
From: billydoc56@hotmail.com
Date: July 29, 2022 at 1:30:44 PM AKDT
To: MEA Tony <tony.izzo@mea.coop>
Subject: Fwd: MSB Planning Commission to Repeal Code 17.05 Mandating
Public Outreach for Major Utility Projects - Monday 6PM



Sent from my iPhone

Begin forwarded message:

From: "McDonough, Amber" <amber.mcdonough@siemens.com>
Date: July 29, 2022 at 12:54:30 PM AKDT
To: tundraquest@mtaonline.net, nicolerealty19@gmail.com,
billydoc56@hotmail.com, cci1@wwdb.org, pcook@alaskan.com,
gina@ritaccos.com, uprise@mtaonline.net

mailto:billydoc56@hotmail.com
mailto:tony.izzo@mea.coop
mailto:amber.mcdonough@siemens.com
mailto:tundraquest@mtaonline.net
mailto:nicolerealty19@gmail.com
mailto:billydoc56@hotmail.com
mailto:cci1@wwdb.org
mailto:pcook@alaskan.com
mailto:gina@ritaccos.com
mailto:uprise@mtaonline.net

Residents United Against the Northern Route
(RUANR)
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 


 


 
Edna DeVries, Mayor 


 


PLANNING COMMISSION 


Doug Glenn, District 1 


Richard Allen, District 2 


Patricia Chesbro, District 3, Vice-Chair 


Mike Rubeo, District 4 


Bill Kendig, District 5 


Stafford Glashan, District 6, Chair 


Curt Scoggin, District 7 
 


 


Michael Brown, Borough Manager 


 


PLANNING & LAND USE 


DEPARTMENT 


Alex Strawn, Planning & Land Use Director 


Kim Sollien, Planning Services Manager 


Jason Ortiz, Development Services 


Manager 


Fred Wagner, Platting Officer 


Karol Riese, Planning Clerk 


 


Assembly Chambers of the 


Dorothy Swanda Jones Building 


350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer 


 


August 1, 2022 


REGULAR MEETING 


6:00 p.m. 


 


Ways to participate in the meeting: 


 


IN PERSON 


 


IN WRITING: You can submit written comments to the Planning Commission Clerk at 


msb.planning.commission@matsugov.us. Comments must be submitted the Friday before the 


meeting. 


 


TELEPHONIC TESTIMONY:  


(We are having intermittent technical difficulties with our software; if you would like to 


submit comments, please submit comments to the email address above by the Friday before 


the meeting.) 


  


 Dial 1-855-290-3803; you will hear “joining conference” when you are admitted to the 


meeting. 


 You will be automatically muted and able to listen to the meeting. 


 When the Chair announces audience participation or a public hearing you would like to speak 


to, press *3; you will hear, “Your hand has been raised.” (There may be a delay, please be 


patient with the system.) 


 When it is your turn to testify, you will hear, “Your line has been unmuted.” 


 State your name for the record, spell your last name and provide your testimony. 


 


Ways to observe the meeting: 


FACEBOOK LIVE at www.facebook.com/MatSuBorough   


Questions or comments will not be answered; please call the number above if you have a comment 


or concern.  


  


 


 



mailto:msb.planning.commission@matsugov.us
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I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 


 


II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 


 


III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 


 


IV. CONSENT AGENDA 


 


A. MINUTES 


 Regular Meeting Minutes:  07/18/2022 


 


B. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS 


 


C. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 


 


Resolution 22-25 A resolution of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 


recommending approval of an ordinance repealing MSB 17.05 – Essential 


Service Utilities. Public Hearing: August 15 (Staff: Alex Strawn, Planning 


and Land Use Director) 


        


V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 


 


VI. AGENCY/STAFF REPORTS 


 


A. Capital Improvement Program (CIP) New Process (Staff: Kelsey Anderson, Planner II) 


 


VII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (three minutes per person, for items not scheduled for 


public hearing) 


 


VIII. LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS 


 


IX. PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS (Commission members may not 


receive or engage in ex-parte contact with the applicant, other parties interested in the 


application, or members of the public concerning the application or issues presented in 


the application). 


 


Resolution 22-22 A conditional use permit in accordance with MSB 17.60 – Conditional 


Uses, for a marijuana cultivation facility located at 23161 W. Ayrshire 


Avenue; Tax ID #4136B03L004; within Township 16 North, Range 4 West, 


Section 32, Seward Meridian. (Applicant: Branden Bartlett dba Denali 


Farms, and his attorney, Jana Weltzin; Staff: Peggy Horton, Planner II) 
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Resolution 22-24 A conditional use permit in accordance with MSB 17.30 – Conditional Use 


Permit for Earth Materials Extraction Activities, for the extraction of 42,000 


cubic yards of earth material from two extraction sites totaling four acres 


within four parcels, which total 8.35 acres; Tax ID #8101B01L002, 


8102B01L003, 8102B02L001, and 8102B02L002; located within the 


Township 18 North, Range 1 East, Section 31, Seward Meridian. 


(Applicant: John Sommer of AK Frontier Rental, LLC; Staff: Peggy 


Horton, Planner II) 


 


X. PUBLIC HEARING: LEGISLATIVE MATTERS  


 


Resolution 22-19 A resolution of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 


recommending the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly move to repeal 


MSB 17.10 – Overlay Districts. (Staff: Kelsey Anderson, Planner II) 


 


Resolution 22-23 A resolution of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 


recommending the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly move to repeal 


MSB 17.06 – Electrical Generating and Delivery Facility, in its entirety. 


(Staff: Alex Strawn, Planning and Land Use Director) 


 


XI. CORRESPONDENCE & INFORMATION 


 


XII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  


 


Resolution 22-27 A resolution of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 


recommending denial of the Beverly Lake Lake Management Plan. 


 


XIII. NEW BUSINESS  


 


XIV. COMMISSION BUSINESS:  


 


A. Upcoming Planning Commission Agenda Items 


 


XV. DIRECTOR AND COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 


 


XVI. ADJOURNMENT (Mandatory Midnight) 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 


 
Disabled persons needing reasonable accommodation to participate at a Planning Commission Meeting should 


contact the Borough ADA Coordinator at 861-8432 at least one week in advance of the meeting. 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 22-___ 


 


SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 


REPEALING MSB 17.05 ESSENTIAL SERVICE UTILITIES. 


 


 


AGENDA OF: October 4, 2022 


ASSEMBLY ACTION: 


 


 


 


 


 


 


MANAGER RECOMMENDATION:  Introduce and set for public hearing. 


 


APPROVED BY MICHAEL BROWN, BOROUGH MANAGER: _____________________ 


 


 
Route 
To: 


 
Department/Individual 


 
Initials 


 
Remarks 


 
 


 
Originator 


  


  
Community Development 
Director 


  


  
Planning Director 


  


  
Public Works Director 


  


 
 


 
Finance Director 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 
Borough Attorney 


 
 


 
 


 
 


 
Borough Clerk 


 
 


 
 


 


ATTACHMENT(S): Fiscal Note:  YES ____ NO ___X_ 


Ordinance Serial No. 22-___ ( pp) 


    


SUMMARY STATEMENT:   


MSB 17.05 was originally adopted in 2007 with the stated purpose 


of providing for public participation in the installation of 


essential service utilities in such a manner that they enhance the 


health, safety and general welfare of borough residents and 


properties while minimizing negative impacts. However, while the 


ordinance required a public process, it did not include any 


standards for approval, so did not fulfill its intended purpose.   


 


Essential Service Utilities are necessary for the safe, reliable, 


and resilient transmission of power and fuel. Requiring a public 


involvement process increases the cost of installing essential 
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service utilities at a time where there is very high energy costs 


and international instability. 


 


 


RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION:  


Consider adoption of an ordinance repealing MSB 17.05 in its 


entirety. 
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CODE ORDINANCE           Sponsored by:  


 Introduced:           


                                Public Hearing:          


                                        Action:          


 


MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 


ORDINANCE SERIAL NO. 22-___ 


 


AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY REPEALING 


MSB 17.05 ESSENTIAL SERVICE UTILITIES IN ITS ENTIRETY. 


 


BE IT ENACTED: 


Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general and 


permanent nature and shall become a part of the Borough Code. 


Section 2. Repeal of section. MSB 17.05 is hereby repealed in 


its entirety. 


 Section 3. Effective date. This ordinance shall take effect 


upon adoption. 


ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this - day 


of -, 2022. 


 


                                    ___________________________ 


 EDNA DeVRIES, Borough Mayor 


 


ATTEST: 


 


 


 


_______________________________________ 


LONNIE R. McKECHNIE, CMC, Borough Clerk    


 


(SEAL) 
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Subject: FW:  MSB Planning Commission to Repeal Code 17.05
Mandating Public Outreach for Major Utility Projects - Monday
6PM


Hello Knik-Fairview Community Council,
I thought this might be of general interest to you.

Best Regards,
Amber McDonough, P.E.
907-227-3734

From: McDonough, Amber (SI RSS RAM EPS S SM9) 
Sent: Friday, July 29, 2022 12:00 PM
Subject: MSB Planning Commission to Repeal Code 17.05 Mandating
Public Outreach for Major Utility Projects - Monday 6PM
Importance: High

Greetings All,

I recently learned that on Monday August 1st the MSB Planning
Commission will introduce Resolution 22-25 to completely repeal Code
17.05 – Essential Service Utilities which mandates public participation in
major utility projects [see Agenda & Resolution attached].

What is MSB 17.05?  It provides for, “public participation in the
decision affecting the installation of essential service utilities in
such a manner that they enhance the health, safety and general
welfare of borough residents and properties while minimizing
negative impacts.” It’s to ensure, “all feasible mitigation
measures are taken to protect the scenic qualities of the
Matanuska Susitna Borough.”
Why should you care?  MSB 17.05 recently mandated MEA
conduct public outreach and an appeal hearing for their Fishhook
to Pittman Power Project. The project was not required to be
reviewed by the MSB Planning Commission or the MSB Assembly.
Without 17.05 there is no other forum for MSB residents to voice
their concerns about the impacts of infrastructure projects to
influence utilities to adopt mitigation measures.
What should happen instead?  The current MSB 17.05 is flawed
because it does not empower the MSB Planning Department with
standards for approving MEA’s Decisional Document. This meant
that the Planning Department’s approval only had to verify that
public participation occurred.  This allowed MEA to disregard 90%+
of public comments submitted against their preferred powerline



route. Now is the time to push the Planning Commission to FIX
this code to make it work for the public interest as intended,
instead of completely repealing it.
When & How to Participate?  Monday, August 1, 2022, at the
MSB Planning Commission Meeting @ 6PM.  If they proceed with
the repeal there will also be a Public Hearing on Resolution 22-25
on August 15, 2022.

In person: MSB Assembly Chambers - 350 E. Dahlia Avenue,
Palmer
Phone: 1-855-290-3803
Email: msb.planning.commission@matsugov.us

 
Best Regards,
Amber McDonough, P.E.
amber.m.mcdonough@gmail.com
907-227-3734 / 907-570-8367

 
 
 

mailto:msb.planning.commission@matsugov.us
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RESOLUTION 22-006
REGARDING THE POSITION OF THE NLCC ON

THE AK FRONTIER RENTAL CONDITIONAL-USE PERMIT
(CUP) FOR EXTRACTION OF 42,000 CUFT OF GRAVEL

1. PREAMBLE AND RELEVANT BACKGROUND FACTS
a. The NLCC has received notice of a public comment period regarding the

aforementioned Conditional Use Permit.
b. The NLCC has discussed this at its regular board meeting, held June 30, 2022.

During this meeting, the following observations were made:
i. AK Frontier will be sending up to 200 trucks per day down Bogard, a

traffic corridor already heavily congested at certain times of day.
ii. Noise and dust are perennial concerns with any gravel pit.

iii. The extraction permit request is for ten years, a very long period of time to
inflict traffic, noise, and dust issues on the local area.

2. POSITION STATEMENT
a. As of the time of writing, the NLCC represents a critical part of the Core Area,

consisting of approximately 3,000 households and 10,000 voters, and is the
community council representing the area affected by these extraction activities.

b. At the meeting of the NLCC held on 30 June 2022, Resolution 22-006 was
formally adopted by majority vote of the general membership present, that the
position of the NLCC on this matter is that we OBJECT to the issuance of this
permit as requested, unless the following additional restrictions and conditions are
imposed upon it:

i. The permit shall stipulate that extraction operations shall be terminated
after no longer than five years.

ii. The permit shall restrict the permissible time of extraction operations daily
from 11am to 3pm on weekdays and 9am to 5pm on Saturdays, which
should minimize traffic disruptions and other issues.



c. This position statement shall be forwarded to the Borough Planning Commission
at the soonest practical opportunity.

/s/ Theron Bair
President, NLCC
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