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This booklet contains regulations regarding COMMERCIAL SALMON FISHERIES in the 

Cook Inlet Area. This booklet covers the period May 2020 through March 2023 or until a 

new book is available following the Board of Fisheries meetings. 

Note to Readers: These statutes and administrative regulations were excerpted from the Alaska 

Statutes (AS), and the Alaska Administrative Code (AAC) based on the official regulations on 

file with the Lieutenant Governor.  There may be errors or omissions that have not been 

identified and changes that occurred after this printing.  This booklet is intended as an 

informational guide only.  To be certain of the current laws, refer to the official statutes 

and the AAC located online here: http://www.legis.state.ak.us/basis/aac.asp  Please note 

that there may also be a delay in posting regulations to this website. 

Changes to Regulations in this booklet: The regulations appearing in this booklet may be 

changed by subsequent board action, emergency regulation, or emergency order at any time. 

Supplementary changes to the regulations in this booklet will be available on the department′s 

website and at offices of the Department of Fish and Game. 

For information or questions regarding regulations, requirements to participate in commercial 

fishing activities, allowable activities, other regulatory clarifications, or questions on this 

publication please contact the Regulations Program Coordinator at (907) 465-6124 or email 

shellene.hutter@alaska.gov  

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) administers all programs and activities 

free from discrimination based on race, color, national origin, age, sex, religion, marital status, 

pregnancy, parenthood, or disability.  The department administers all programs and activities 

in compliance with Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation 

Act of 1973, Title II of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 1990, the Age Discrimination 

Act of 1975, and Title IX of the Education Amendments of 1972. 

If you believe you have been discriminated against in any program, activity, or facility please 

write: ADF&G ADA Coordinator, P.O. Box 115526, Juneau, AK 99811-5526 or 

 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, 4401 N. Fairfax Drive, MS 2042, Arlington, VA 22203  

 

or the Office of Equal Opportunity, U.S. Department of the Interior, 1849 C Street NW MS 

5230, Washington DC 20240.   

 

The department′s ADA Coordinator can be reached via phone at the following numbers:  

(VOICE) 907-465-6077     (Juneau TDD) 907-465-3646     (FAX) 907-465-6078 

 (Statewide Telecommunication Device for the Deaf) 1-800-478-3648 

 

 

 

 

 

Print date: 6/7/2020 
 This publication was released by the 

Department of Fish and Game at a cost of 

$2.89 per copy, and printed in Juneau, AK. 

 

Front Cover:  Courtesy of Pat Shields 
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ADF&G Mission Statement 
The Alaska Department of Fish and Game′s mission is to manage, protect, maintain, and 

improve the fish, game and aquatic plant resources of Alaska.  The primary goals are to ensure 

that Alaska′s renewable fish and wildlife resources and their habitats are conserved and managed 

on the sustained yield principle, and the use and development of these resources are in the best 

interest of the economy and well-being of the people of the state. 

Guiding Principles 

• Seeking excellence in carrying out its responsibilities under state and federal law, the 

department will:  

• Provide for the greatest long-term opportunities for people to use and enjoy Alaska′s fish, 

wildlife and habitat resources.  

• Improve public accessibility to, and encourage active involvement by the public in, the 

department′s decision making processes.  

• Build a working environment based on mutual trust and respect between the department 

and the public, and among department staff.  

• Maintain the highest standards of scientific integrity and provide the most accurate and 

current information possible.  

• Foster professionalism in department staff, promote innovative and creative resource 

management, and provide ongoing training and education for career development.  

GOVERNOR OF ALASKA       

MICHAEL J. DUNLEAVY 

 

ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES MEMBERS 

Reed Morisky-Chair ............................................................................................Fairbanks 

John Jensen,  ...................................................................................................... Petersburg 

Fritz Johnson .................................................................................................... Dillingham 

Israel Payton ........................................................................................................... Wasilla 

Gerad Godfrey....................................................................................................Eagle River  

Märit Carlson-Van Dort ..................................................................................... Anchorage 

John Wood............................................................................................... ...........Willow 

 

COMMISSIONER, ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 
Douglas Vincent-Lang 

 

DIRECTOR, DIVISION OF COMMERCIAL FISHERIES 

Sam Rabung 
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ALASKA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME, DIVISION OF  

COMMERCIAL FISHERIES, MANAGEMENT FIELD OFFICES  

                                     

Headquarters:  1255 West 8th St, Juneau, AK 99811Commercial Crewmember Licensing:  

907-465-2376      Commercial Fishing Information:  907-465-4210      Regulations: 907-

465-6124 

 

Commercial Fisheries Entry Commission located in JUNEAU: 907-789-6160 

 

Area Contact Information: http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=contacts.main  

 

Central Region-2 

 

Anchorage: 333 Raspberry Road Anchorage, AK 99518, Phone:  907-267-2105 option 1 

 

Homer: 3298 Douglas Place Homer, AK 99603, Phone: 907-235-8191 

 

Soldotna: 43961 Kalifornsky Beach Road, Suite B Soldotna, AK 99669, Phone: 907-262-

9368 

 

CFEC: 8800 Glacier Hwy #109, Juneau, AK 99801 Phone 907-789-6150 
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salmon in the Upper Subdistrict for set gillnet and drift gillnet gear. Notwithstanding 5 

AAC 21.310(b)(2)(C)(iii), from August 11 through August 15, the commissioner may, by 

emergency order, open a commercial pink salmon fishery in an even-numbered year for 

up to two regular 12-hour fishing periods if the commissioner determines that the 

sockeye salmon escapement goals in the Kenai and Kasilof Rivers are being achieved and 

coho salmon run strength is sufficient to withstand additional harvest.  

 

 (b) The first pink salmon commercial fishing period will occur only if, during the 

regular fishing periods from August 6 through August 10, the daily harvest of pink 

salmon in the Upper Subdistrict set gillnet fishery exceeds 25,000 fish or the cumulative 

harvest is 50,000 or more pink salmon. The second pink salmon commercial fishing 

period will occur only if 25,000 or more pink salmon and no more than 2,500 coho 

salmon are harvested in the Upper Subdistrict set gillnet fishery during the first pink 

salmon commercial fishing period.  

 

 (c) During a pink salmon commercial fishing period opened under this section, a  

 

  (1) set gillnet may not have a mesh size greater than four and three-quarters inches; 

and  

 

  (2) drift gillnet may not have a mesh size greater than four and three-quarters 

inches, and fishing with drift gillnet gear will only be opened in the areas defined in 5 

AAC 21.200(b)(2)(B).  

5 AAC 21.355. Reporting requirements A commercial salmon fisherman shall, at the 

time of landing, report on an ADF&G fish ticket the number of salmon, by species, taken 

but not sold.  

5 AAC 21.356. Cook Inlet Pink Salmon Management Plan Repealed.  

5 AAC 21.357. Kenai River Coho Salmon Conservation Management Plan Repealed.  

5 AAC 21.358. Northern District Salmon Management Plan  

 

 (a) The purposes of this management plan are to minimize the harvest of coho salmon 

bound for the Northern District of upper Cook Inlet and to provide the department 

direction for management of salmon stocks. The department shall manage the chum, 

pink, and sockeye salmon stocks for commercial and inriver uses to provide an 

opportunity to harvest these salmon resources based on abundance. The department shall 

also manage the chum, pink, and sockeye salmon stocks to minimize the harvest of 

Northern District coho salmon, to provide sport and guided sport fisherman and other 

inriver users a reasonable opportunity to harvest these salmon resources over the entire 

run, as measured by the frequency of inriver restrictions, or as specified in this section 

and other regulations. 

 

 (b) The department shall manage the Northern District commercial salmon fisheries 

based on the abundance of sockeye salmon counted through the weirs on Larson, 

Chelatna, and Judd Lakes or other salmon abundance indices as the department deems 
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appropriate.  

 

 (c) From July 20 through August 6, if the department's assessment of abundance 

indicates that restrictions are necessary to achieve the escapement goal, the commissioner 

may, by emergency order, close the commercial set gillnet fishery in the Northern 

District and immediately reopen a season during which the number of set gillnets that 

may be used is limited to the following options selected at the discretion of the 

commissioner, except that from July 31 through August 6, the commissioner may allow 

the use of two set gillnets in that portion of the General District south of the Susitna 

River:  

 

  (1) three set gillnets that are not more than 105 fathoms in aggregate length;  

 

  (2) two set gillnets that are not more than 70 fathoms in aggregate length;  

 

  (3) one set gillnet that is not more than 35 fathoms in length.  

 

 (d) In addition to the provisions specified in (b) and (c) of this section, the department 

shall manage the Northern District commercial salmon fisheries to minimize the 

incidental take of coho salmon stocks bound for the Northern District in the following 

manner:  

 

  (1) additional fishing periods, other than the weekly fishing periods described in 5 

AAC 21.320(a)(1), may not be provided when coho salmon are expected to be the most 

abundant species harvested during that period; additional fishing periods may not be 

provided based on the abundance of Northern District coho salmon;  

 

  (2) after August 15, the department shall limit the harvest of coho salmon in the 

Northern District by limiting commercial fishing time to the weekly fishing periods 

described in 5 AAC 21.320(a)(1).  

 

 (e) Personal use fishing with a set gillnet is prohibited in the Northern District.  

 

 (f) The department shall, to the extent practicable, conduct habitat assessments on a 

schedule that conforms to the board's triennial meeting cycle. If the assessments 

demonstrate a net loss of riparian habitat caused by noncommercial fishermen, the 

department is requested to report those findings to the board and submit proposals to the 

board for appropriate modification of this management plan.  

 

 (g) The commissioner may depart from the provisions of the management plan under 

this section as provided in 5 AAC 21.363(e).  

5 AAC 21.359. Kenai River Late-Run King Salmon Management Plan  

 

 (a) The purposes of this management plan are to ensure an adequate escapement of 

late-run king salmon into the Kenai River system and to provide management guidelines 

to the department. The department shall manage the late-run Kenai River king salmon 

stocks primarily for sport and guided sport uses in order to provide the sport and guided 

sport fishermen with a reasonable opportunity to harvest these salmon resources over the 
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entire run, as measured by the frequency of inriver restrictions.  The provisions of this 

management plan are in effect from June 20 through August 15. 

 (b) The department shall manage the late run of Kenai River king salmon to achieve an 

optimal escapement goal of 15,000 — 30,000 king almon 75 cm mid eye to tail fork and 

longer as described in this section.    

 (c) In the sport fishery,  

 

  (1) if the optimal escapement goal is projected to be exceeded, the commissioner 

may, by emergency order, extend the sport fishing season up to seven days during the 

first week of August;     

  (2) from July 1 through July 31, a person may not use more than one single hook in 

the Kenai River downstream from an ADF&G regulatory marker located at the outlet of 

Skilak Lake;  

 

  (3) that portion of the Kenai River downstream from an ADF&G regulatory marker 

located at the outlet of Skilak Lake is open to unguided sport fishing from a 

nonmotorized vessel on Mondays in July; for purposes of this paragraph, a nonmotorized 

vessel is one that does not have a motor on board.  

 

 (d) If the projected late-run king salmon escapement is less than 15,000 king salmon 

75 cm mid eye to tail fork and longer, the department shall  

 

  (1) close the sport fisheries in the Kenai River and in the salt waters of Cook Inlet 

north of the latitude of Bluff Point to the taking of king salmon;  

 

  (2) close the commercial drift gillnet fishery in the Central District within one mile 

of the Kenai Peninsula shoreline north of the Kenai River and within one and one-half 

miles of the Kenai Peninsula shoreline south of the Kenai River; and  

 

  (3) close the commercial set gillnet fishery in the Upper Subdistrict of the Central 

District.  

 

 (e) In order to achieve the optimal escapement goal and provide reasonable harvest 

opportunity, the commissioner may, by emergency order, establish fishing seasons as 

follows:     

  (1) in the Kenai River sport fishery,      

   (A) the use of bait is prohibited;      

   (B) the use of bait is prohibited and retention of king salmon 34 inches or greater 

in length as defined in 5 AAC 75.995(a) is prohibited; or 

   (C) the use of bait and retention of king salmon are prohibited;     
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   (2) in the Kenai River personal use fishery, if the use of bait is prohibited in the 

Kenai River sport fishery under (1) of this subsection, the retention of king salmon is 

prohibited in the personal use fishery;     

   (3) in the Upper Subdistrict set gillnet commercial fishery, notwithstanding the 

provisions of 5 AAC 21.360(c)(1)(B), (2)(B), and (3)(B), based on the abundance of 

sockeye salmon returning to the Kenai and Kasilof Rivers,      

    (A) if the use of bait is prohibited in the Kenai River sport fishery under 

(1)(A) of this subsection, commercial fishing periods are open for no more than 48 hours 

per week, with a 36-hour continuous closure per week beginning between 7:00 p.m. 

Thursday and 7:00 a.m. Friday; 

   (B) if the use of bait and the retention of king salmon greater than 34  inches in 

length as defined in 5 AAC 75.995(a) are prohibited in the Kenai River sport fishery 

under (1)(B) of this subsection, commercial fishing periods are open for no more than 36 

hours per week, with a 36-hour continuous closure per week beginning between 7:00 

p.m. Thursday and 7:00 a.m. Friday;   

   (C) if the use of bait and the retention of king salmon are prohibited in the 

 Kenai River sport fishery under (1)(C) of this subsection, commercial fishing  periods 

are open for no more than 24 hours per week, with a 36-hour continuous closure  per 

week beginning between 7:00 p.m. Thursday and 7:00 a.m. Friday; 

   (D) if preseason restrictions are issued for the late-run Kenai River  king salmon 

sport fishery, then all Upper Subdistrict set gillnet fisheries are  restricted;  

   (E) if restrictions for the late-run Kenai River king salmon sport  fishery are in 

effect on July 31, then, beginning August 1, Upper Subdistrict set  gillnet commercial 

fishing periods are open for no more than 36 hours per week;   if the Kenai River late-run 

king salmon sport fishery is not restricted under the  provisions of this section, or, after 

August 1, if the Kenai River late-run king  salmon OEG is achieved, the Upper 

Subdistrict set gillnet fishery will be managed  under the provisions of 5 AAC 21.360, 

Kenai River Late-Run Sockeye Salmon  Management Plan;      

   (F) Upper Subdistrict set gillnet commercial fishing periods that are limited 

under this section may be limited to fishing within 600 feet of the mean high tide mark 

and are exempt from hour and gear limitations identified under (e)(3)(A)- (E) of this 

section; 

   (G) if commercial fishing is limited under (e)(3) of this section, the  operation of 

setnets operated by a CFEC permit holder shall be restricted to: 

    (i) up to four set gillnets that are each not more than 35 fathoms in length, 105 

fathoms in aggregate length, and 29 meshes in depth,  or two set gillnets that are each not 

more than 35 fathoms in length and 45 meshes in depth; set gillnets used that are not 
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more than 29 meshes in depth must be identified at the end of the gillnet with an attached 

blue buoy that is not less than nine and one-half inches in diameter; or   

(ii) up to two set gillnets that are each not more than 35 fathoms in length and

29 meshes in depth or one set gillnet that is not more than 35 fathoms in length and 45 

meshes in depth; set gillnets used that are not more than 29 meshes in depth must be 

identified at the end of the gillnet  with an attached blue buoy that is not less than nine and 

one-half inches in diameter. 

(f) Repealed 6/8/2017;

(g) Repealed 6/8/2017;

(h) The provisions of (e)(3)(G) of this section do not apply to provisions of the Kasilof

River Salmon Management Plan contained in 5 AAC 21.365(f) that pertain to the Kasilof 

Special Harvest Area.  The provisions of (e)(3)(A) — (C) of this section apply to 

provisions of the Kasilof River Salmon Management Plan contained in 5 AAC 21.365(f) 

that pertain to the Kasilof River Special Harvest Area. 

(i) The department will, to the extent practicable, coduct habitat assessments on a

schedule that conforms to the Board of Fisheries (board) triennial meeting cycle. If the 

assessments demonstrate a net loss of riparian habitat caused by noncommercial 

fishermen, the department is requested to report those findings to the board and submit 

proposals to the board for appropriate modification of this plan.  

(j) The commissioner may depart from the provisions of the management plan under

this section as provided in 5 AAC 21.363(e).  

5 AAC 21.360. Kenai River Late-Run Sockeye Salmon Management Plan 

(a) The department shall manage the Kenai River late-run sockeye salmon stocks

primarily for commercial uses based on abundance. The department shall also manage 

the commercial fisheries to minimize the harvest of Northern District coho, late-run 

Kenai River king, and Kenai River coho salmon stocks to provide personal use, sport, 

and guided sport fishermen with a reasonable opportunity to harvest salmon resources. 

(b) The Kenai River late-run sockeye salmon commercial, sport, and personal use

fisheries shall be managed to 

(1) meet the sustainable escapement goal (SEG) range of 750,000 — 1,300,000

late-run sockeye salmon; 

(2) achieve inriver goals as established by the board and measured at the Kenai

River sonar counter located at river mile 19; and 

(3) distribute the escapement of sockeye salmon evenly within the (SEG) range, in

proportion to the size of the run. 
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 (c) Based on preseason forecasts and inseason evaluations of the total Kenai River 

late-run sockeye salmon return during the fishing season, the run will be managed as 

follows:  

 

  (1) at run strengths of less than 2,300,000 sockeye salmon,  

 

   (A) the department shall manage for an inriver goal range of 1,000,000 — 

 1,200,000 sockeye salmon past the sonar counter at river mile 19; and   

 

   (B) subject to the provisions of other management plans, the Upper Subdistrict 

set gillnet fishery will fish regular weekly fishing periods, as specified in 5  AAC 

21.320, through July 20, unless the department determines that the minimum inriver goal 

will not be met, at which time the fishery shall be closed or restricted as  necessary; the 

commissioner may, by emergency order, allow extra fishing periods of no more than 24 

hours per week, except as provided in 5 AAC 21.365;  

 

  (2) at run strengths of 2,300,000 - 4,600,000 sockeye salmon,  

 

   (A) the department shall manage for an inriver goal range of 1,100,000 - 

1,400,000 sockeye salmon past the sonar counter at river mile 19;  

 

   (B) subject to the provisions of other management plans, the Upper  Subdistrict 

set gillnet fishery will fish regular weekly fishing periods, as specified in 5  AAC 

21.320, through July 20, or until the department makes a determination of run strength, 

whichever occurs first; if the department determines that the minimum inriver goal will 

not be met, the fishery shall be closed or restricted as necessary; the commissioner may, 

by emergency order, allow extra fishing periods of no more than 51  hours per week, 

except as provided in 5 AAC 21.365; and  

 

   (C) the Upper Subdistrict set gillnet fishery will be closed for one continuous 36-

hour period per week beginning between 7:00 p.m. Thursday and 7:00  a.m. Friday and 

for one continuous 24-hour period per week beginning between 7:00 p.m. Monday and 

7:00 a.m. Wednesday;  

 

  (3) at run strengths greater than 4,600,000 sockeye salmon,  

 

   (A) the department shall manage for an inriver goal range of 1,200,000 - 

1,600,000 sockeye salmon past the sonar counter at river mile 19;  

 

   (B) subject to the provisions of other management plans, the Upper Subdistrict 

set gillnet fishery will fish regular weekly fishing periods, as specified in 5  AAC 

21.320, through July 20, or until the department makes a determination of run strength, 

whichever occurs first; if the department determines that the minimum inriver goal will 

not be met, the fishery shall be closed or restricted as necessary; the commissioner may, 

by emergency order, allow extra fishing periods of no more than 84  hours per week, 

except as provided in 5 AAC 21.365; and  

 

   (C) the Upper Subdistrict set gillnet fishery will be closed for one continuous 36-

hour period per week, beginning between 7:00 p.m. Thursday and 7:00 a.m. Friday.  
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 (d) The sonar count levels established in this section may be lowered by the board if 

noncommercial fishing, after consideration of mitigation efforts, results in a net loss of 

riparian habitat on the Kenai River. The department will, to the extent practicable, 

conduct habitat assessments on a schedule that conforms to the Board of Fisheries 

(board) triennial meeting cycle. If the assessments demonstrate a net loss of riparian 

habitat caused by noncommercial fishermen, the department is requested to report those 

findings to the board and submit proposals to the board for appropriate modification of 

the Kenai River late-run sockeye salmon inriver goal.  

 

 (e) Repealed 6/11/2005.  

 

 (f) Repealed 6/11/2005.  

 

 (g) Subject to the requirement of achieving the lower end of the sustainable 

escapement goal, the department shall provide for a personal use dip net fishery in the 

lower Kenai River as specified in 5 AAC 77.540.  

 

 (h) Subject to the requirement of achieving the lower end of the sustainable 

escapement goal, the department shall manage the sport fishery on the Kenai River, 

except that portion of the Kenai River from its confluence with the Russian River to an 

ADF&G regulatory marker located 1,800 yards downstream, as follows:  

 

  (1) fishing will occur seven days per week, 24 hours per day;  

 

  (2) the bag and possession limit for sockeye salmon is three per day, with six in 

possession, in the sport fishery, unless the department determines that the abundance of 

late-run sockeye salmon exceeds 2,300,000 fish, at which time the commissioner may, by 

emergency order, increase the bag and possession limit as the commissioner determines 

to be appropriate; and  

 

  (3) if the projected inriver run of sockeye salmon above the Kenai River sonar 

counter located at river mile 19 is less than 1,000,000 fish and the inriver sport fishery 

harvest is projected to result in an escapement below the lower end of the sustainable 

escapement goal, the commissioner may, by emergency order, decrease the bag and 

possession limit, as the commissioner determines to be appropriate, for sockeye salmon 

in the sport fishery above the Kenai River sonar counter located at river mile 19.    

 

 (i) For the purposes of this section, "week" means a calendar week, a period of time 

beginning at 12:00:01 a.m. Sunday and ending at 12:00 midnight the following Saturday.  

 

 (j) The commissioner may depart from the provisions of the management plan under 

this section as provided in 5 AAC 21.363 (e).  

5 AAC 21.361. Russian River Sockeye Salmon Management Plan Repealed.  

5 AAC 21.362. Early Kenai River King Salmon Management Plan Repealed 5/3/84.  
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5 AAC 21.363. Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plan  

 

 (a) The department should receive long-term direction in management of upper Cook 

Inlet salmon stocks and salmon species. Divisions within the department must receive 

long-term direction in order to accomplish their missions and plan management, research, 

administrative, and other programs. Upper Cook Inlet stakeholders should be informed of 

the long-term management objectives of the Board of Fisheries (board). Therefore, the 

board establishes the following provisions for the management and conservation of upper 

Cook Inlet salmon stocks:  

 

  (1) consistent with the statutory priority for subsistence, the harvest of upper Cook 

Inlet salmon for customary and traditional subsistence uses will be provided for specific 

species in appropriate areas, seasons, and periods to satisfy subsistence needs; other 

beneficial uses, to the extent they are consistent with the public interest and overall 

benefit of the people of Alaska, will be allowed in order to maximize the benefits of these 

resources;  

 

  (2) to provide for the management and allocation of the upper Cook Inlet salmon 

resources, the harvest of the upper Cook Inlet salmon will be governed by specific and 

comprehensive management plans adopted by the board for salmon stocks and species, 

on a Cook Inlet basin wide basis, for different areas, and drainages and for different types 

of fisheries;  

 

  (3) in adopting the specific management plans described in (2) of this subsection 

the board will consider:  

 

   (A) the need for sustainable fisheries for all salmon stocks and salmon species 

throughout the Cook Inlet basin;  

 

   (B) the protection of the fisheries habitat both in the fresh water and the marine 

environment throughout the Cook Inlet basin; and  

 

   (C) the various needs and demands of the user groups of the salmon resources of 

upper Cook Inlet;  

 

  (4) in these management plans, the board may, as appropriate, address the following 

considerations:  

 

   (A) the need to allocate the harvestable surplus among commercial, sport, guided 

sport and personal use fisheries; and  

 

   (B) the need to allocate the harvestable surplus within user groups;  

 

  (5) in the absence of a specific management plan, it is the intent of the board that 

salmon be harvested in the fisheries that have historically harvested them, according to 

the methods, means, times, and locations of those fisheries;  

 

  (6) consistent with 5 AAC 39.220(b), it is the intent of the board that, in the absence 

of a specific management plan, where there are known conservation problems, the burden 
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of conservation shall, to the extent practicable, be shared among all user groups in close 

proportion to their respective harvest on the stock of concern.  

 

 (b) Repealed 6/13/99.  

 

 (c) In this section, "upper Cook Inlet salmon stocks" means those salmon that move 

through the Northern and Central Districts as defined in 5 AAC 21.200(a) and (b) and 

spawn in waters draining into those districts.  

 

 (d) Repealed 6/11/2005.  

 

 (e) Notwithstanding any other provision of this chapter, it is the intent of the board 

that, while in most circumstances the department will adhere to the management plans in 

this chapter, no provision within a specific management plan is intended to limit the 

commissioner's use of emergency order authority under AS 16.05.060 to achieve 

established escapement goals for the management plans as the primary management 

objective. For the purpose of this subsection, "escapement goals" includes inriver goal, 

biological escapement goal, sustainable escapement goal, and optimal escapement goal as 

defined in 5 AAC 39.222.  

5 AAC 21.364. Fish Creek Sockeye Salmon Management Plan Repealed.  

5 AAC 21.365. Kasilof River Salmon Management Plan  

 

 (a) This management plan governs the harvest of Kasilof River salmon excess to 

spawning escapement needs. It is the intent of the Board of Fisheries that Kasilof River 

salmon be harvested in the fisheries that have historically harvested them, including the 

methods, means, times, and locations of those fisheries. Openings in the areas historically 

fished must be consistent with escapement objectives for upper Cook Inlet salmon and 

with the Upper Cook Inlet Salmon Management Plan (5 AAC 21.363).  

 

 (b) Achieving the lower end of the Kenai River sockeye salmon escapement goal shall 

take priority over not exceeding the upper end of the Kasilof River optimal escapement 

goal range of 140,000 — 370,000 sockeye salmon.     

 

 (c) The commercial set gillnet fishery in the Kasilof Section shall be managed as 

follows:  

 

  (1) fishing will be opened as described in 5 AAC 21.310(b) 

 

  (2) for regular weekly fishing periods, as specified in 5 AAC 21.320;  

 

  (2) from the beginning of the fishing season through July 7,  

 

   (A) the commissioner may, by emergency order, open additional fishing  periods 

or extend regular weekly fishing periods to a maximum of 48 hours of additional  fishing 

time per week;  

 

   (B) the fishery shall remain closed for at least one continuous 36-hour  period per 
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week to begin between 7:00 p.m. Thursday and 7:00 a.m. Friday;  

 

  (3) beginning July 8, the set gillnet fishery in the Kasilof Section will be managed 

as specified in 5 AAC 21.360(c); in addition to the provisions of 5 AAC 21.360 

 

 (c), the commissioner may, by emergency order, limit fishing during the regular 

weekly periods and any extra fishing periods to those waters within one-half mile of 

shore, if the set gillnet fishery in the Kenai and East Forelands Sections are not open for 

the fishing period; if the commissioner determines that further restrictions are necessary 

to aid in achieving the lower end of the Kenai River late run sockeye and king salmon 

escapement goals, the commissioner may, in an emergency order under this paragraph, 

further restrict fishing to within 600 feet of the mean high tide mark in the Kasilof 

Section and is not subject to the time limitations in 5 AAC 21.359(e)(3) and 5 AAC 

21.360;  

 

  (4) after July 8, if the Kasilof Section set gillnet fishery is restricted to fishing 

within the first one-half mile of shore, the commissioner may, by emergency order, open 

the KRSHA described in  

 

 (f) of this section to both set and drift gillnet fishing using only one gillnet, for fishing 

periods not to exceed 48 hours in duration without one period of 24 consecutive hours of 

closure;  

 

  (5) after July 15, if the department determines that the Kenai River late-run sockeye 

salmon run strength is projected to be less than 2,300,000 fish and the 390,000 optimal 

escapement goal for the Kasilof River sockeye salmon may be exceeded, the 

commissioner may, by emergency order, open fishing for an additional 24 hours per 

week in the Kasilof Section within one-half mile of shore and as specified in 5 AAC 

21.360(c).  

 

 (d) The personal use fishery will be managed as specified in 5 AAC 77.540(b) and (c).  

 

 (e) Repealed 6/4/2008.  

 

 (f) The commissioner may, by emergency order, open the Kasilof River Special 

Harvest Area (KRSHA) to the taking of salmon by gillnets when it is projected that the 

Kasilof River sockeye salmon escapement will exceed 365,000 fish. It is the intent of the 

Board of Fisheries (board) that the KRSHA should rarely, if ever, be opened under this 

subsection and only for conservation reasons. Before the commissioner opens the 

KRSHA, it is the board's intent that additional fishing time be allowed in the remainder 

of the Kasilof Section first, and secondly that the mandatory closures specified in 

regulation be reduced in duration, if necessary to meet the escapement goals contained 

within this and other management plans. The Kasilof River Special Harvest Area is 

defined as those offshore waters bounded by a line from 60° 22.59' N. lat., 151° 20.79' 

W. long., to 60° 23.83' N. lat., 151° 21.70' W. long., to 60° 24.13' N. lat., 151° 21.34' W. 

Iong., to 60° 24.13' N. lat., 151° 17.72' W. long., excluding waters of the Kasilof River 

upstream of ADF&G regulatory markers located near the terminus of the river and waters 

open to set gillnetting under 5 AAC 21.330(b)(3)(C)(ii) and (iii). The following apply 

within the special harvest area when it is open:  
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