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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 17-55 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF ORDINANCE SERIAL NO. 17-142 ESTABLISHING 
A NONCONFORMING USE SECTION WITHIN MSB 17.29 AND MODI FYI NG MSB 
17. 80 BY ELIMINATING REFERENCE TO NONCONFORMING USES IN FLOOD 
HAZARD AREAS. 

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna is a participating community 

in the National Flood Insurance Program {NFIP); and 

WHEREAS, an overall goal of the NFIP is to promote the public 

health, safety, and welfare by adopting methods of development for 

the Special Flood Hazard Areas; and 

WHEREAS, the Matanuska-Susitna Borough adopted the first 

Flood Insurance Rate Map {FIRM) effective May 1, 1985; and 

WHEREAS, FEMA updated portions of the FIRMs effective March 

17, 2011; and 

WHEREAS, the MSB recently adopted a two-foot freeboard 

standard for all new, substantially damaged, and substantially 

improved structures; and 

WHEREAS, modifications to the maps and standards create 

structures which were built legally at the time of construction 

but which were made nonconforming by adoption of subsequent 

ordinances or maps; and 
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WHEREAS , 44 Code of Federal Regulations 60.3 recognizes 

structures built prior to the effective FIRM as pre- FIRM unless 

substantially Damaged or substantially improved ; and 

WHEREAS , MSB 17.29 does not have a Preex i st i ng l egal 

nonconformi ng status; and 

WHEREAS , MSB 17.80 currently does no t a llow structures b ui lt 

in the Specia l Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) t o have Preexisting legal 

nonconforming status exempt ion. 

NOW , THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED , that t he Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough Planning Commission hereby recommends approval of an 

ordinance establishing a nonconfo rming use section wi t hin MSB 

17.29 and modifying MSB 17.80 by eliminating reference to 

nonconforming uses in flood ha zard areas . 

ADOPTED by the Matanuska - Susitna Bo rough Plann ing Commission 

this 4th day of December , 2017 . 

ATTEST 

Planning Clerk 
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