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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA borough 

Vern Halter, Mayor 

Roger Anderson – Land Development Community 

David Palmer – Pilots, Airport Owners, Private Airports 

Randy Durham – Pilots, Airport Owners, Private Airports 

Jim Kelley – Pilots, Airport Owners, Private Airports 

Bernie Willis – Resident within One Mile of Airport 

Kelsey Anderson – Staff 

Kim Sollien – Staff  

Michael Brown, Borough Manager 

PLANNING & LAND USE DEPARTMENT 

Alex Strawn, Planning & Land Use Director 

Kim Sollien, Planning Services Manager 

Jason Ortiz, Development Services Manager 

Fred Wagner, Platting Officer 

Aviation Advisory Board Agenda 

Regular meeting 

September 16, 2021 

3:00 p.m. – 5:00 p.m. 

Microsoft Teams Meeting

Ways to participate in Aviation Advisory Board meetings:  

TELEPHONIC TESTIMONY: 

 TEAMS LINK HERE: https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-

join/19%3ameeting_N2Y1YWI1ZjktNGE1Ni00ZGViLTgzYmItMDI1MGMwYTI4ZmRj%40thre

ad.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-

a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2285e1364c-e305-469a-94dc-

29b34ddf25c5%22%7d

 Dial 1-907-290-7880;  Conference ID: 166 274 671#

 State your name for the record, spell your last name, and provide your testimony.

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL – DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. May 20, 2021, Regular Meeting Minutes

VI. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (three minutes per person, for items not scheduled for

public hearing)

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2Y1YWI1ZjktNGE1Ni00ZGViLTgzYmItMDI1MGMwYTI4ZmRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2285e1364c-e305-469a-94dc-29b34ddf25c5%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2Y1YWI1ZjktNGE1Ni00ZGViLTgzYmItMDI1MGMwYTI4ZmRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2285e1364c-e305-469a-94dc-29b34ddf25c5%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2Y1YWI1ZjktNGE1Ni00ZGViLTgzYmItMDI1MGMwYTI4ZmRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2285e1364c-e305-469a-94dc-29b34ddf25c5%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2Y1YWI1ZjktNGE1Ni00ZGViLTgzYmItMDI1MGMwYTI4ZmRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2285e1364c-e305-469a-94dc-29b34ddf25c5%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2Y1YWI1ZjktNGE1Ni00ZGViLTgzYmItMDI1MGMwYTI4ZmRj%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2285e1364c-e305-469a-94dc-29b34ddf25c5%22%7d
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VII. STAFF/AGENCY REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS

A. Kelsey Anderson on MSB planning and land use map

B. Introduction of the new member of the board, Randy Durham

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. The Mat-Su Borough and the city of Palmer are now working together to jointly

review the Palmer Airport avigation easement and jointly develop a solution to the

issue of the trees in the Matanuska River Park identified as obstructions. It is

anticipated that this will ultimately result in an update to the avigation easement.

IX. NEW BUSINESS

A. Introduction of Aviation Advisory Board Resolution Serial No. AAB21-01 to

recommend the MSB Assembly repeal MSB Code 17.10, Overly District

B. Matanuska Electric Association, Fishhook to Pittman project update from the Chair

or MEA staff (TBD)

X. MEMBER COMMENTS

XI. NEXT MEETING DATE

A. December TBD

XII. ADJOURNMENT

Disabled persons needing reasonable accommodation in order to participate at a Planning Commission 

Meeting should contact the borough ADA Coordinator at 861-8432 at least one week in advance of the meeting. 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
 

 
Vern Halter, Mayor 

 

Roger Anderson – Land Development Community 

David Palmer – Pilots, Airport Owners, Private Airports 

Vacant – Pilots, Airport Owners, Private Airports 

Jim Kelley – Pilots, Airport Owners, Private Airports 

Bernie Willis – Resident within One Mile of Airport 

 

Kelsey Anderson - Staff 

 
 

Michael Brown, Borough Manager 

 

PLANNING & LAND USE DEPARTMENT 

Alex Strawn, Planning & Land Use Director 

Kim Sollien, Planning Services Manager 

Jay Magers, Development Services Manager 

Fred Wagner, Platting Officer 

 

Assembly Chambers of the 

Dorothy Swanda Jones Building 

350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer 

 

Aviation Advisory Board Minutes 
REGULAR MEETING 

MSB DSJ, CONFERENCE ROOM 110, Palmer, AK 

May 20, 2021 

6:00 p.m. 

 

Ways to participate in Aviation Advisory Board meetings: 

 

IN PERSON. Should you wish to testify in person, please adhere to the 6-foot distance between 

yourself and others. It is required to wear a mask for anyone entering or attending meetings in 

MSB facilities.  

 

TELEPHONIC TESTIMONY: 

 TEAMS LINK HERE:https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-

join/19%3ameeting_N2NhZjVjNzYtMGFmZi00YjhlLTg4NGQtNjljMmEyZjRkNTlm

%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-

a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%222799fa17-415a-4e11-a1b9-

3818c75cb165%22%7d 

 Phone Call: Dial 1-907-290-7880;  Conference ID #763-441-367 

 State your name for the record, spell your last name, and provide your testimony. 

 

I. CALL TO ORDER 6:01 pm David Palmer 

 

II. ROLL CALL – DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 

A. Members present: David Palmer, James Kelley, Roger Anderson, Bernie Willis 

B. Staff present: Kim Sollien, Kelsey Anderson 

C. Guest speakers: None 

 

III. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 

A. Motion to approve by Mr. Willis with the addition of new business, Section IX, 

subsection B of the agenda, brought by Mr. Palmer. Mr. Anderson, 2nd. Mr. Kelley 

seconded. All in favor.  

 

  

 

 

https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2NhZjVjNzYtMGFmZi00YjhlLTg4NGQtNjljMmEyZjRkNTlm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%222799fa17-415a-4e11-a1b9-3818c75cb165%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2NhZjVjNzYtMGFmZi00YjhlLTg4NGQtNjljMmEyZjRkNTlm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%222799fa17-415a-4e11-a1b9-3818c75cb165%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2NhZjVjNzYtMGFmZi00YjhlLTg4NGQtNjljMmEyZjRkNTlm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%222799fa17-415a-4e11-a1b9-3818c75cb165%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2NhZjVjNzYtMGFmZi00YjhlLTg4NGQtNjljMmEyZjRkNTlm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%222799fa17-415a-4e11-a1b9-3818c75cb165%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_N2NhZjVjNzYtMGFmZi00YjhlLTg4NGQtNjljMmEyZjRkNTlm%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%22870c68b8-580c-4b1b-a27e-a44623e37916%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%222799fa17-415a-4e11-a1b9-3818c75cb165%22%7d
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IV. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

A. March 4, 2021, Regular Meeting Minutes 

Motion to approve by Mr. Palmer. Mr. Willis seconded. All in favor.  

 

 

VI. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (three minutes per person, for items not scheduled for 

public hearing) 

A. None. 

 

VII. STAFF/AGENCY REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS 

 

A. Kim Sollien on Aviation Overlay Districts 

Ms. Sollien offered an overview of the issue regarding Aviation Overlay Districts 

as they pertain to Privately- Owned Restricted Use Airports. At this time, Borough 

Code does not define the overlay size for this type of airport. (There are currently 

hundreds of airports that fall under this category.) 

Members of the Board asked Ms. Sollien and Ms. Anderson to write a resolution 

that would rescind this overlay regulation from MSB Code and would place the 

FAA airport GIS layer in the MSB Parcel Viewer so MSB residents have easy 

access to the information regarding airport locations.  

 

B. Kelsey Anderson on HDL comment summary for Palmer Airport Runway (if any 

are available)  

Ms. Anderson shared a letter from the Borough Manager, Michael Brown, dated 

May 7, 2021 regarding the Palmer Airport Runway extension. Mr. Brown 

recognized the importance of a functional and safe airport, and has given his 

support to working together with the City of Palmer and the Warren “Bud” Woods 

Municipal Airport to find solutions to the problem. Members of the Board reviewed 

the letter and were in favor of its message.   

 

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

A. None.  

 

IX. NEW BUSINESS  

 

A. Vacancy in the board. Members discussed trying to recruit for more interest due to 

open board seats at the end of the year.   

B. MEA Fishhook to Pittman Power Improvement Project Study is currently 

underway and Mr. Palmer has been asked to sit on the Focus Group. He will be 

asking the MEA project managers to give the Aviation Advisory Board a 

presentation of recommended routes and alternatives at the next meeting.  

 

X. MEMBER COMMENTS 
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A. None.  

XI. NEXT MEETING DATE 

 

A. Propose next quarterly meeting date: Board decided next meeting will take place 1-

2 weeks prior to the MEA presentation on alternatives for Fishhook-Pittman power 

line placement. Meeting date was not set, but meeting time will be 3pm.  

 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  

A. Meeting adjourned at 7:20 pm. 

 

 
Disabled persons needing reasonable accommodation in order to participate at a Planning Commission 

Meeting should contact the borough ADA Coordinator at 861-8432 at least one week in advance of the meeting. 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

AVIATION ADVISORY BOARD 

RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. AAB 21-01 

 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH AVIATION 

ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDING MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 

MOVE TO REPEAL MSB CODE 17.10, OVERLAY DISTRICTS.  

 

WHEREAS, the Aviation Advisory Board (AAB) advises the 

Assembly in matters pertaining to aviation in the Matanuska-

Susitna valley; and 

WHEREAS, the AAB Resolutions are the primary method of 

transmitting recommendations and observations to the Matanuska-

Susitna Borough (MSB) Assembly; and 

WHEREAS, the 2017 MSB Long Range Transportation Plan contains 

a recommendation that Airport Capacity is an important issue, and 

one strategy listed in the plan to ensure land use compatibility 

is to notify property owners of airport locations on MSB or DOT&PF 

maps, and proximity to an airport on plats; and; 

WHEREAS, the current overlay district code has only been 

successfully utilized one time, Wolf Lake Aviation Activity Notice 

Area; and 

WHEREAS, the current aviation activity notice area for 

privately owned, restricted use airports has no standard buffer 

for noticing, which requires Planning staff to assess hundreds of 

airports on a case-by-case basis; and   

WHEREAS, the MSB Assembly has asked for Planning staff to 
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reduce efforts on this issue; and 

WHEREAS, the Planning Department is working on a GIS mapping 

effort that will be available for the public and will contain a 

layer from the Federal Aviation Administration showing all 

registered airports and owner submitted non-registered airports 

within the Matanuska-Susitna Borough; and  

WHEREAS, this public map would fulfill the Long Range 

Transportation Plan strategy to “notify” property owners of their 

proximity to an airport; and 

WHEREAS, the absence of an Aviation Activity Notice Area would 

not change land use or adversely affect the general public, the 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Aviation Advisory Board has reviewed and 

discussed the removal of MSB 17.10; 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough Aviation Advisory Board hereby recommends the Assembly 

move to repeal MSB 17.10, OVERLAY DISTRICTS, from Matanuska-

Susitna Borough code.  

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Aviation Advisory 

Board this ____ day of __________________________, 2021. 

 

_________________________________ 

DAVID PALMER, AAB Chair 

 

ATTEST: 

 

________________________________________ 

KELSEY ANDERSON, PLANNER II 


