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TRANSPORTATION GOALS

2021 STRATEGIC PLAN

• Managing Growth

• Promote key road arterials

• Identify needed public 

infrastructure

COMPREHENSIVE PLAN

• Develop an integrated highway and 

arterial surface transportation 

system.

• Complete functional plans that 

address each mode of 

transportation.



WHAT IS AN 
OSHP?

A “road-map” for Borough roads…



A MAP THAT IDENTIFIES FUTURE ROAD 

CONNECTIONS AND ROAD UPGRADES 

NECESSARY TO SAFELY AND EFFICIENTLY 

ACCOMMODATE OUR GROWING 

POPULATION AND ITS TRANSPORTATION 

NEEDS.



OSHP GOALS

Promote safe & 
efficient travel

Reduce traffic 
congestion

Lower road project 
costs

Improve quality of life



Comprehensive Plan

Long Range Transportation 
Plan

Official Streets and 
Highways Plan

Studies

Design

Construct

Project Lists

Funding

Where does the OSHP fit in the road building process?



WHAT DOES THE UPDATE 
OSHP INCLUDE?

• Connectivity Recommendations

• Functional Classification 

Recommendations

• Primary Intersection 

Recommendations



CONNECTIVITY
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FUNCTIONAL CLASSIFICATION

Functional Classification – is used to identify the use and 

characteristics of a road segment. It is the link between 

planning and engineering. 

Classification Approximate Speed Example

55-65 MPH Parks Highway

55 MPH Trunk Road

35-45 MPH Seldon Road

35-45 MPH Hollywood Road

30-35 MPH Smith Road

15-35 MPH Most subdivision roads



PRIMARY 
INTERSECTIONS
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OSHP PROCESS

Existing Conditions Study
• Current Road infrastructure

• Existing Plans

• Existing Development

• Physical Constraints to Road 

Connectivity (water, slope, etc.)

Future Growth Study
• Where people will likely live and 

work in the future

• Where traffic will occur in the 

future

Connectivity, Functional Class, 

and Intersection

Recommendations

Official Streets and Highways 

Implementation Plan

Technical 

Steering 

Committee



TECHNICAL STEERING COMMITTEE 
MEMBERSHIP

AKDOT&PF

Allen Kemplan

Scott Thomas

City of Palmer

Brad Hanson

Chris Nall

City of Wasilla

Archie Giddings

Matanuska-Susitna Borough School District

Tony Weese

Matanuska-Susitna Borough

Brad Sworts

Mike Campfield

Jamie Taylor

Anne Dollard

Kenny Kleewein

Fred Wagner

Alex Strawn



CONTENTS OF 
EXISTING 
CONDITIONS 
STUDY

• MSB GIS Background Data

• Existing Roads

• Parcels and ROW Maps

• Wetlands and Waterbodies

• Topography

• Separated Pathways

• Project lists (Capital Projects List, 

RIP, LRTP, Bond Lists)

• Plans

• Land Use

• Recent Developments



OSHP PROCESS

Existing Conditions Study
• Current Road infrastructure

• Existing Plans

• Existing Development

• Physical Constraints to Road 

Connectivity (water, slope, etc.)

Future Growth Study
• Where people will likely live and 

work in the future

• Where traffic will occur in the 

future

Connectivity, Functional Class, 

and Intersection

Recommendations

Official Streets and Highways 

Implementation Plan

Technical 

Steering 

Committee



GROWTH STUDY 
PROCESS

• Steps:

• Visualize population growth 

projections

• Distribute growth using 

AMATS travel demand model

• Repeat for employment 

projections

• Remove constrained lands 

(land that likely won’t be 

developed)



HOUSEHOLD GROWTH: 2013-BUILDOUT



EMPLOYMENT GROWTH: 2013-BUILDOUT





OTHER IMPORTANT ROAD 
PROJECTS…

• Knik Arm Bridge

• West Susitna Access

• Wasilla Bypass

• Big Lake Bypass

• Willow Bypass

• Major Non-Road projects



HOW IS THE OSHP USED?
• Design new roads at appropriate intersection locations

• Guide and standardize road design

• Preserve ROW for future roads

• Create Connectivity

• Create Access



DESIGN NEW ROADS AT APPROPRIATE 
INTERSECTION LOCATIONS



GUIDE AND 
STANDARDIZE 
ROAD DESIGN



SUBDIVISION CONSTRUCTION MANUAL(SCM)

B05 Future Corridors

Subdivisions shall be designed in a manner that does not 

conflict with the Long Range Transportation Plan or the 

Official Streets and Highways Plan.

Subdivisions containing future road corridors identified in the 

LRTP or OSHP are encouraged to include the future road 

corridor as part of the road layout of the subdivision.

PRESERVE ROW FOR 

FUTURE ROADS



VALLEY RIDGE SUBDIVISION - EXAMPLE
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PUBLIC MEETINGS

• Local Road Service Area Advisory Board 

– Two meetings

• Transportation Advisory Board – Two 

meetings

• Platting Board – Two meetings

• Amendment proposed and incorporated 

into the plan 

• Planning Commission - Two Meetings

• Assembly- Two Meetings



PUBLIC OUTREACH
FEBRUARY 16, 2022 - MARCH 31, 2022

• Website and public comment tool

• Over 1700 interactions

• 31 comments – all responded to 

individually

• Comment themes

• General opposition to new road connections

• New road connections, alternative 

alignments, or clerical changes

• Maintenance on existing roads



QUESTIONS?

Adam Bradway

Planner

907-861-8608

Adam.Bradway@matsugov.us

Learn More:

https://oshp-msb.hub.arcgis.com/

mailto:Permit.Center@matsugov.us
https://oshp-msb.hub.arcgis.com/
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