foot-high pit wall 
and/or berm will be maintained around the pit providing perimeter runoff control from 
extraction through reclamation. The gravels within the site and pit floor are fairly clean, free 
from silt and free draining. Stormwater will easily percolate into the pit floor during extraction 
continuing when the site is reclaimed. 
 
The extraction operation will utilize minimal equipment on this site. A loader and/or excavator 
will be utilized to load trucks for hauling. Peak hour traffic is difficult to estimate as the pit will 
typically run a set quantity of trucks for the day for several hours and will be adjusted due to travel time 
to and from the pit during high traffic times on PWH. With this in mind it, is estimated that the peak 
traffic hour will be 10:00 AM when the AM peak hour on PWH has subsided and is least restrictive to the 
truck haul. That said, the operator will be limited onsite to how quickly they can load trucks on site. It is 
estimated that truck time at the pit will be 5 minutes minimum from entrance to load and exit. The 
operator will choose the amount of trucks hauling based on distance to the customer/project to keep 
maximum efficiency at the pit and not have trucks lined up, waiting to be loaded. This allows for an 
average of 12 trucks per hour. As the site is developed, additional room may be available onsite for 
turning around trucks but at no time will the traffic be greater than 20 trucks per hour. Track out and 
dust control with the pit will be mitigated through use of a track out BMP at the site entrance to help 
vibrate soils loose before trucks enter the roadway. Additionally, the pit operator will sweep PWH as 
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needed by not less than every 4 hours. Water will be used during sweeping and extraction as needed to 
keep dust generation to a minimum. 
 
The site will use the existing approach onto PWH. Right turns may be made readily from the site 
on PWH. During high traffic times on the PWH and when hauling at more than 10 trucks per 
hour the approach will be utilized as right-in, right-out only to avoid turning across PWH.  
Advanced warning signs (CW 8-6 Truck Crossing) will also be set up on PWH to warn traffic of the 
trucks turning from the approach. Pit will operate daily, as needed for projects, between 7:00 
AM and 5:00 PM, Monday through Saturday. 
 
The material extraction area does extend into a Zone A drinking water protection area. A 
hydrogeologic analysis was completed by Stafford Glashan, Shannon and Wilson. The analysis 
concluded, due to the distance from the well and the impermeable soil below between the 
extraction area and aquifer, normal gravel extraction actives will be unlikely to have a negative 
impact on the water quality in the well associated with this protection area. Best management 
practices were recommended to minimize accidental releases of petroleum products, These 
include no storage of petroleum produces in excess of 55 gallons within the protection area, 
Store all petroleum produces within a secondary containment feature and observe all 
maintenance and refueling activities to promptly clean up any drips and report all spills to ADEC 
as required by regulation. The operator will implement a stormwater protection plan and 
include these recommended BMP’s for implementation during extraction until reclamation. 
 
The area proposed for extraction can provide approximately 285,000 cubic yards of gravel and 
topsoil material. It is intended that 30,000-40,000 CY will be extracted yearly while the pit is in 
operation yearly from (approximately) May 15 to October 31, depending on demand, seasonal 
weight restrictions and weather. It is estimated that the pit will be exhausted after about 9 years 
(2033) of extraction at 33,000 CY/Yr.  
 
As material is extracted, pit walls will be excavated to a maximum 1.5’ V to 1’ H temporarily and 
then flattened to 2:1 for stabilization. While the soil is stable at 1.5:1 slope, 2:1 will provide 
additional protection and minimize risk for erosion. No slope will be left steeper than 2:1 during 
seasonal shutdown of the pit (winter). Reclamation of the pit expansion includes stabilization of 
the site slopes and pit floor by placing 4” minimum compacted thickness of topsoil and 
hydraulically applied mulch and seed. Completion of the slopes will occur as soon as possible as 
the material is extracted and to avoid contamination (silt and organics) of the existing soils. The 
site shall be kept clear of garbage and debris including derelict/abandoned vehicles and/or parts. 
All garbage and debris will be hauled to MSB Central Landfill or approved recycling site for 
disposal. 
 
A SWPPP has been prepared as required by the Multisector General Permit (MSGP), however, no 
outfall is required nor will be constructed. The pit bottom will be graded relatively flat and the 
existing soils will easily absorb any precipitation. As such, no stormwater or non-stormwater 
sources will discharge from the pit area and therefore does not fall under coverage of the 
permit. The proposed pit expansion is not eligible for a Notice of Intent per 2020 MSGP section 
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1.2.1, “To be eligible to discharge under this permit, a permittee must have a storm water 
discharge associated with industrial activity from the permittee’s primary industrial activity…” 
This is confirmed in the attached letter from Shawn Trasky, AK CESCL certified. 
 
Please see the attached supporting documents for this submittal. Please feel free to contact me 
for with any questions or requests for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tim Alley, PE 
Civil Engineer 
The Boutet Company, Inc. 
Office: (907) 357-6760 
Mobile: (907) 830-2821 
Email: talley@tbcak.com 
 













Tim Alley, P.E.
Principal/Vice President

The Boutet Company, Inc.
1508 E. Bogard Rd., Unit 7

Wasilla, Alaska 99654

talley@TBCak.com
visit us at www.TBCak.com

Direct: 907.357.6760
Mobile: 907.830.2821

Main: 907.357.6770
Fax: 907.357.6750

From: Tim Alley
To: Peggy Horton
Subject: RE: Mountain Gravel Extraction CUP
Date: Friday, June 28, 2024 10:59:53 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL - CAUTION: Do not open unexpected attachments or links.]
Hi Peggy,
 
There is no plan to have a scale or scale house on the site. They will sell materials by the cubic
yard.
 
Thank you,
Tim
 
TBC, Inc. Project Management & Development - Engineering - Surveying - Landscape Architecture  

 
 
From: Peggy Horton <Peggy.Horton@matsugov.us> 
Sent: Friday, June 28, 2024 10:28 AM
To: Tim Alley <talley@tbcak.com>
Subject: Mountain Gravel Extraction CUP

 
Hi Tim,
Can you provide me with a map showing where the scale and scale house will be? Can you
confirm these items will be semi-permanent and not permanent structures? The setbacks
need to be met for these types of structures, so that’s why I’m asking.
 
Thank you,
Peggy Horton
Current Planner
907-861-7862
 
 

http://maps.yahoo.com/py/maps.py?Pyt=Tmap&addr=6927+Old+Seward+Hwy.+Suite+201&csz=Anchorage%2C+Alaska+99518&country=us
http://maps.yahoo.com/py/maps.py?Pyt=Tmap&addr=6927+Old+Seward+Hwy.+Suite+201&csz=Anchorage%2C+Alaska+99518&country=us
mailto:talley@TBCak.com
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.tbcak.com%2f&c=E,1,nKt4DKWIosJcdZr8ALiyk7FxK5PiwOIgXgoaM6yIeL1h4CWIzDSutZxnYd4OX6VZ6Exib5ctXOHWXSCcXHmbR_OWkNeqImR21LCXXv1PR-hMkNCNHqvKhd11KPtT&typo=1
mailto:talley@tbcak.com
mailto:Peggy.Horton@matsugov.us
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June 6, 2024 

Mountain Gravel Investment Group, LLC 
Cameron Johnson, Managing Member 
PO Box 260770 
Encino, CA  91426 

Re: LAS 34897– Non-State Land Material Site Reclamation Plan Approval 

Dear Mr. Johnson, 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Division of Mining, Land and Water (DMLW), 
Southcentral Regional Land Office (SCRO), received your Non-State Land Reclamation Plan with 
attachments. The subject site is Lot C6 owned by Mountain Gravel Investments, and Lot C9 owned 
by Louis and Bryce W-Green, located in Section 35, Township 018 N, Range 001 E, Seward 
Meridian.  

Thank you for submitting a Reclamation Plan for activities taking place from 2023 through 2033. 
After reviewing your reclamation plan, SCRO has determined the plan is acceptable, provided the 
operation is conducted in a manner that will prevent unnecessary and undue degradation of land and 
water resources, and the operation shall be reclaimed using current reclamation methods, leaving the 
site in a stable and safe condition.  

Per Alaska Statute (AS) 27.19.040(a) financial assurance is required. Development of the proposed 
6-acre site requires $150 of financial assurance per acre of mined area for participation in the
statewide bond pool, with $112.50 per acre refundable and $37.50 per acre nonrefundable; therefore,
your bond on file in the amount of $900.00 is acceptable. The performance bond will remain in effect
until the mined area is reclaimed to standards outlined in AS 27.19 and according to the approved
Reclamation Plan.

If you have any questions regarding this requirement, please do not hesitate to call. This acceptance 
letter does not alleviate the necessity to obtain authorizations required by other agencies and entities 
for this activity. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Colleen Lowe at (907) 269-
8555 or at colleen.lowe@alaska.gov.  

Respectfully, 

Joni Sweetman,  
Natural Resource Manager 
Southcentral Regional Office 

Cc: Louis and Bryce Green 
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