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History of Waterbody Setback 

Laws in the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough



July 3, 1973 - OR 73-06
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OR 74-12

Chapter 16??
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OR 93-136

OR 01-016

OR 23-002
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December 7, 1993

17.01 Replaced with 17.02 March 2007
17.57 Replaced with 17.80 March 1995



July 3, 1973 - OR 73-06
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MSB 17.80.060(A)(2)
(2) a nonconforming structure may not be enlarged or altered 
vertically or horizontally, in a way which would increase the 
height, width, depth, area, or volume of the structure except 
as specifically allowed by current code for similar new 
structures in that location.[AS LONG AS THE ADDITION CONFORMS 
TO CODE]...
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Riparian buffers are essential for maintaining the health of lakes. These vegetated 
areas along the water's edge act as natural filters, trapping sediment, nutrients, 
and pollutants before they reach the lake. This not only improves water quality but 
also provides habitat for wildlife and stabilizes the shoreline, preventing erosion. 
Riparian buffers are crucial for preserving the ecological balance and recreational 
value of lakes.



Structures built within 75' 

Pre-1973

Lakes only

591

Distance from
waterbody

39% of are on Big 
Lake (228)

GFR

GFR



Structures built within 75' 

1973-1987

Lakes only

675

Distance from
waterbody

19% of are on Big 
Lake (131)

GFR

Illegal



Structures built within 75' 

1987-Present

Lakes only

763

Distance from
waterbody

22% of are on Big 
Lake (171)

Illegal

Illegal



Code compliance overview•

Mandatory land use Permit overview•

Analysis of existing setback violations•

Financing and sale of  illegal structures•

1998 Setback Analysis•

Review of riparian buffer ordinance•

Non-point source pollution, riparian buffers, �sh habitat, and 
water quality

•

In-depth review: MSB 17.65 - Variances•

In-depth review: MSB 17.55 - Setbacks & Screening Easements•

In-depth review: MSB 17.80 - Nonconforming Structures•

Recommended changes to MSB 17.55 and MSB 17.80•

Other Meeting Topics


