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August 5, 2024 
REGULAR MEETING 

6:00 p.m. 

Ways to participate in the meeting: 

IN PERSON: You will have 3 minutes to state your oral comment. 

IN WRITING: You can submit written comments to the Planning Commission Clerk at 
msb.planning.commission@matsugov.us.   

Written comments are due at noon on the Friday prior to the meeting. 

TELEPHONIC TESTIMONY:  
• Dial 1-855-290-3803; you will hear “joining conference” when you are admitted to the

meeting.
• You will be automatically muted and able to listen to the meeting.
• When the Chair announces audience participation or a public hearing you would like to

speak to, press *3; you will hear, “Your hand has been raised.”
• When it is your turn to testify, you will hear, “Your line has been unmuted.”
• State your name for the record, spell your last name, and provide your testimony.

OBSERVE: observe the meeting via the live stream video at: 
• https://www.facebook.com/MatSuBorough
• Matanuska-Susitna Borough - YouTube

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
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III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. MINUTES 
 Regular Meeting Minutes:  June 17 & July 15, 2024 
 

B. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS 
  
Resolution 24-15 A conditional use permit in accordance with MSB 17.30 - Conditional Use 

Permit for Earth Material Extraction Activities, for the extraction of up to 
40,000 cubic yards of earth material annually through 2033. The activity 
will occur on two parcels, totaling 13.6 acres with the extraction occupying 
the eastern 5.96 acres. The activity is located at 8751 and 8901 E. Palmer-
Wasilla Highway, Tax ID#s 18N01E35C006 & 18N01E35C009; Public 
Hearing: August 19, 2024; (Applicant: Tim Alley for Mountain Gravel 
Investment Group LLC; Staff: Peggy Horton, Current Planner) 

 
Resolution 24-20 A conditional use permit in accordance with MSB 17.70 – Regulation of 

Alcoholic Beverage Uses for a package store known as, Holiday Liquors 
#650, located at 169 N. Meadow Lakes Loop, Tax ID 8478000L002; Public 
Hearing: August 19, 2024; (Applicant: Holiday Alaska LLC; Staff: Rick 
Benedict, Current Planner) 

 
C. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

 
Resolution 24-16 The State of Alaska Office of History and Archaeology has submitted a 

proposal under MSB 15.04.025 – Naming Geographic Features, to name a 
currently unnamed 5,325–foot mountain peak as Arkose Peak. The peak is 
situated at the south end of Arkose Ridge, between the heads of Lone Tree 
Gulch and Iron Creek and approximately 6.8 miles north of the North Glenn 
Highway Moose Creek bridge. The proposal is concurrent with a proposal 
to rename the current Arkose Peak as Souvenir Peak; Public Hearing: 
August 19, 2024; (Staff: Peggy Horton, Current Planner) 

 
Resolution 24-17 The State of Alaska Office of History and Archaeology has submitted a 

proposal under MSB 15.04.025 – Naming Geographic Features, to rename 
the 5,804–foot mountain peak currently named Arkose Peak to Souvenir 
Peak. The peak is located at the northeast end of Arkose Ridge and 
approximately 7.2 miles north of the North Glenn Highway Moose Creek 
bridge; Public Hearing: August 19, 2024; (Staff: Peggy Horton, Current 
Planner) 

 
Resolution 24-18 The State of Alaska Office of History and Archaeology has submitted a 

proposal under MSB 15.04.025 – Naming Geographic Features, to name a 
currently unnamed mountain peak as Mount Carola. The peak is found in 
Denali National Park and Preserve between Ruth Glacier and Tokasitna 
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Glacier, approximately 14 miles west of milepost 140 North Parks Highway 
Public Hearing: August 19, 2024; (Staff: Peggy Horton, Current Planner) 

 
Resolution 24-19 A Resolution of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 

recommending adoption of an amendment to the Official Streets and 
Highways Plan to update the Engstrom Road to Trunk Road connection 
on the map. Public Hearing: August 19, 2024; (Staff: Rodney Fodge, 
Long Range Planner) 

 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

 
VI. AGENCY/STAFF REPORTS 
 
VII. PUBLIC HEARING: LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS 
 
VIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (three minutes per person, for items not scheduled for 

public hearing) 
 
IX. PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS  

(Commission members may not receive or engage in ex-parte contact with the applicant, 
other parties interested in the application, or members of the public concerning the 
application or issues presented in the application). 

 
X. PUBLIC HEARING: LEGISLATIVE MATTERS  
 
XI. CORRESPONDENCE & INFORMATION 
 
XII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 
XIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 
XIV. COMMISSION BUSINESS:  

 
A. Upcoming Planning Commission Agenda Items 

 
XV. DIRECTOR AND COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 
XVI. ADJOURNMENT (Mandatory Midnight) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Disabled persons needing reasonable accommodation in order to participate at a Planning Commission 
Meeting should contact the Borough ADA Coordinator at 861-8432 at least one week in advance of the meeting. 
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The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission was held on June 
17, 2024, at the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly Chambers, 350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer, 
Alaska. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Koan. 

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

Planning Commission members present and establishing a quorum: 
Mr. Doug Glenn, Assembly District #1 
Mr. Richard Allen, Assembly District #2 
Ms. C. J. Koan, Assembly District #3 
Mr. Andrew Shane, Assembly District #4* 
Ms. Linn McCabe, Assembly District #5 

Planning Commission members absent and excused were: 

Mr. Wilfred Fernandez, Assembly District #6 
Mr. Curt Scoggin, Assembly District #7 

Staff in attendance: 
Mr. Rick Benedict, Current Planner 
Mr. Alex Strawn, Planning and Land Use Director 
Ms. Shannon Bodolay, Assistant Attorney 
Ms. Corinne Lindfors, Development Services Division Administrative Specialist 

*Indicates that the individual attended telephonically.

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

Chair Koan inquired if there were any changes to the agenda. 

GENERAL CONSENT: The agenda was approved without objection. 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

Commissioner McCabe led the pledge of allegiance. 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA

A. Minutes Regular Meeting Minutes: June 3, 2024 
Special Meeting Minutes:  June 3, 2024 

B. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS

C. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: LEGISLATIVE MATTERS
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Resolution 24-14 A resolution of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 
recommending that the Assembly reactivate the South Lakes Community 
Council. Public Hearing: July 15, 2024; (Staff: Julie Spackman, Long 
Range Planner) 

 
GENERAL CONSENT: The consent agenda was approved without objection. 
 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS - (There were no committee reports.) 
 
VI. AGENCY/STAFF REPORTS - (There were no Agency/Staff Reports.) 
 
VII. LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS - (There were no land use classifications.) 
 
VIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Three minutes per person.) 
 
Karen Crandall spoke regarding a marijuana business coming to the Big Lake area. 

 
Shannon Bodolay, Assistant Borough Attorney, commented on CUP Procedures. 
 
Suzanna Biederman spoke regarding the South Lakes Community Council. 
 
IX. PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS  
 

Resolution 24-08 A Conditional Use Permit in accordance with MSB 17.60 – Conditional 
Uses for the Operation of a Marijuana Retail Facility. The proposed 
operation is at 4200 E. Snider Drive, Tax ID# 5274B03L007A. 
(Applicant: Justin Benson, on behalf of Shoreline Cannabis; Staff: Rick 
Benedict, Current Planner) 

 
Chair Koan read the resolution title into the record and the ex-parte memo asking questions of the 
Planning Commissioners.  
 
Mr. Rick Benedict presented the staff report. 
 
Commissioners questioned staff regarding the Knik Charter School location. 
 
Chair Koan requested a motion to postpone until the next meeting for staff to gather information. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Glenn moved to postpone Planning Commission Resolution 24-08 

until the next scheduled Planning Commission Meeting on July 15, 2024. 
Commissioner McCabe seconded the motion. 

 
Discussion ensued.  
 
VOTE:  The main motion passed without objection. 
 
Commissioner Andrew Shane joined the meeting via the call-in line. 
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Resolution 24-09 A Conditional Use Permit in accordance with MSB 17.60 – Conditional 

Uses for the Operation of a Marijuana Retail Facility. The proposed 
operation is at 10600 E. Max Drive Tax ID# 2209B02L001A. 
(Applicant: Anthony Wells, on behalf of Smoke Out Point; Staff: Rick 
Benedict, Current Planner) 

 
Chair Koan read the resolution title into the record and the ex-parte memo asking questions of the 
Planning Commissioners.  
 
Mr. Rick Benedict presented the staff report.  
 
Chair Koan invited the applicant to speak.  
 
Ms. Jana Weltzin, attorney for the applicant, addressed the Planning Commission on behalf of her 
client. 
 
Chair Koan opened the public hearing.  
 
The following persons spoke regarding Planning Commission Resolution 24-09:  
 Myron Rosenberg *telephonic participation 
  
There being no one else to be heard, Chair Koan closed the public hearing and discussion moved 
to the Planning Commission.   
 
Chair Koan invited the applicant to respond. Ms. Weltzin addressed concerns. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Glenn moved to approve Planning Commission Resolution 24-09. 

Commissioner Allen seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion ensued.  
 
VOTE:  The main motion passed without objection.  
 
Resolution 24-11 A Conditional Use Permit in accordance with MSB 17.60 - Conditional 

Uses, for the operation of a Marijuana Retail Facility. The facility is moving 
from 1204 North Hyer Road to 6199 East Mountain Heather Way. The new 
location is on Tax ID # 6932000L002. (Applicant: Teresa Zell; on behalf of 
Higher By Bad Gramm3r; Staff: Peggy Horton, Current Planner) 

 
Chair Koan read the resolution title into the record and the ex-parte memo asking questions of the 
Planning Commissioners.  
 
Mr. Rick Benedict presented the staff report. 
 
Commissioners question staff regarding the location. 
 
Chair Koan invited the applicant to speak.  
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Ms. Jana Weltzin, attorney for the applicant, Terry Zell, addressed the Planning Commission on 
behalf of the applicant. 
 
Commissioners inquired of the applicant.  
 
Chair Koan opened the public hearing.  
 
The following persons spoke regarding Planning Commission Resolution 24-11:  
 Suzanna Biederman 
  
There being no one else to be heard, Chair Koan closed the public hearing and discussion moved 
to the Planning Commission.   
 
Chair Koan invited Staff to respond. 
 
Mr. Benedict addressed Ms. Biederman’s concerns. 
 
Commissioners question staff. 
 
Commissioner Koan invited the applicant to respond. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Chair Koan sought clarification on Ordinance 17.60.170 from Shannon Bodolay, MSB Assistant 
Attorney.  
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Glenn moved to approve Planning Commission Resolution 24-11. 

Commissioner Allen seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
VOTE:  Main motion passed 4-1 with Commissioner Koan in opposition. 
 
X. PUBLIC HEARING LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 
Resolution 24-13 A Resolution of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 

recommending repeal of MSB 17.48 Mobile Home Park Ordinance in its 
entirety; (Staff: Alex Strawn, Planning and Land Use Director) 

 
Chair Koan read the resolution title into the record. 
 
Director Strawn provided a staff report. 
 
Commissioners questioned staff regarding Resolution 24-13. 
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Chair Koan asked for objections. Commissioner Allen objected. 
 
VOTE: Resolution 24-13 failed by the following vote: 

No: Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Koan, Commissioner McCabe, 
Commissioner Glenn, & Commissioner Shane. 

 
Director Strawn commented on procedure options for a failed resolutions.  
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
The meeting recessed at 7:40 p.m. and resumed at 8:00 p.m. 
 
Chair Koan called the meeting back to order at 8:00 p.m. A quorum was confirmed. 
 
Director Strawn stated that a procedural error occurred. The commission failed to hold a public 
hearing. As a remedy to the error, Director Strawn proposed a motion to reconsider. 
 
XI.  MOTION TO RECONSIDER RESOLUTION 24-13 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Glenn moved to Reconsider Resolution 24-13 and have a public 

hearing. Commissioner McCabe seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE:  Motion to Reconsider passed unanimously. 
 
Chair Koan opened the public hearing for Resolution 24-13. 
 
The following persons spoke regarding Planning Commission Resolution 24-13:  

Myron Rosenberg *Telephonic participation 
 
There being no one else to be heard, Chair Koan closed the public hearing and discussion moved 
to the Planning Commission.   
 
MOTION: Commissioner McCabe moved to approve Planning Commission Resolution 24-

13. Commissioner Shane seconded the motion. 
 
Director Strawn informed the commission of modifications made to 24-13 that he worked on with 
Commissioner Allen during the recess. 
 
Director Strawn read aloud the changes made to Resolution 24-13. 
 
Title: A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH PLANNING 

COMMISSION RECOMMENDING FAILURE OF AN ORDINANCE 
REPEALING MSB 17.48 MOBILE HOME PARK ORDINANCE IN ITS 
ENTIRETY. 

 
Commissioner McCabe raised a Point of Order to inquire as to the need to explain events leading 
up to the amendment. 
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Director Strawn clarified that everything was still a matter of record. The matter is being 
reconsidered. 
 
Director Strawn read the changes to Resolution 24-13 aloud.  

The first original WHEREAS is stricken and replaced with the following language: 
WHEREAS, the commission opposes the loss of public notice and the ability for a 
public hearing in front of the planning commission that is included with the mobile 
home park ordinance. 

 
The next WHEREAS is stricken in its entirety and is replaced with the following 
verbiage. WHEREAS, mobile home parks present unique risk to public safety 
based on the risk factors associated with fire entrapment and higher crime. 

 
The third WHEREAS is completely stricken.  

 
The paragraph that begins with NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, the 
word approval is replaced with failure, and it reads as follows: NOW, 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning 
Commission hereby recommends failure of Assembly Ordinance 24-053. 

 
Then, BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED is stricken and replaced with the following: 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the commission recommends the assembly 
direct staff to require a public hearing for multifamily developments and to 
incorporate within MSB 17.48 into the multifamily code. 

 
Chair Koan asked the commissioners for comments. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
Director Strawn stated a motion to amend should be made incorporating all of these changes into 
it, and then open it up for discussion and vote. 
 
Chair Koan invited a motion to make the amendment. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Allen made a motion to make the amendment presented by Mr. 

Strawn. Commissioner Glenn seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion ensued seeking  clarification from Director Strawn and possible language changes. 
  
Director Strawn responded and clarified the language. 

 
Discussion continued as the commissioners considered requiring a study by staff to be added to 
the resolution.  
 
Director Strawn drafted a secondary amendment. 

 
Discussion continued as Commissioners discussed language and procedure. 
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Chair Koan clarified language from the previous motion and read it aloud. 
 
MOTION for Secondary Amendment: Commissioner Koan made a motion to amend the 

amendment, a secondary amendment. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the 
commission recommends that the assembly direct staff to produce an ordinance 
that combines and streamlines MSB 17.73 and MSB 17.48 making mobile home 
parks a chapter within MSB 17.73 that requires a public hearing before the 
Planning Commission. Commissioner Glenn seconded the motion. 

 
VOTE:  Secondary amendment passed unanimously. 
 
Chair Koan inquired as to the procedure and proposed an additional amendment. 

 
Discussion ensued:  
 
Director Strawn clarified the procedure and Chair Koan withdrew the potential amendment. 
 
VOTE:  The primary amendment passed unanimously. 
 
Director Strawn clarified the procedure that the commission still needed to vote on the main motion 
as amended. 
 
VOTE:  The main motion for Resolution 24-13 passed without objection. 
 
XII. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION 

(There was no correspondence and information.) 
 
XIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS - (There was no unfinished business.) 
 
XIV. NEW BUSINESS  
 
XV. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
A. Upcoming Planning Commission Agenda Items (Staff: Alex Strawn) 
 (Commission business was presented, and no comments were noted.) 
 
XVI. DIRECTOR AND COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
Director Strawn reminded commissioners on Quasi-Judicial procedure and commented on the 
work and challenges with tonight’s meeting. 
 
Commissioner Allen felt it was a very productive meeting. This is what the public expects from 
us. I think that we did a good job today. 
  
Commissioner Glenn seconded Commissioner Allen’s comments. We did a good job putting 
pressure on people looking for permits and got some good information from them. Appreciate all 
of you and everyone who shows up for these meetings. 
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Commissioner McCabe stated her thanks for everything staff does to prepare for these meetings. I 
appreciate all the comments, and listening to all of the back and forth on the trailer park really 
helped me cement in my mind what my perspective should be. Thank you. 
 
Commissioner Shane stated a quick thank you to our clerk, Corinne, for helping. I apologize for 
the last-minute changes in my ability to be there in person. Thank you to everyone who was present 
today and helped us get through all of it.  
 
Commissioner Koan thanked staff for the Open Meetings Act training and Robert’s Rules training. 
It was a good training. Thank you to legal for all of their assistance. I don’t like for us to feel like 
we are a stamp of approval when things come through. I felt like this was one of the better meetings 
even though it was a challenge. Thank you to all. 
 
XVII. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: Commissioner McCabe moved to adjourn. Commissioner Glen seconded the 

motion. There were no objections. 
 
 
 
 
The regular meeting adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 
 
 
 
  
 C. J. KOAN 

Planning Commission Chair  
 
 
 
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
Corinne Lindfors, Planning Commission Clerk  

 
Minutes approved: _____________________ 
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The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission was held on July 
15, 2024, at the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly Chambers, 350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer, 
Alaska. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. by Chair Koan. 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
 
Planning Commission members present and establish a quorum: 

Mr. Doug Glenn, Assembly District #1 
Mr. Richard Allen, Assembly District #2 
Ms. C. J. Koan, Assembly District #3 
Mr. Andrew Shane, Assembly District #4 
Ms. Linn McCabe, Assembly District #5 
Mr. Wilfred Fernandez, Assembly District #6* 
Mr. Curt Scoggin, Assembly District #7 

 
Planning Commission members absent and excused were: 

 
Staff in attendance: 

Ms. Peggy Horton, Planner II 
Mr. Jason Ortiz, Development Services Manager 
Mr. Alex Strawn, Planning and Land Use Director 
Ms. Denise Michalske, Assistant Attorney 
Ms. Corinne Lindfors, Acting Planning Depart. Administrative Specialist/Planning 
Commission Clerk 

 
*Indicates that the individual attended telephonically. 
 
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Chair Koan inquired if there were any changes to the agenda. 
 
Chair McCabe moved to amend the agenda to remove the Roman numeral four subsection A. 
Minutes from June 17. Commissioner Glenn seconded the motion. The motion passed 
unanimously. 
 
GENERAL CONSENT: The amended agenda was approved without objection. 
 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
Commissioner Scoggin led the pledge of allegiance. 
 
IV. CONSENT AGENDA-N/A as there are no minutes or introductions. 
 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS - (There were no committee reports.) 
 
VI. AGENCY/STAFF REPORTS 

A. North Lakes Community Council Presentation by Rod Hanson 
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Planning Commissioners inquire of Mr. Hanson and Planning and Land Use Director Alex Strawn. 
 

 
VII. LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS - (There were no land use classifications.) 
 
 
IX. PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS  
 

Resolution 24-08 A Conditional Use Permit in accordance with MSB 17.60 – Conditional 
Uses for the Operation of a Marijuana Retail Facility. The proposed 
operation is at 4200 E. Snider Drive, Tax ID# 5274B03L007A. Public. 
(Applicant: Justin Benson, on behalf of Shoreline Cannabis; Staff: Rick 
Benedict, Current Planner) 

 
Chair Koan read the resolution title into the record. 
 
Chair Koan read the ex-parte memo asking the required questions of the Planning Commissioners.  
 
Staff: Peggy Horton provides the staff report and informs the Planning Commissioners that the 
applicant cannot be present and has requested to postpone the public hearing until the next meeting. 
Ms. Horton also requests that the commissioners address this request first. 
 
Chair Koan calls for a verbal vote to postpone the public hearing until the August 5 meeting date. 
 
The vote to postpone failed by the following vote: 

No: 4 - Commissioner Koan, Commissioner McCabe, Commissioner Glenn, & 
Commissioner Scoggin 

              Yes: 2 - Commissioner Allen & Commissioner Fernandez 
 
Jason Ortiz, Development Services Manager:  Provides procedural instruction, and a motion 
must be made and seconded before a vote can be made.  
 
MOTION: Commissioner Allen moved to postpone the public hearing for Resolution 24-08 

until the August 5 meeting. The motion was seconded. by Commissioner 
Fernandez. 

 
VOTE: The motion failed by the following vote: 

No: 4 - Commissioner Koan, Commissioner McCabe, Commissioner Glenn, & 
Commissioner Scoggin 

              Yes: 2 - Commissioner Allen & Commissioner Fernandez 
 
Staff: Peggy Horton provides additional comments and information on the code. 
 
Jason Ortiz, Development Services Manager: Comments on the visibility of the school and the 
issue with the school appearing on some of the MSB mapping. 
 
Commissioners continue to question staff regarding the school location, dates of operation, the 
possibility of a variance, and staff procedures for identifying school locations. 
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Jason Ortiz, Development Services Manager: Reads from Code 17.65.0.010 and explains a 
variance would not be possible. 
 
Jana Weltzin, Counsel for the applicant, addresses the commissioners. She apologized for Mr. 
Benson’s absence and provided a timeline of the efforts made by Mr. Benson.  
 
Chair Koan opened the public hearing.  
 
The following persons spoke regarding Planning Commission Resolution 24-08: 

Rod Cummings  
Ms. Hanson*Telephonic participant 

 
There being no one else to be heard, Chair Koan closed the public hearing, and the discussion 
moved to the Planning Commission.   
 
Jana Weltzin, Counsel for the applicant, addresses the commissioners. 
 
MOTION: Commissioner Glenn moved to approve Planning Commission Resolution 24-

08. The motion was seconded. by Commissioner McCabe. 
 
Discussion ensued: There are two Resolutions 24-08. One approves it, and one is denying it.  
 
Chair Koan asks Commissioner Glenn which Resolution 24-08 his motion was for. 24-08 
approving it or denying it. 
 
Commissioner Glen clarified that his motion was to deny it. Commissioner McCabe seconds it.  
 
Chair Koan called for any amendments, but no amendments were made.  
 
Chair Koan asked if there were any objections. Commissioner Allen objected. 
 
VOTE: The main motion recommending failure passed with the following vote: 

Yes: 4 – Commissioner Glenn, Commissioner Koan, Commissioner McCabe, & 
Commissioner Scoggin 

  No: 2 – Commissioner Allen, Commissioner Fernandez 
 
X. PUBLIC HEARING LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 
Resolution 24-14  A Resolution of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 

recommending that the Assembly reactivate the South Lakes Community 
Council. (Staff: Julie Spackman, Long Range Planner) 

  
Chair Koan read the resolution title into the record. 
 
Julie Spackman, Long Range Planner, provided a staff report.  
 
Commissioners questioned staff regarding the map and resident numbers for the South Lakes area. 
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Chair Koan invited the gentleman on the phone to speak. 
  
Dan Kennedy, Vice Chair of the Board of Directors South Lakes Community Counsel, addresses 
the commissioners.    
  
Chair Koan opened the public hearing. 
 
The following persons spoke regarding Planning Commission Resolution 24-14:  
  Ms. Hanson *telephonic participant 
  
There being no one else to be heard, Chair Koan closed the public hearing, and the discussion 
moved to the Planning Commission.   
 
MOTION: Commissioner Allen moved to approve Planning Commission Resolution 24-14. 

Commissioner McCabe seconded the motion. 
 
Discussion ensued  
 
VOTE:  The main motion passed without objection.  
 
XI. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION 

(There was no correspondence and information.) 
 
XII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS - (There was no unfinished business.) 
 
XIII. NEW BUSINESS  
 
XIV. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
A. Upcoming Planning Commission Agenda Items (Staff: Jason Ortiz) 
 
(Commission Business was presented, and no comments were noted.) 
 
XV. DIRECTOR AND COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
Director: Jason Ortiz reminds the commissioners about the quasi-judicial procedure, to be 
mindful of appeal times, and not to speak about them. 
 
Commissioner Allen: No comments 
 
Commissioner Glenn: No comments 
 
Commissioner McCabe: No comments 

 
Commissioner Scoggin: No comments 
 

Planning Commission Meeting August 5, 2024 
 

16 of 446



Commissioner Fernandez: No comments 
 
Commissioner Koan: Get out there and enjoy the summer. Have a great night. 
 
XVI. ADJOURNMENT 
 
The regular meeting adjourned at 7:08 p.m. 
 
 
 
  
 C J KOAN 

Planning Commission Chair  
 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
KAROL RIESE, Planning Commission Clerk  

 
Minutes approved: _____________________ 
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INTRODUCTION FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING: 
QUASI-JUDICIAL 

MATTERS
Resolution No. PC 24-15 

Mountain Gravel
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The Boutet Company, Inc.                Phone  907.522.6776 
601 E. 57th Place, Ste 102                      www.tbcak.com 
Anchorage, AK 99645 
 
 
July 1, 2024 
 
 
 
Planning and Land Use Department 
Matanuska- Susitna Borough 
350 E. Dahlia Avenue 
Palmer, AK 99645 
 
RE: Earth Materials Extraction Permit 

Mountain Gravel Pit 
 
 
To Whom It May Concern: 
 
On behalf of Mountain Gravel Investment Group, LLC, The Boutet Company has prepared the following 
submittal in pursuit of a Conditional Use Permit for Earth Materials Extraction with the Matanuska-
Susitna Borough. The proposed gravel extraction is located on two lots located at 8751 and 8901 E. 
Palmer Wasilla Highway (PWH) having legal descriptions Township 18N Range 1E Section 35 Lot C6 and 
C9. The lots have a total area of 13.16 acres of which the gravel extraction will occur on the easter 5.96 
acres. The gravel extraction will remove a ridge that runs east to west through lot C6 and terminates in 
lot C9. The extraction will remove material to an elevation near the existing elevation of the Palmer 
Wasilla Highway to prepare it for future commercial and/or multifamily development.  
 
An existing residence is located in the northwest corner of Lot C9. Mountain Gravel Investment Group is 
in the process of purchasing this lot. The current owner has signed a letter of consent for the gravel 
extraction until the transfer of ownership is completed, at which time the residence will be vacated.  
 
The site is an existing hill approximately 50’ tall running from east to west across the properties. 
The planned development proposed to extract approximately 285,000 cubic yards of gravel 
material over the next 8-9 years.  Use of the gravel extracted will be limited to select 
developments. The pit will not be open to the general public. Screening of material is the only 
planned processing of soils. No crushers, asphalt or concrete plants will be used. 
 
Three test pits were dug to assess the subsurface soil conditions. Based on initial soil test pits 
there is approximately 1-3’ of topsoil with usable clean gravels below. Test pits 1 and 3 were dug 
to a depth of 10’ and more than 4’ below the planned bottom of pit. The location of test hole 1 and 
monitoring tube has an existing elevation of approximately 372.97’ the test hole was dug to a depth of 
363’ (10’ deep) and a 4” perforated tube was installed for groundwater monitoring. Heading northwest 
through the site toward test hole 3 in the northwest corner the topography rises to an maximum approx. 
elevation of 418.00’ and then drops back down to 360’ elevation at the northwest property corner. At the 
location of test hole 3, the existing ground elevation is 368.90’. This hole was excavated 10’ deep to a 
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bottom of hole elevation of 359’ elevation and a 4” perforated tube was installed for groundwater 
monitoring. No groundwater was encountered during the exploration. Test hole 2 was excavated 
at the top of the gravel ridge to verify the quality of the onsite soils. 
 
The site will be excavated to a depth of 5 to 49 feet maximum below the existing ground surface. 
During extraction, side slopes will be excavated to the maximum slope of 1.5’ horizontal to 1’ 
vertical and then flattened to 2:1 with silty overburden material. Noise and sight buffering will 
be completed with retained vegetation and berm. A 10-foot no clearing buffer, protecting 
existing vegetation, along all adjacent property boundaries (except ROW) to protect the 
neighboring properties from noise, equipment lights (no site lighting is proposed) and slope 
erosion. This setback will be maintained throughout extraction and reclamation. In addition to 
the 10’ vegetated buffer, a 10-foot tall berm will be maintained around all sides of the pit with 
the exception of the southeast corner where access is provided off of the Palmer-Wasilla 
Highway. It is requested that this area be waived from screening requirements as it is necessary 
to provide access to the site. At the onset of development of a phase, all grubbing will be pushed 
to the phase limits to create the 10-foot berm. Extraction will take place working from south to 
north for phases 1-6 and east to west for phases 7-9. Equipment will extract from the bottom of 
the cut slope. As the limits of the pit are reached, the berm created with grubbing material will 
be removed and a 10-foot minimum height slope will remain on the inside of the pit. As the 
extraction enters into phase 4, an additional room is available, the settling pond will be 
relocated to provide room to construct a 10’ berm along the southern portion of the eastern 
property line. In this way, a 10’ high noise buffer will be maintained along all property lines to 
the greatest extent practicable.  
 
Site drainage will be controlled primarily in the grading of the pit floor. The final grade of the pit 
will be sloped into the pit to minimize discharge from the site. A minimum 10-foot-high pit wall 
and/or berm will be maintained around the pit providing perimeter runoff control from 
extraction through reclamation. The gravels within the site and pit floor are fairly clean, free 
from silt and free draining. Stormwater will easily percolate into the pit floor during extraction 
continuing when the site is reclaimed. 
 
The extraction operation will utilize minimal equipment on this site. A loader and/or excavator 
will be utilized to load trucks for hauling. Peak hour traffic is difficult to estimate as the pit will 
typically run a set quantity of trucks for the day for several hours and will be adjusted due to travel time 
to and from the pit during high traffic times on PWH. With this in mind it, is estimated that the peak 
traffic hour will be 10:00 AM when the AM peak hour on PWH has subsided and is least restrictive to the 
truck haul. That said, the operator will be limited onsite to how quickly they can load trucks on site. It is 
estimated that truck time at the pit will be 5 minutes minimum from entrance to load and exit. The 
operator will choose the amount of trucks hauling based on distance to the customer/project to keep 
maximum efficiency at the pit and not have trucks lined up, waiting to be loaded. This allows for an 
average of 12 trucks per hour. As the site is developed, additional room may be available onsite for 
turning around trucks but at no time will the traffic be greater than 20 trucks per hour. Track out and 
dust control with the pit will be mitigated through use of a track out BMP at the site entrance to help 
vibrate soils loose before trucks enter the roadway. Additionally, the pit operator will sweep PWH as 
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needed by not less than every 4 hours. Water will be used during sweeping and extraction as needed to 
keep dust generation to a minimum. 
 
The site will use the existing approach onto PWH. Right turns may be made readily from the site 
on PWH. During high traffic times on the PWH and when hauling at more than 10 trucks per 
hour the approach will be utilized as right-in, right-out only to avoid turning across PWH.  
Advanced warning signs (CW 8-6 Truck Crossing) will also be set up on PWH to warn traffic of the 
trucks turning from the approach. Pit will operate daily, as needed for projects, between 7:00 
AM and 5:00 PM, Monday through Saturday. 
 
The material extraction area does extend into a Zone A drinking water protection area. A 
hydrogeologic analysis was completed by Stafford Glashan, Shannon and Wilson. The analysis 
concluded, due to the distance from the well and the impermeable soil below between the 
extraction area and aquifer, normal gravel extraction actives will be unlikely to have a negative 
impact on the water quality in the well associated with this protection area. Best management 
practices were recommended to minimize accidental releases of petroleum products, These 
include no storage of petroleum produces in excess of 55 gallons within the protection area, 
Store all petroleum produces within a secondary containment feature and observe all 
maintenance and refueling activities to promptly clean up any drips and report all spills to ADEC 
as required by regulation. The operator will implement a stormwater protection plan and 
include these recommended BMP’s for implementation during extraction until reclamation. 
 
The area proposed for extraction can provide approximately 285,000 cubic yards of gravel and 
topsoil material. It is intended that 30,000-40,000 CY will be extracted yearly while the pit is in 
operation yearly from (approximately) May 15 to October 31, depending on demand, seasonal 
weight restrictions and weather. It is estimated that the pit will be exhausted after about 9 years 
(2033) of extraction at 33,000 CY/Yr.  
 
As material is extracted, pit walls will be excavated to a maximum 1.5’ V to 1’ H temporarily and 
then flattened to 2:1 for stabilization. While the soil is stable at 1.5:1 slope, 2:1 will provide 
additional protection and minimize risk for erosion. No slope will be left steeper than 2:1 during 
seasonal shutdown of the pit (winter). Reclamation of the pit expansion includes stabilization of 
the site slopes and pit floor by placing 4” minimum compacted thickness of topsoil and 
hydraulically applied mulch and seed. Completion of the slopes will occur as soon as possible as 
the material is extracted and to avoid contamination (silt and organics) of the existing soils. The 
site shall be kept clear of garbage and debris including derelict/abandoned vehicles and/or parts. 
All garbage and debris will be hauled to MSB Central Landfill or approved recycling site for 
disposal. 
 
A SWPPP has been prepared as required by the Multisector General Permit (MSGP), however, no 
outfall is required nor will be constructed. The pit bottom will be graded relatively flat and the 
existing soils will easily absorb any precipitation. As such, no stormwater or non-stormwater 
sources will discharge from the pit area and therefore does not fall under coverage of the 
permit. The proposed pit expansion is not eligible for a Notice of Intent per 2020 MSGP section 
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1.2.1, “To be eligible to discharge under this permit, a permittee must have a storm water 
discharge associated with industrial activity from the permittee’s primary industrial activity…” 
This is confirmed in the attached letter from Shawn Trasky, AK CESCL certified. 
 
Please see the attached supporting documents for this submittal. Please feel free to contact me 
for with any questions or requests for additional information. 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Tim Alley, PE 
Civil Engineer 
The Boutet Company, Inc. 
Office: (907) 357-6760 
Mobile: (907) 830-2821 
Email: talley@tbcak.com 
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Tim Alley, P.E.
Principal/Vice President

The Boutet Company, Inc.
1508 E. Bogard Rd., Unit 7

Wasilla, Alaska 99654

talley@TBCak.com
visit us at www.TBCak.com

Direct: 907.357.6760
Mobile: 907.830.2821

Main: 907.357.6770
Fax: 907.357.6750

From: Tim Alley
To: Peggy Horton
Subject: RE: Mountain Gravel Extraction CUP
Date: Friday, June 28, 2024 10:59:53 AM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL - CAUTION: Do not open unexpected attachments or links.]
Hi Peggy,
 
There is no plan to have a scale or scale house on the site. They will sell materials by the cubic
yard.
 
Thank you,
Tim
 
TBC, Inc. Project Management & Development - Engineering - Surveying - Landscape Architecture  

 
 
From: Peggy Horton <Peggy.Horton@matsugov.us> 
Sent: Friday, June 28, 2024 10:28 AM
To: Tim Alley <talley@tbcak.com>
Subject: Mountain Gravel Extraction CUP

 
Hi Tim,
Can you provide me with a map showing where the scale and scale house will be? Can you
confirm these items will be semi-permanent and not permanent structures? The setbacks
need to be met for these types of structures, so that’s why I’m asking.
 
Thank you,
Peggy Horton
Current Planner
907-861-7862
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GRAVEL EXTRACTION NOTES: 1. MOUNTAIN GRAVEL PIT LOCATED WITHIN T18N R1E SEC 35 LOT C6 AND C9 (8901 PALMER MOUNTAIN GRAVEL PIT LOCATED WITHIN T18N R1E SEC 35 LOT C6 AND C9 (8901 PALMER WASILLA HWY) WILL OPERATE  YEARLY BETWEEN APPROXIMATELY JUNE 1 TO OCTOBER 31 DEPENDING ON SEASON WEIGHT RESTRICTIONS. HOURS OF OPERATION ARE TYPICALLY MONDAY THROUGH SATURDAY 7:00 AM TO 5:00 PM 2. LOT C6 AND C9 ARE 13.16 ACRES TOTAL AND GRAVEL EXTRACTION TO OCCUR OVER 5.98 LOT C6 AND C9 ARE 13.16 ACRES TOTAL AND GRAVEL EXTRACTION TO OCCUR OVER 5.98 ACRES  3. GRAVEL EXTRACTION TO OCCUR OVER 8-9 PHASES EXTRACTING APPROXIMATELY GRAVEL EXTRACTION TO OCCUR OVER 8-9 PHASES EXTRACTING APPROXIMATELY 30,000-40,000 CY PER PHASE. TOTAL EXTRACTION VOLUME IS ESTIMATED TO BE 285,000 CY. GRAVEL EXTRACTION ESTIMATED TO BE COMPLETED BY 2033. 4. CLEARING AND GRUBBING TO BE COMPLETED BY PHASE. EXISTING VEGETATION WILL BE CLEARING AND GRUBBING TO BE COMPLETED BY PHASE. EXISTING VEGETATION WILL BE MAINTAINED UNTIL PHASE IS DEVELOPED FOR EXTRACTION. 5. GRAVEL WILL BE SOLD TO CONTRACTORS FOR SELECT DEVELOPMENTS ONLY. PIT WILL NOT BE GRAVEL WILL BE SOLD TO CONTRACTORS FOR SELECT DEVELOPMENTS ONLY. PIT WILL NOT BE OPEN TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC. 6. EXISTING COMMERCIAL DRIVEWAY ONTO PALMER WASILLA HWY WILL BE USED AND MAINTAINED EXISTING COMMERCIAL DRIVEWAY ONTO PALMER WASILLA HWY WILL BE USED AND MAINTAINED FOR ACCESS INTO THE SITE. ANTICIPATED TRAFFIC GENERATION IS ESTIMATED AT 20 VEHICLES PER HOUR MAXIMUM. 7. CLEARING LIMITS ALONG SHALL BE 10' FROM PROPERTY LINES MINIMUM. LIMITS SHALL BE CLEARING LIMITS ALONG SHALL BE 10' FROM PROPERTY LINES MINIMUM. LIMITS SHALL BE RETAINED DURING THE DURATION OF PIT EXCAVATION AND RECLAMATION. THE TOP OF SLOPE IS PROVIDED TO PROTECT NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES FROM SLOPE EROSION. 8. A MINIMUM OF A 10' TALL BERM WILL BE CONSTRUCTED ALONG THE NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES A MINIMUM OF A 10' TALL BERM WILL BE CONSTRUCTED ALONG THE NEIGHBORING PROPERTIES AS THE PHASES ARE DEVELOPED. BERM WILL BE MAINTAINED WHERE EXCAVATED SLOPES ARE LESS THAN 10' UNTIL THE FINAL PHASE OF EXTRACTION AND RECLAMATION. 9. BERM ALONG WEST EDGE OF EXCAVATION SHALL REMAIN IN PLACE AFTER RECLAMATION TO BERM ALONG WEST EDGE OF EXCAVATION SHALL REMAIN IN PLACE AFTER RECLAMATION TO PREVENT RUNOFF FROM LEAVING THE SITE  10. EXTRACTION WILL BE COMPLETED WITH A LOADER AND/OR EXCAVATOR. SITE GRADE WILL BE EXTRACTION WILL BE COMPLETED WITH A LOADER AND/OR EXCAVATOR. SITE GRADE WILL BE ESTABLISHED/MAINTAINED WITH A DOZER. 11. PROCESSING OF EXTRACTED MATERIAL TO INCLUDE SCREENING ONLY. NO CRUSHER, ASPHALT PROCESSING OF EXTRACTED MATERIAL TO INCLUDE SCREENING ONLY. NO CRUSHER, ASPHALT OR CONCRETE PLANTS ARE ANTICIPATED.  12. SITE SHALL BE KEPT CLEAR OF GARBAGE AND DEBRIS INCLUDING DERELICT/ABANDONED SITE SHALL BE KEPT CLEAR OF GARBAGE AND DEBRIS INCLUDING DERELICT/ABANDONED VEHICLES ENCOUNTERED DURING GRAVEL EXTRACTION OPERATIONS. HAUL TRASH AND DEBRIS TO MATANUKSA-SUSITNA CENTRAL LANDFILL FOR DISPOSAL. 13. SLOPES MAY BE EXCAVATED TO 1.5:1 MAXIMUM SLOPE BUT MUST BE BUILT BACK TO 2:1 AND SLOPES MAY BE EXCAVATED TO 1.5:1 MAXIMUM SLOPE BUT MUST BE BUILT BACK TO 2:1 AND RECLAIMED BEFORE SEASONAL CLOSURE. 14. PIT OPERATOR SHALL REDUCE TRACK-OUT MATERIAL ONTO PALMER-WASILLA HWY TO THE PIT OPERATOR SHALL REDUCE TRACK-OUT MATERIAL ONTO PALMER-WASILLA HWY TO THE GREATEST EXTENT PRACTICABLE. DURING HAULING OPERATIONS SWEEP WITH WATER FOR DUST CONTROL, AS NEEDED TO REMOVE SILT, SAND AND GRAVEL FROM PALMER-WASILLA HWY. AT MINIMUM SWEEP EVERY 4 HOURS. 
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June 6, 2024 

Mountain Gravel Investment Group, LLC 
Cameron Johnson, Managing Member 
PO Box 260770 
Encino, CA  91426 

Re: LAS 34897– Non-State Land Material Site Reclamation Plan Approval 

Dear Mr. Johnson, 

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR), Division of Mining, Land and Water (DMLW), 
Southcentral Regional Land Office (SCRO), received your Non-State Land Reclamation Plan with 
attachments. The subject site is Lot C6 owned by Mountain Gravel Investments, and Lot C9 owned 
by Louis and Bryce W-Green, located in Section 35, Township 018 N, Range 001 E, Seward 
Meridian.  

Thank you for submitting a Reclamation Plan for activities taking place from 2023 through 2033. 
After reviewing your reclamation plan, SCRO has determined the plan is acceptable, provided the 
operation is conducted in a manner that will prevent unnecessary and undue degradation of land and 
water resources, and the operation shall be reclaimed using current reclamation methods, leaving the 
site in a stable and safe condition.  

Per Alaska Statute (AS) 27.19.040(a) financial assurance is required. Development of the proposed 
6-acre site requires $150 of financial assurance per acre of mined area for participation in the
statewide bond pool, with $112.50 per acre refundable and $37.50 per acre nonrefundable; therefore,
your bond on file in the amount of $900.00 is acceptable. The performance bond will remain in effect
until the mined area is reclaimed to standards outlined in AS 27.19 and according to the approved
Reclamation Plan.

If you have any questions regarding this requirement, please do not hesitate to call. This acceptance 
letter does not alleviate the necessity to obtain authorizations required by other agencies and entities 
for this activity. If you have any questions, please feel free to contact Colleen Lowe at (907) 269-
8555 or at colleen.lowe@alaska.gov.  

Respectfully, 

Joni Sweetman,  
Natural Resource Manager 
Southcentral Regional Office 

Cc: Louis and Bryce Green 
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INTRODUCTION FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING QUASI-JUDICIAL 

Resolution No. 24-20

Holiday Liquors 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
Planning and Land Use Department 

Development Services Division 
350 East Dahlia Avenue  Palmer, AK  99645 

Phone (907) 861-7822  
www.matsugov.us 

 

 
August 25, 2023 
 
 
DOWL 
Attn: LaQuita Chmielowski 
5015 Business Park Boulevard, Ste. 4000 
Anchorage, AK 99503 
 
SUBJECT: Holiday Alaska, LLC. CUP Application - Request for Required Information 
LOCATION: 7751-7699 W. Parks Hwy., Wasilla, Lots A14 & A22 (Tax Accts 

#17N02W09A014 and 17N02W09A022) 
 
Dear Ms. Chmielowski, 
 
Borough staff has reviewed the application materials submitted on July 11, 2023, for a 
Conditional Use Permit to operate a package store under MSB 17.70 on the above-referenced 
properties. It has been determined that the following information needs to be provided and/or 
clarified to process this request: 
 
1. The subject properties have not been issued driveway permits. In addition, borough records 

indicate no driveway permit applications have been submitted. The application materials and 
site plan provided show that access to borough roads will occur from the subject parcels. 
Pursuant to MSB 11.12, driveways installed within borough rights-of-way require a permit 
and must be constructed to meet the minimum standards established by code to provide for 
the proper placement and design, and to ensure drainage, maintenance, movement, and safety 
of the traveling public. 
 

2. A letter dated May 11, 2022, from the State of Alaska Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
(AMCO), indicates that a temporary package store license #4198 has been issued to the 
operator and will expire at 11:59 p.m. on August 27, 2023. Borough records indicate this 
license was issued by AMCO permitting a package store to operate exclusively from the 
current Holiday Liquor store located at 7383 W. Parks Highway.  
 
The application materials, and records transmitted to the borough for review by AMCO, do 
not reflect that the proposed new location has been issued a package store liquor license. Nor 
do records indicate that a relocation application has been submitted or approved through 
AMCO. Please provide documentation that reflects the new proposed location has been 
issued a package store liquor license, or documentation that shows a relocation application 

Driveway permits (D29949 & D29950) have been submitted and reviewed. 
Coordination is nearly complete in order to obtain final approval. 

Property has been replatted (2024-15). 
New Legal: Lot 2, Wasilla Holiday Subdivision
New Tax ID: #8478000L002 
Address: 7751 W. Parks Hwy

Revised CUP application package dated March 26, 2024 has been sent separately from 
Kate Silber to Rick Benedict as a Newforma Info Exchange file transfer due to large file size.  
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has been submitted and approved for the transfer of the current license from the existing 
location. 
 

3. Upon finalization of the abbreviated platting action (MSB Case #2023-092), please provide 
updated site plans reflecting all changes, including but not limited to the relocation of lot 
lines and/or property boundaries. Please ensure distances from all sides of structures to all 
property lines are documented. In addition, ensure all required information is included on the 
updated site plans, as described on the CUP application.      

 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Rick Benedict 
Rick Benedict, Planner II 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Development Services Division 
(907)861-8527 

Documentation of the operator's current AMCO license in the process of being transfered to the new store is 
included in Appendix 4 of this submittal. The transfer application was submitted on 12/20/23 and is still being 
reviewed for completeness at the time of this submittal; the application documentation be provided ASAP. The 
applicant understands that the MSB hearing cannot be scheduled until AMCO completes their initial review. 

The platting action referenced was recorded as Plat 2024-15 and is now included in Appendix 1. 
The maps in Appendix 1 and site plan in Appendix 2 (C3.1) have been updated accordingly. 
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From: Kate Silber
To: Rick Benedict
Subject: File Transfer: Meadow Lakes Holiday - Alcohol CUP Package Revisions - Circle K Wasilla TIA
Date: Tuesday, March 26, 2024 4:46:33 PM

[EXTERNAL EMAIL - CAUTION: Do not open unexpected attachments or links.]
 
Download all files

Additional links:

Reply to All
 
Project Name: Circle K Wasilla TIA
Project Number: 1181.63733.01
  
From: Kate Silber (DOWL)
To: Rick.Benedict@matsugov.us
CC: LaQuita Chmielowski (DOWL); Harani.Kumaresh@collierseng.com;

mark.stinson@circlek.com
Subject: Meadow Lakes Holiday - Alcohol CUP Package Revisions
Purpose: For your use and distribution
Sent via: Info Exchange
Expiration Date: 4/9/2024
Remarks: Good afternoon Rick,

 
Based on the Request for Additional Information that you provided on August 25 of
2023, as well as the plat, TIA, and site design changes that occurred since that
submission, we have updated the Alcohol CUP application for the Meadow Lakes
Holiday liquor store proposed at 7751 Parks Highway at the intersection with Meadow
Lakes Loop (Tax ID 8478000L002). This file transfer includes the compiled, revised
application package as well as an annotated copy of the RFAI letter.
 
As we have discussed recently, please note that AMCO completeness review for the
transfer of liquor license from the existing liquor store down the road has still not
been returned. The transfer application was submitted on December 20, 2023. The
documentation of AMCO completeness review will be provided ASAP, and it is our
understanding that the CUP hearing cannot be scheduled until MSB receives this. The
intent with submitting the rest of these materials now is so that MSB may begin
reviewing the revised application in the meantime.
 
Please let me know if there are any questions as you begin your review of the revised
materials.
Thank you!
Kate

 
Transferred Files

NAME TYPE DATE TIME SIZE
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mailto:ksilber@dowl.com;?subject=RE:%20Meadow%20Lakes%20Holiday%20-%20Alcohol%20CUP%20Package%20Revisions&cc=lchmielowski@dowl.com;Harani.Kumaresh@collierseng.com;mark.stinson@circlek.com;
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fmatsugov.us&c=E,1,qgzAXPT4l7JfXpy-s8_HQyzuT5J1h2HWsUAkGU8gn0PlNC1HM9oGKseG28FmXdUSYRAOnSQ7DQKbyUnRV4Mb3dQnW3XZJDwkZ_PVVWfY&typo=1&ancr_add=1


00_Holiday Alaska CUP - RFAI
8-25-2023_Annotated
3.26.24.pdf

PDF File 3/26/2024 6:08 PM 279 KB

00_Holiday Alaska
CUP_Compiled Revised
Package_3.26.24.pdf

PDF File 3/26/2024 6:05 PM 177,904
KB

Transmittal - 00001.pdf PDF File 3/26/2024 6:43 PM 88 KB
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5015 Business Park Blvd, Suite 4000, Anchorage, AK 99503

Good afternoon Rick, 

Based on the Request for Additional Information that you provided on August 25 of 2023, as 
well as the plat, TIA, and site design changes that occurred since that submission, we have 
updated the Alcohol CUP application for the Meadow Lakes Holiday liquor store proposed at 
7751 Parks Highway at the intersection with Meadow Lakes Loop (Tax ID 8478000L002). This 
file transfer includes the compiled, revised application package as well as an annotated copy 
of the RFAI letter. 

As we have discussed recently, please note that AMCO completeness review for the transfer 
of liquor license from the existing liquor store down the road has still not been returned. The 
transfer application was submitted on December 20, 2023. The documentation of AMCO 
completeness review will be provided ASAP, and it is our understanding that the CUP hearing 
cannot be scheduled until MSB receives this. The intent with submitting the rest of these 
materials now is so that MSB may begin reviewing the revised application in the meantime. 

Please let me know if there are any questions as you begin your review of the revised 
materials. 
Thank you!
Kate
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(DOWL)
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Part of Alimentation Couche-Tard

5/25/2023

Mr. Alex Strawn

Planning and Land Use Director

Matanuska Susitna Borough

Planning and Land Use Department

350 East Dahlia Avenue

Palmer, AK 99645

Subject: Letter of Authorization: Circle K Wasilla

Dear Mr. Strawn,

Holiday Alaska LLC owns the properties located at 7751 to 7699 West Parks Highway, legally
described as Lots A14 and A22, Section 9, Township 17N Range 2W (Parcel IDs 42624 and
536316). The property is located north of the intersection of West Parks Highway and North
Meadow Lakes Loop.

As the Vice President of Holiday Alaska LLC, I authorize DOWL to proceed with land use and
planning actions for the above referenced land.

Should you have any questions, please contact me either by email at:
Gary.Brant@HolidayCompanies.com or by phone at: 952 830 8700.

Sincerely,

Gary Brant

Vice President Operations
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1.0 PROJECT OVERVIEW 

– complete February 2024

– complete

– nearly complete as of this submission

– in progress

2.0 ADJACENT LAND USES 
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3.0 SITE AND BUILDING DESCRIPTION 
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4.0 ALCOHOL CONDITIONAL USE STANDARDS 
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Only ROW and Side setbacks exist on this 
property due to its location and shape.
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5.0 CONCLUSION 
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2023ANCH0161

4/13/2023

Oscar Lage
Building Plans Examiner I

Full Plan Review

Holiday Stationstore (#650) - Wasilla

Plan Review Approval Letter & Certificate
Grantor:  State of Alaska, Department of Public Safety, Division of Fire & Life Safety
Grantee:  HOLIDAY ALASKA INC
Recording District: 
Legal Description: 

2023ANCH0161 04/14/2023 Page 1 of 2
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04/14/2023

SUBJECT: Holiday Stationstore (#650) - Wasilla - Full Plan Review
ADDRESS: 7751 West Parks Highway
CITY: Wasilla
PLAN REVIEW: 2023ANCH0161
TYPE OF CONTRUCTION: V-B
OCCUPANCY: M Mercantile
ADDITIONAL OCCUPANCY: S-1 Storage, moderate hazard
2021 INTERNATIONAL BUILDING AND FIRE CODE

Dear Gary Spreng:

Plans for the Full Plan Review have been reviewed by this office for conformity with the State Fire Safety Regulations 
and are hereby approved.  Enclosed is a certificate of approval that must be posted on the premises until completion of 
the above project.

It is prohibited to occupy this building until construction is completed, and if applicable, the Automatic Fire 
System(s) is installed, tested, and certified as operable.  Any changes to the approved plans must be submitted to this 
office for review and approval.

Approval of submitted plans is not approval of omissions or oversights by this office or noncompliance with any 
applicable regulations of the Municipal Government.  The plans have not been reviewed for compliance with the 
federal Americans with Disabilities Act or structural requirements.

It must be understood that the inclusion of and compliance with State Fire Safety Regulations does not preclude the 
necessity of compliance with the requirements of local codes and ordinances.

If we can be of further assistance in this matter, please feel free to contact us at the address above.

Approved By:
Oscar Lage
Building Plans Examiner I
oscar.lage@alaska.gov

Enclosure: Approval Certificate

Return to Applicant: Gary Spreng
506 E. Fireweed Lane, Ste A
Anchorage, AK 99503-2840

Department of Public Safety
DIVISION OF FIRE AND LIFE SAFETY

Plan Review Bureau – Anchorage
5700 East Tudor Road

Anchorage, Alaska 99705-1225
Main: 907.269.2004

Fax:907.269.0098

2023ANCH0161 04/14/2023 Page 2 of 2
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Manufacturer Manufacturer Part Number
redylG  GLV-600

aviD  DVLV-600P
aviD  DV-600P

Diva DVELV-600P(303)
Maestro MALV-600
Nova T NT-1000
Nova T NTELV-600
Skylark SLV-600P
RadioRA2-10ND
SureSlide 6633
Illumatech IPE04

Manufacturer Manufacturer Part Number
Diva DVSTV-XX
Diva DVSTV-453PH-WH1

Leviton Illumatech 010-IP710-DLZ

0-10V Approved Dimmer List

Lutron

CAIRT  & ELV Approved Dimmer List

Lutron

Leviton

Color Mul plier
927

IES Mul plier

935
940

930
0.93

0.99
1.00

0.97
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23-WW-107-006-Holiday Wasilla.docx

Department of Environmental
Conservation

DIVISION OF WATER 

Wastewater Discharge Authorization 
Program

555 Cordova Street
Anchorage, Alaska 99501-2617

Main: 907.269.6285
Fax: 907.334.2415

www.dec.alaska.gov/water/wastewater

May 2, 2023

Matt DeRaeve, PE
155 Baidarka St
Kenai, AK  99611

Re: Holiday Station Store Wasilla
Storm Water Project No.: 23-WW-107-006

Dear Mr. DeRaeve: 

This letter is in response to your storm water plan received on 4/12/2023. Based on my review and in 
accordance with 18 AAC 72.600 Wastewater Disposal Regulations, the Department’s storm water 
approval is granted. This storm water plan approval constitutes an authorization as specified under AS 
46.03.100(a). Please keep me posted if any modifications to the subject plans are made.

This letter of approval does not imply the granting of additional authorizations, nor obligate any state, 
federal, or local government to grant any additional required authorizations. 

DEC regulations provide that any person who disagrees with this decision may request an informal review 
by the Division Director in accordance with 18 AAC 15.185 or an adjudicatory hearing in accordance with 
18 AAC 15.195 – 18 AAC 15.340. An informal review request must be delivered to the Director, Division 
of Water, 555 Cordova Street, Anchorage, AK  99501, within 20 days of the permit decision. Visit 
http://dec.alaska.gov/commish/review-guidance/ for information on Administrative Appeals of 
Department decisions. 

An adjudicatory hearing request must be delivered to the Commissioner of the Department of 
Environmental Conservation, PO Box 111800, Juneau, AK 99811-1800; Location: 410 Willoughby 
Avenue, Suite 303, Juneau within 30 days of the permit decision. If a hearing is not requested within 
30 days, the right to appeal is waived. 

Thank you for your coordination with the Department. If you have any questions, please contact me at 
907-269-7542 or via email at Sam.Kito@Alaska.gov.

Sincerely,

Sam Kito III, P.E.
Engineer II, Storm Water and Wetlands
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April 12, 2023

Sam Kito
Storm Water & Wetlands Engineer
Division of Water
Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation
555 Cordova St.
Anchorage, AK 99501
Ph: 907-269-7542
Email: Sam.Kito@alaska.gov

Re: Request Storm Water Letter of Approval Permanent Storm Water Control Plan
Circle K Stores, Inc. Holiday Station Store Wasilla
7751 West Parks Hwy, Wasilla, AK 99623
Property Description: T17N, R2W, Section 9 Lots A22 and A14
Nelson Engineering Project Number: 2022069

Dear Mr. Kito,

Plans for the proposed Wasilla Holiday Station Store and a Permanent Storm Water Control Plan (PSWCP) 
report are attached for your review. We are seeking a Storm Water Approval Letter for the proposed 
drainage improvements for the project.

Sincerely,

Matthew Z. DeRaeve

4/12/23

Attachments: Plans, Plan Review Checklist, PSWCP Report
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Permanent Storm Water Plan Review Checklist Page 1 

Email:
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Permanent Storm Water Plan Review Checklist Page 2 
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Permanent Storm Water Control Plan Circle K Stores, Inc.  - Holiday Station Store Wasilla
Legal: T17N, R2W, SECTION 9, LOTS A14 AND A22

1

PERMANENT STORM WATER CONTROL PLAN

FOR

HOLIDAY STATION STORE

T17N, R2W, SEC 9, LOTS A14 AND A22
WASILLA, ALASKA

PREPARED BY

NELSON ENGINEERING, PC
155 BIDARKA STREET

KENAI, ALASKA

APRIL 12, 2023
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Permanent Storm Water Control Plan Circle K Stores, Inc.  - Holiday Station Store Wasilla
Legal: T17N, R2W, SECTION 9, LOTS A14 AND A22

2

INDEX
1. SITE DESCRIPTION...................................................................................................................... 3 
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C. EXISTING SOIL CONDITIONS .................................................................................................... 3 
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D. DRAINAGE PATTERNS TO AND FROM THE SITE ......................................................................... 5 
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3. RECEIVING WATERS .................................................................................................................... 5 
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4. POLLUTANT SOURCES.................................................................................................................. 6 
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5. BMP SELECTION .......................................................................................................................... 6 

A. BMP DESCRIPTIONS ................................................................................................................. 6 
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Permanent Storm Water Control Plan Circle K Stores, Inc.  - Holiday Station Store Wasilla
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1. SITE DESCRIPTION

A. PROPERTY BOUNDARY
The proposed project is located at the northeast corner of the W. Parks Highway and N Meadows Lake
Loop intersection.   The site is bordered by W. Parks Highway to the southeast, N. Meadow Lakes Loop to
the southwest and Rainbow Ridge Subdivision Tract A to the north. The area served by the proposed
drainage improvements are limited to the property described as Lot A22 and a portion of Lot A14.

B. CONSTRUCTION SITE BOUNDARY (AREA OF DISTURBANCE)
The combined proposed development area includes Lot A22 (2.85 acres) and 3.88 acres of A14, for a
total area of 6.73 acres.  A utility easement is located at the east corner of lot A22.

The construction of the proposed project includes the development of a combined convenience store and 
liquor store building (8,857 square feet), fuel station pads and canopies, an asphalt paved parking lot 
surrounding the building, and landscaped areas along the perimeter of the combined lot area. 
Bioretention swales will be constructed within the landscape areas to collect stormwater runoff from the 
site.  The development will consist of demolishing existing structures, excavating unsuitable soils, 
constructing the new buildings and canopies, backfilling with NFS gravel, grading the lots, repaving the 
lots, and landscaping.  The entire 6.73 area expected to be disturbed during construction.  

C. EXISTING SOIL CONDITIONS
A geotechnical report was prepared by Northern Geotechnical Engineering, Inc. Terra Firma
Testing in December 2021.

According to the geotechnical report, the northeast corner of the Lot A14 as is overlain by very loose to 
loose fill ranging from silty sand to silty gravel. The fill is underlain by a small layer of native organics that 
was not removed entirely prior to the placement of the fill. The fill extended as deep as 15 feet in the 
exploration however may be deeper in areas depending on the native elevation. Moving southeast on the 
project site the fill thins to native gravel with sand to the surface for the remainder of the cleared area of 
Lot A14. The native gravel material consists of gravel with sand to the depth of our explorations.

Lot A22 is overlain by medium dense to dense sand and gravel deposits to at least 31.5 feet. There is a 
thin layer of organics (approximately two inches in thickness) located on the surface. In the center of the 
lot, loose sand and gravel were encountered to approximately 15 feet.

The report made no mention of elevated field screening results, visible staining, petroleum odors, or 
other evidence of contamination in the soils borings. No laboratory sampling was considered necessary 
for the purposes of the development.

D. APPROXIMATE DEPTH OF GROUNDWATER
According to the Northern Geotechnical Engineering, Inc. geotechnical report, the depth of groundwater
ranged from 18-ft to approximately 20-ft below the top of the existing grade of the site. Groundwater
would be expected to vary seasonally.
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2. SITE CONDITIONS

A. PRE-DEVELOPMENT SITE CONDITIONS
Lot A22 was previously utilized as a laundromat and RV park. A gravel parking area with abandoned RV
hookups are still present on the lot.

On Lot A14 an existing 80 30 , an 80 building and a 34 X 16 building are present.  The 
owner plans to demolish these structures prior to beginning construciton. The existing lot development 
includes a gravel parking area. There are some small patches concrete near the buildings. A majority of 
the lot has already been cleared, with vegetated areas to the southwest, north and east portions of the 
lot.  The surface area of the lots consists of the following:

DESCRIPTION AREA (SF) %
Impermeable (Asphalt, Concrete, Bldgs) 5,500 1.9%
Gravel 88,710 30.3%
Forest 71,450 24.4%
Natural Brush 127,572 43.4%
Total 293,232 100%

Most of the site is relatively flat with a gentle slope towards the perimeter of the lot.  A topographical 
survey was performed on November 16, 2021 by Edge Survey and Design, LLC. Existing grades indicate 
that the stormwater is directed into the deep ditchlines along the adjacent roadways.  The lot dips in 
elevation towards the northwest.

For purposes of determining pre-development runoff, conservative estimates of C values are used.  The 
following C values have been assigned to the pre developed site:
Pre-Development:

LANDCOVER C-VALUE DESCRIPTION %AREA
Impervious 0.90 Type B Soils, 2-6% Slope 1.9%
Gravel 0.60 Type B Soils, 2-6% Slope 30.3%
Forest 0.45 Type B Soils, 2-6% Slope 24.4%
Natural Brush 0.55 Type B Soils, 2-6% Slope 43.4%
The weighted C for pre-development conditions is calculated as follows:
Cpre=.019 x 0.90 +0.303 x 0.60 + 0.244 x 0.45 + 0.434 X 0.55 = 0.5474

There are no known drainages, streams, or other surface water easements within or adjacent to the site.

B. POST-DEVELOPMENT SITE CONDITIONS
The development plan includes the construction of 183,000 square feet of impervious surfaces, including
a 8,857 square foot convenience store/liquor store, 174,143 square foot impermeable asphalt/concrete.
The development will also include 110,232 square foot landscaping areas. The perimeter of the lots will
be bordered with landscaped areas with bioretention swales providing 37,800 cubic feet of storage area
for stormwater runoff and snow storage.

DESCRIPTION AREA (SF) %
Impermeable (Asphalt, Concrete, Bldgs) 183,000 62.4%
Vegetation 110,232 37.6%
Total 293,232 100%
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The existing structures will be demolished prior to the start of construction. Foundations, underground 
tanks, leach field, concrete pads, and asphalt pavement will be demolished onsite and be disposed of 
offsite.  The lots will be excavated to approximately 2-ft below finish grade in undeveloped areas, 
approximately 4-ft below finish grade in the historic fill area in the Norwest area of Lot A14, and the 
unclassified excavated material will be hauled offsite.  Non-frost susceptible engineered gravels will be 

eveling course 
and 3 bioretention swales are sized to meet the requirements of the 
Municipality of Anchorage Drainage Design Guidelines to minimize runoff from the site.  

For the purposes of determining post-development runoff, conservative estimates of C values were used. 
A C-value of 0.90 is used for all impervious areas, a C-value of 0.30 is used for all landscaped areas.  The 
post-development weighted C for each sub catchment is calculated as follows:

Post-Development:
LANDCOVER C-VALUE DESCRIPTION %AREA
Impervious 0.90 Type B Soils, 2-6% Slope 62.4%
Landscaping 0.30 Type B Soils, 2-6% Slope 37.6%
The weighted C for post-development conditions is calculated as follows:
Cpost=.624 x 0.90 +0.376 x 0.30 = 0.674

No drainage ways will be filled in order to construct this project.  

Based on runoff threshold calculations, the project will be designed with bioretention ponds in order to 
store the additional runoff from the site due to post-development construction.

C. IMPERVIOUS AREA
The development plan will increase the impervious area by 85.3% from the pre-development condition
on the site, making the total impervious area equal to 97,575 square feet or 88.3% of the total area.
The gravel area (89.6% of the pre-development condition) will be replaced with a near-equal amount of
impervious area.

D. DRAINAGE PATTERNS TO AND FROM THE SITE
The pre-developed total lot area elevation on site is higher than the surrounding roadways.   A majority
of the storm water runoff is directed to the perimeter of the site and the area of low elevation to the
northwest of Lot A14. Lot areas directly surrounding the project site are mostly undeveloped.

The post-developed lot will direct storm water runoff from the roofs and impervious areas to onsite
bioretention swales located around the perimeter of the site.  The bioretention swales are oversized to 
store more than the initial 0.5 inch of runoff from each storm event.

E. HISTORICAL DRAINAGE PROBLEMS
Historic drainage problems were not documented in the geotechnical report and the environmental
assessment documents.

3. RECEIVING WATERS

The bioretention swales surrounding the site are oversized (37,800 cubic feet) to store the total amount 
of runoff from a 10-year, 1-hour storm vent (8,405 cubic feet). If a larger storm event occurs, storm 
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water runoff will discharge into the existing ditchlines on W. Parks Highway and North Meadow Lakes 
Loop.

4. POLLUTANT SOURCES

A. DESCRIPTION OF POTENTIAL POLLUTANT SOURCES FROM PROPOSED LAND USE

Trade Name Material Storm Water Pollutants Location
Hydraulic oil/fluids Mineral Oil Leaks or broken hoses on 

equipment.
Gasoline Benzene, ethyl benzene, toluene, 

xylene, MTBE
Leaks or spills from vehicles 
filling up at pump stations or 
delivery trucks spills

Diesel Fuel Petroleum oil, grease, 
naphthalene, xylenes

Leaks or spills from vehicles 
filling up at pump stations or 
delivery trucks spills

Heating Oil Petroleum oil Leaks or spills from delivery 
trucks for building heating oil 
tank.

Antifreeze Ethylene glycol, propylene glycol, 
heavy metals

Leaks or broken hoses on 
vehicles

Wastewater Pathogens RV Dump Station spills

5. BMP SELECTION

A. BMP DESCRIPTIONS
Vegetated biorentention ponds will be located around the perimeter of the parking lot to treat stormwater
runoff from the building and parking lot areas.  Curb drains and curb spillways will be located along the
curbs bordering the parking lot to allow storm water runoff to flow into the bioretention ponds.

The bioretention ponds promote the conveyance of storm water at a slower and controlled rate and act
as a filter medium, removing pollutants and allowing stormwater infiltration.  The ponds are oversized to 
store the entire runoff from a 10-year, 1-hour storm event.  This results in a significant improvement 
from the pre-developed site in both slowing and cleaning the water from a storm event.  In the event 
storm water runoff exceeds the 10-year, 1-hour amount, the runoff will be directed into the existing 
ditchlines pf the surrounding roadways as it was prior to the rebuild.

6. OPERATIONS & MAINTENANCE PROCEDURES

See Appendix C
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APPENDIX A: SITE PLAN
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APPENDIX B: SIZING AND DESIGN INFORMATION
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APPENDIX C: OPERATIONS AND MAINTENANCE PLAN
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Department of Commerce, 

Community, 
and Economic Development 

 

ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 
 

550 West Seventh Avenue, Suite 1600 

Anchorage, AK 99501 

Main: 907.269.03

May 14, 2024 
 
   
Holiday Alaska, LLC 
Premises: 7751 W Parks Highway, Wasilla 
Via Email: gary.brant@holidaycompanies.com  
               
 
Re: dba Holiday #650. License 4198  
 
Dear Applicant:  
 
 Our staff has reviewed your application for a transfer of a package store to another location. Your 
application documents appear to be in order.  
 
 Your application is now considered complete for purposes of AS 04.11.310, AS 04.11.510, and AS 
04.11.520, and will be sent electronically to your local governing body, your community council if your 
proposed premises is in Anchorage or certain locations in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, and to any 
non-profit agencies who have requested notification of applications. The local governing body will have 
60 days to protest the issuance of this license and/or endorsement.  

 If you have not yet received all necessary approvals, such as a local license, conditional use permit, 
site plan review, Fire Marshal approval, or Department of Environmental Conservation approval, you 
should continue to work with those local or state agencies to get the requirements completed. Your 
application may be considered by the board while some approvals are still pending. However, your license 
will not be finally issued and ready to operate until all necessary approvals are received and a preliminary 
inspection of your premises by AMCO enforcement staff is completed.  

 Your application will be scheduled for the June 25, 2024, board meeting for Alcoholic Beverage 
Control Board consideration. The Zoom link will be posted on our website closer to the date of the 
meeting.  

 

Please email questions to alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov  

 
Sincerely,  
 
Jane P. Sawyer 
Program Coordinator 
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Department of Commerce,
Community, and Economic

Development

ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE

Therefore, this letter serves 
as an additional temporary extension of your 2021-2022 license so you may continue to operate beyond
February 28, 2023, while your application is pending review by an examiner

This additional temporary extension will expire at 11:59 pm on Monday, August 27, 2023, 
and may be rescinded at any time by the AMCO Director or the ABC Board.

Please print and post this letter next to your 2021-2022 license.

ALASKA ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE
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[Form AB-07] (rev 2/28/2022) Page 1 of 1 

Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

Form AB-07: Public Notice Posting Affidavit 

Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
550 W 7

th
 Avenue, Suite 1600

Anchorage, AK 99501 
alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov 

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco  
Phone: 907.269.0350 

Why is this form needed?

A public notice posting affidavit is required for all liquor license applications. An applicant must give notice of a liquor license 

application to the public by posting a true copy of the Form AB-00 (new licenses) or Form AB-01 (license transfers) for ten (10) days 

at the location of the proposed licensed premises and one other conspicuous location in the area of the proposed premises, per  

AS 04.11.310 and 3 AAC 304.125. The public notice must be given within the 60 days immediately preceding filing of the 

application. 

This form must be completed and submitted to AMCO’s Anchorage office before any license application will be considered

complete. 

Enter information for the business seeking to be licensed, as identified on the license application. 

Licensee: 

License Type: 

Doing Business As: 

Premises Address: 

City: State: ZIP: 

________________________________________ 
Signature of licensee

________________________________________ 
Printed name of licensee

Section 1 – Establishment Information

Section 2 – Certification 

I certify that I have met the public notice requirement set forth under AS 04.11.310 by posting a copy of my application for the 
following 10-day period at the location of the proposed licensed premises and at the following conspicuous location in the area of the 
proposed premises:

Start Date: ______________________________________ End Date: ______________________________________ 

Other conspicuous location: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 

Read the statement below, and then sign your initials in the box to the right of the statement: 

I hereby certify that I am the person herein named and subscribing to this application and that I have read the 
complete application, and I know the full content thereof. I declare that all of the information contained herein, 
and evidence or other documents submitted are true and correct. I understand that any falsification or 
misrepresentation of any item or response in this application, or any attachment, or documents to support this 
application, is sufficient grounds for denying or revoking a license/permit. I further understand that it is a Class A 
misdemeanor under Alaska Statute 11.56.210 to falsify an application and commit the crime of unsworn 
falsification.

            Initials
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Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

Form AB-02: Premises Diagram 

[Form AB-02] (rev 2/28/2022) Page 1 of 2 

Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
550 W 7

th
 Avenue, Suite 1600

Anchorage, AK 99501 
alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov 

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco  
Phone: 907.269.0350 

☐ ☐ 

Why is this form needed? 

A detailed diagram of the proposed licensed premises is required for all liquor license applications, per AS 04.11.260 and  

3 AAC 304.185. Your diagram must include dimensions and must show all entrances and boundaries of the premises, walls, bars, 

fixtures, and areas of storage, service, consumption, and manufacturing. If your proposed premises is located within a building or 

building complex that contains multiple businesses and/or tenants, please provide an additional page that clearly shows the 

location of your proposed premises within the building or building complex, along with the addresses and/or suite numbers of the 

other businesses and/or tenants within the building or building complex.   

The second page of this form may not be required. Blueprints, CAD drawings, or other clearly drawn and marked diagrams may be 
submitted in lieu of the second page of this form. The first page must still be completed, attached to, and submitted with any 
supplemental diagrams. An AMCO employee may require you to complete the second page of this form if additional documentation 
for your premises diagram is needed. 

This form must be completed and submitted to AMCO’s Anchorage office before any license application will be considered 
complete. 

Yes No 

I have attached blueprints, CAD drawings, or other supporting documents in addition to, or in lieu of, the second 

page of this form. 

Enter information for the business seeking to be licensed, as identified on the license application. 

Licensee: License Number: 

License Type: 

Doing Business As: 

Premises Address: 

City: State: ZIP: 

Section 1 – Establishment Information 
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[Form AB-02] (rev 2/28/2022) Page 2 of 2 

Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 

Form AB-02: Premises Diagram 

Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
550 W 7

th
 Avenue, Suite 1600

Anchorage, AK 99501 
alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov 

https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco  
Phone: 907.269.0350 

Clearly indicate the boundaries of the premises and the proposed licensed area within that property. Clearly indicate the interior 
layout of any enclosed areas on the proposed premises. Clearly identify all entrances and exits, walls, bars, and fixtures, and outline in 
red the perimeter of the areas designated for alcohol storage, service, consumption, and manufacturing. Include dimensions, cross-
streets, and points of reference in your drawing. You may attach blueprints or other detailed drawings that meet the requirements of 
this form. 

Section 2 – Detailed Premises Diagram 
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From: Sawyer, Jane Preston (CED)
To: License Reviews; Alex Strawn
Cc: AMCO Local Government Only (CED sponsored)
Subject: Lic. 4198-LGB Notice-Transfer Application-Holiday #360
Date: Tuesday, May 14, 2024 4:11:12 PM
Attachments: image001.png

Lic. 4198.LGB Notice.Transfer App.Holiday #650.pdf
Holiday Alaska, LLC Entity Documents.pdf
2019-07-03 Warranty Deed.pdf
4198 AB-01 Transfer Application.pdf
4198 AB-07 Public Notice Posting Affidavit.pdf
4198 Transfer AB-02 Premises Diagram.pdf

[EXTERNAL EMAIL - CAUTION: Do not open unexpected attachments or links.]
Good afternoon,
 
Attached is notice of a transfer of location of an alcoholic beverage license in your
jurisdiction. I also attached the relevant application documents.
 
The transfer is from location: 7383W Parks Highway, to 7751 W Parks Highway.
 
 
Respectfully,
 
 
Jane P. Sawyer
Program Coordinator
DCCED-Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office
550 W. 7th Avenue, Suite 1600
Anchorage, AK 99501
907-269-0490
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Department of Commerce, Community, 
and Economic Development 
ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 


550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 


Main: 907.269.0350


 
May 14, 2024 
 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 


Email: license.reviews@matsugov.us; alex.strawn@matsugov.us  


License Type: Package Store License Number: 4198 


Licensee: Holiday Alaska, LLC 


Doing Business As: Holiday #650 


Premises Address To: 7751 W Parks Highway, Wasilla, AK 99623  from: 7383 W Parks Highway, Wasilla 


  


☐ New Application ☐ Transfer of Ownership Application  


☒ Transfer of Location Application ☐ Transfer of Controlling Interest Application 


                     
We have received a completed application for the above listed license (see attached application documents) within 
your jurisdiction. This is the notice required under AS 04.11.480. 
 
A local governing body may protest the approval of an application(s) pursuant to AS 04.11.480 by furnishing the 
director and the applicant with a clear and concise written statement of reasons for the protest within 60 days of 
receipt of this notice, and by allowing the applicant a reasonable opportunity to defend the application before a 
meeting of the local governing body, as required by 3 AAC 304.145(d). If a protest is filed, the board will deny the 
application unless the board finds that the protest is arbitrary, capricious, and unreasonable. To protest the 
application referenced above, please submit your protest within 60 days and show proof of service upon the 
applicant. 
 
AS 04.11.491 – AS 04.11.509 provide that the board will deny a license application if the board finds that the 
license is prohibited under as a result of an election conducted under AS 04.11.507. 
 
AS 04.11.420 provides that the board will not issue a license when a local governing body protests an application 
on the grounds that the applicant’s proposed licensed premises are located in a place within the local government 
where a local zoning ordinance prohibits the alcohol establishment, unless the local government has approved a 
variance from the local ordinance. 
  
Sincerely, 
Jane P. Sawyer, Program Coordinator 
For,  
Joan Wilson, Director 
amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov  
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OPERATING AGREEMENT 
OF 


HOLIDAY ALASKA, LLC 


 This Operating Agreement (this “Agreement”) of Holiday Alaska, LLC, an Alaska limited 
liability company (the “Company”), is executed on and as of November 1, 2017 (the “Effective Time”), 
by Holiday Stationstores, Inc., a Minnesota corporation, as the sole member of the Company (the “Sole 
Member”) as of the Effective Time.  The Sole Member adopts the following as the operating agreement 
of the Company: 


AGREEMENT 


1. Name.  The name of the Company is Holiday Alaska, LLC. 


2. Operating Agreement.  Except as otherwise required by the Alaska Revised Limited 
Liability Company Act (Alaska Stat. § 10.50.010 et seq.) (the “Act”), the Sole Member intends that this 
Agreement shall govern all aspects of the Company’s business, activities and affairs.  The Sole Member 
acknowledges and agrees that this Agreement, including any exhibits hereto, in each case as hereafter 
amended from time to time in accordance with its terms, shall be the Company’s sole operating agreement 
for purposes of Sections 10.50.095 and 10.50.990(17) of the Act, and at no time shall any operating 
agreement be created by oral or implied means.  The Sole Member intends that, during the entire term of 
this Agreement, the provisions of this Agreement shall, to the maximum extent permitted by law, 
supersede any provisions of the Act, as they now exist or as may be subsequently amended or restated, 
that are inconsistent or conflict with the provisions of this Agreement.  


3. Members.  The Sole Member is the sole member of the Company. 


4. Limited Liability.  To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, the debts, 
obligations, or other liabilities of the Company, whether arising in contract, tort or otherwise, (a) are 
solely the debts, obligations or other liabilities of the Company, and (b) shall not become the debts, 
obligations or other liabilities of the Sole Member or any officer or authorized person unless expressly 
assumed by such party; provided that any repeal of this provision as a matter of law or any modification 
of this subpart shall be prospective only, and shall not adversely affect any limitation on the personal 
liability of the Sole Member or any officer or authorized person existing at the time of such repeal or 
modification. 


5. Interest in the Company.  The Sole Member is deemed admitted as a member of the 
Company upon execution and delivery of this Agreement.  The Sole Member owns 100% of the issued 
and outstanding ownership interest in the Company.  For purposes of this Agreement, the Sole Member’s 
interest includes all of the Sole Member’s rights and interests in the Company in the Sole Member’s 
capacity as the sole member of the Company, as provided in the Company’s articles of organization, this 
Agreement and the Act, including the Sole Member’s interest in the governance, distributions, capital, 
income, gain, deductions, losses, and credits of the Company. 


6. Capital Contributions.  The Sole Member is not required to, but may, make capital 
contributions to the Company.  Any such contributions shall be recorded in the Company’s books and 
records. 


7. Allocation of Profits and Losses.  The Company’s profits and losses will be allocated in 
accordance with the ownership interest of the members. 
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8. Distributions.  The distributions shall be made to the Sole Member at the times and in 
the aggregate amounts determined by the Sole Member.  Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary 
contained in this Agreement, the Company shall not make a distribution if such distribution would violate 
the Act or any other applicable law. 


9. Member Management.  The management and conduct of the Company shall be vested 
in the Sole Member.  In accordance with the Section 10.50.110(a) of the Act, the Sole Member shall have 
the authority to bind the Company and shall have the power to do any and all acts necessary, convenient 
or incidental to or for the furtherance of the purposes of the Company, including all powers, statutory or 
otherwise, possessed by members of a limited liability company under the laws of the State of Alaska. 


10. Delegation of Authority.   


(a) Officers.  The Sole Member shall have the authority to appoint individual 
persons as “officers” to be agents and representatives of the Company and to delegate to any such person 
all or any of the Sole Member’s powers pursuant to this Agreement.  Any delegation pursuant to this 
Section 10 may be revoked at any time by the Sole Member.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in 
this Agreement, no provision in this Agreement granting any authority to any officer of the Company 
shall limit the authority of the Sole Member to act on behalf of the Company in any capacity under 
applicable law.   


(b) Further Delegation.  Unless prohibited by the Sole Member, an officer elected 
or appointed by the Sole Member may delegate some or all of the duties and powers of such office to 
other persons. 


(c) Term of Office.  Each officer shall hold office until a successor has been 
appointed by the Sole Member, or until such officer’s death, resignation, or removal from office. 


(d) Removal and Vacancies.  Any officer or agent elected or appointed by the Sole 
Member shall hold office at the pleasure of the Sole Member and may be removed, with or without cause, 
at any time by the Sole Member, subject to the terms of this Agreement.  Any vacancy in an office of the 
Company shall be filled by action of the Sole Member. 


11. Right to Indemnification.  To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, including 
Section 10.50.148 of the Act, the Company shall indemnify, hold harmless and advance expenses to each 
of the Sole Member, the Sole Member’s affiliates, directors, officers, employees, members, managers, 
partners, shareholders, assigns, representatives and agents and any officer duly appointed and acting on 
behalf of the Company in his or her capacity as an officer (each, an “Indemnified Party” and 
collectively, the “Indemnified Parties”) from and against and with respect to any and all losses, 
expenses, damages, liabilities, claims, demands or other amounts paid in settlement, sustained, incurred or 
suffered by reason of any acts or omissions or alleged acts or omissions as the Sole Member, an affiliate, 
director, officer, employee, member, manager, partner, shareholder, assign, representative or agent of the 
Sole Member, an officer duly appointed and acting on behalf of the Company in his or her capacity as an 
officer, as applicable, or in connection with any claim or proceeding arising out of or relating to the 
business or the operation of the Company, including judgments, settlements, penalties, fines or expenses 
incurred in a proceeding to which such Indemnified Party is a party or threatened to be made a party. The 
Sole Member’s liability to the Company for money damages is eliminated and limited to the fullest extent 
permitted by applicable law, including the Act. If applicable law, including the Act, is hereafter amended 
to authorize the further elimination or limitation of the liability of the Sole Member then, without 
requiring any action by the members, the liability of such Indemnified Party or Indemnified Parties shall 
be further limited to the fullest extent permitted by the amended applicable law. Any repeal of this 
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provision as a matter of law or any modification of this subpart shall be prospective only, and shall not 
adversely affect any limitation on the personal liability of an Indemnified Party existing at the time of 
such repeal or modification. 


12. Transfers.  The Sole Member may transfer in whole or in part its interest in the 
Company.  If the Sole Member transfers any part of its interest in the Company, the transferee shall be 
admitted to the Company upon such transferee’s execution of an instrument signifying its agreement to be 
bound by the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  Any such transferee acknowledges that this 
Agreement, unless amended to accommodate multiple members, contemplates only one member and the 
Sole Member shall have automatically become the sole manager in a manager-managed limited liability 
company (as defined in the Act) for all purposes until such time as all the members enter into a new 
operating agreement.  If the Sole Member transfers all of its interest in the Company, such admission 
shall be deemed effective immediately prior to the transfer, and, immediately following such admission, 
the transferor member shall cease to be a member of the Company. 


13. Other Business.  Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent the Sole Member from 
engaging in activities that may be competitive with the Company. The Sole Member may engage in 
or possess an interest in other business ventures of every kind and description, independently or with 
others. The Company shall not have any rights in or to such independent ventures or the income or 
profits therefrom by virtue of this Agreement. 


14. Dissolution. Notwithstanding Section 10.50.400 of the Act, the Company shall be 
dissolved upon the first to occur of the following events: (a) the approval of the Sole Member; or (b)  the 
entry of a decree of judicial dissolution permitted under Section 10.50.405 of the Act.  To the full extent 
permitted by applicable law, the forgoing events that cause dissolution of the Company shall be the 
exclusive events that cause the dissolution of the Company.  In the event of dissolution, the Company 
shall be wound up and terminated in accordance with Section 10.50.415 of the Act. 


15. Fiscal Year.  The initial fiscal year of the Company shall end December 31, 2017; 
thereafter the Company’s fiscal year shall begin the first day of January and shall end on the last day of 
December. 


16. Entire Agreement.  This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement of the member(s) 
with respect to the subject matter hereof and supersedes any and all other prior agreements with respect to 
the subject matter hereof.  The heirs, executors, administrators, legal or personal representatives, 
successors and/or assigns of each member shall be bound by this Agreement and shall be obligated to take 
any further action necessary or proper to fulfillment hereof. 


17. Amendments.  Any amendment to this Agreement shall be adopted and be effective as 
an amendment hereto if it is approved in writing by the Sole Member. 


18. Governing Law.  This Agreement, and all rights and remedies hereunder, shall be 
governed by, and construed under, the laws of the State of Alaska (without regard to conflict of laws 
principles). 


 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







AK Entity #: 82196D
Date Filed: 01/29/2021


State of Alaska, DCCED


 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23












 
Received by AMCO 5.14.24







 
Received by AMCO 5.14.24







 
Received by AMCO 5.14.24







 
Received by AMCO 5.14.24












 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23







 
Received by AMCO 12.30.23












[Form AB-07] (rev 2/28/2022) Page 1 of 1 


Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 


Form AB-07: Public Notice Posting Affidavit 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
550 W 7


th
 Avenue, Suite 1600


Anchorage, AK 99501 
alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov 


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco  
Phone: 907.269.0350 


Why is this form needed?


A public notice posting affidavit is required for all liquor license applications. An applicant must give notice of a liquor license 


application to the public by posting a true copy of the Form AB-00 (new licenses) or Form AB-01 (license transfers) for ten (10) days 


at the location of the proposed licensed premises and one other conspicuous location in the area of the proposed premises, per  


AS 04.11.310 and 3 AAC 304.125. The public notice must be given within the 60 days immediately preceding filing of the 


application. 


This form must be completed and submitted to AMCO’s Anchorage office before any license application will be considered


complete. 


Enter information for the business seeking to be licensed, as identified on the license application. 


Licensee: 


License Type: 


Doing Business As: 


Premises Address: 


City: State: ZIP: 


________________________________________ 
Signature of licensee


________________________________________ 
Printed name of licensee


Section 1 – Establishment Information


Section 2 – Certification 


I certify that I have met the public notice requirement set forth under AS 04.11.310 by posting a copy of my application for the 
following 10-day period at the location of the proposed licensed premises and at the following conspicuous location in the area of the 
proposed premises:


Start Date: ______________________________________ End Date: ______________________________________ 


Other conspicuous location: ______________________________________________________________________________________ 


Read the statement below, and then sign your initials in the box to the right of the statement: 


I hereby certify that I am the person herein named and subscribing to this application and that I have read the 
complete application, and I know the full content thereof. I declare that all of the information contained herein, 
and evidence or other documents submitted are true and correct. I understand that any falsification or 
misrepresentation of any item or response in this application, or any attachment, or documents to support this 
application, is sufficient grounds for denying or revoking a license/permit. I further understand that it is a Class A 
misdemeanor under Alaska Statute 11.56.210 to falsify an application and commit the crime of unsworn 
falsification.


            Initials
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		Licensee: Holiday Alaska, LLC

		License Type: Package Store

		Doing Business As: Holiday #650

		Premises Address: 7751 W Parks Hwy

		City: Wasilla

		State: AK

		ZIP: 99623

		Start Date: 11/29/2023

		End Date: 12/11/2023

		Other conspicuous location: Wasilla Post Office - 401 Main St., Wasilla, AK 99654

		Text9: Gary Brant

		Text1: 








Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 


Form AB-02: Premises Diagram 


[Form AB-02] (rev 2/28/2022) Page 1 of 2 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
550 W 7


th
 Avenue, Suite 1600


Anchorage, AK 99501 
alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov 


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco  
Phone: 907.269.0350 


☐ ☐ 


Why is this form needed? 


A detailed diagram of the proposed licensed premises is required for all liquor license applications, per AS 04.11.260 and  


3 AAC 304.185. Your diagram must include dimensions and must show all entrances and boundaries of the premises, walls, bars, 


fixtures, and areas of storage, service, consumption, and manufacturing. If your proposed premises is located within a building or 


building complex that contains multiple businesses and/or tenants, please provide an additional page that clearly shows the 


location of your proposed premises within the building or building complex, along with the addresses and/or suite numbers of the 


other businesses and/or tenants within the building or building complex.   


The second page of this form may not be required. Blueprints, CAD drawings, or other clearly drawn and marked diagrams may be 
submitted in lieu of the second page of this form. The first page must still be completed, attached to, and submitted with any 
supplemental diagrams. An AMCO employee may require you to complete the second page of this form if additional documentation 
for your premises diagram is needed. 


This form must be completed and submitted to AMCO’s Anchorage office before any license application will be considered 
complete. 


Yes No 


I have attached blueprints, CAD drawings, or other supporting documents in addition to, or in lieu of, the second 


page of this form. 


Enter information for the business seeking to be licensed, as identified on the license application. 


Licensee: License Number: 


License Type: 


Doing Business As: 


Premises Address: 


City: State: ZIP: 


Section 1 – Establishment Information 
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[Form AB-02] (rev 2/28/2022) Page 2 of 2 


Alaska Alcoholic Beverage Control Board 


Form AB-02: Premises Diagram 


Alcohol and Marijuana Control Office 
550 W 7


th
 Avenue, Suite 1600


Anchorage, AK 99501 
alcohol.licensing@alaska.gov 


https://www.commerce.alaska.gov/web/amco  
Phone: 907.269.0350 


Clearly indicate the boundaries of the premises and the proposed licensed area within that property. Clearly indicate the interior 
layout of any enclosed areas on the proposed premises. Clearly identify all entrances and exits, walls, bars, and fixtures, and outline in 
red the perimeter of the areas designated for alcohol storage, service, consumption, and manufacturing. Include dimensions, cross-
streets, and points of reference in your drawing. You may attach blueprints or other detailed drawings that meet the requirements of 
this form. 


Section 2 – Detailed Premises Diagram 
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OPERATING AGREEMENT 
OF 

HOLIDAY ALASKA, LLC 

 This Operating Agreement (this “Agreement”) of Holiday Alaska, LLC, an Alaska limited 
liability company (the “Company”), is executed on and as of November 1, 2017 (the “Effective Time”), 
by Holiday Stationstores, Inc., a Minnesota corporation, as the sole member of the Company (the “Sole 
Member”) as of the Effective Time.  The Sole Member adopts the following as the operating agreement 
of the Company: 

AGREEMENT 

1. Name.  The name of the Company is Holiday Alaska, LLC. 

2. Operating Agreement.  Except as otherwise required by the Alaska Revised Limited 
Liability Company Act (Alaska Stat. § 10.50.010 et seq.) (the “Act”), the Sole Member intends that this 
Agreement shall govern all aspects of the Company’s business, activities and affairs.  The Sole Member 
acknowledges and agrees that this Agreement, including any exhibits hereto, in each case as hereafter 
amended from time to time in accordance with its terms, shall be the Company’s sole operating agreement 
for purposes of Sections 10.50.095 and 10.50.990(17) of the Act, and at no time shall any operating 
agreement be created by oral or implied means.  The Sole Member intends that, during the entire term of 
this Agreement, the provisions of this Agreement shall, to the maximum extent permitted by law, 
supersede any provisions of the Act, as they now exist or as may be subsequently amended or restated, 
that are inconsistent or conflict with the provisions of this Agreement.  

3. Members.  The Sole Member is the sole member of the Company. 

4. Limited Liability.  To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, the debts, 
obligations, or other liabilities of the Company, whether arising in contract, tort or otherwise, (a) are 
solely the debts, obligations or other liabilities of the Company, and (b) shall not become the debts, 
obligations or other liabilities of the Sole Member or any officer or authorized person unless expressly 
assumed by such party; provided that any repeal of this provision as a matter of law or any modification 
of this subpart shall be prospective only, and shall not adversely affect any limitation on the personal 
liability of the Sole Member or any officer or authorized person existing at the time of such repeal or 
modification. 

5. Interest in the Company.  The Sole Member is deemed admitted as a member of the 
Company upon execution and delivery of this Agreement.  The Sole Member owns 100% of the issued 
and outstanding ownership interest in the Company.  For purposes of this Agreement, the Sole Member’s 
interest includes all of the Sole Member’s rights and interests in the Company in the Sole Member’s 
capacity as the sole member of the Company, as provided in the Company’s articles of organization, this 
Agreement and the Act, including the Sole Member’s interest in the governance, distributions, capital, 
income, gain, deductions, losses, and credits of the Company. 

6. Capital Contributions.  The Sole Member is not required to, but may, make capital 
contributions to the Company.  Any such contributions shall be recorded in the Company’s books and 
records. 

7. Allocation of Profits and Losses.  The Company’s profits and losses will be allocated in 
accordance with the ownership interest of the members. 
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8. Distributions.  The distributions shall be made to the Sole Member at the times and in 
the aggregate amounts determined by the Sole Member.  Notwithstanding any provision to the contrary 
contained in this Agreement, the Company shall not make a distribution if such distribution would violate 
the Act or any other applicable law. 

9. Member Management.  The management and conduct of the Company shall be vested 
in the Sole Member.  In accordance with the Section 10.50.110(a) of the Act, the Sole Member shall have 
the authority to bind the Company and shall have the power to do any and all acts necessary, convenient 
or incidental to or for the furtherance of the purposes of the Company, including all powers, statutory or 
otherwise, possessed by members of a limited liability company under the laws of the State of Alaska. 

10. Delegation of Authority.   

(a) Officers.  The Sole Member shall have the authority to appoint individual 
persons as “officers” to be agents and representatives of the Company and to delegate to any such person 
all or any of the Sole Member’s powers pursuant to this Agreement.  Any delegation pursuant to this 
Section 10 may be revoked at any time by the Sole Member.  Notwithstanding anything to the contrary in 
this Agreement, no provision in this Agreement granting any authority to any officer of the Company 
shall limit the authority of the Sole Member to act on behalf of the Company in any capacity under 
applicable law.   

(b) Further Delegation.  Unless prohibited by the Sole Member, an officer elected 
or appointed by the Sole Member may delegate some or all of the duties and powers of such office to 
other persons. 

(c) Term of Office.  Each officer shall hold office until a successor has been 
appointed by the Sole Member, or until such officer’s death, resignation, or removal from office. 

(d) Removal and Vacancies.  Any officer or agent elected or appointed by the Sole 
Member shall hold office at the pleasure of the Sole Member and may be removed, with or without cause, 
at any time by the Sole Member, subject to the terms of this Agreement.  Any vacancy in an office of the 
Company shall be filled by action of the Sole Member. 

11. Right to Indemnification.  To the fullest extent permitted by applicable law, including 
Section 10.50.148 of the Act, the Company shall indemnify, hold harmless and advance expenses to each 
of the Sole Member, the Sole Member’s affiliates, directors, officers, employees, members, managers, 
partners, shareholders, assigns, representatives and agents and any officer duly appointed and acting on 
behalf of the Company in his or her capacity as an officer (each, an “Indemnified Party” and 
collectively, the “Indemnified Parties”) from and against and with respect to any and all losses, 
expenses, damages, liabilities, claims, demands or other amounts paid in settlement, sustained, incurred or 
suffered by reason of any acts or omissions or alleged acts or omissions as the Sole Member, an affiliate, 
director, officer, employee, member, manager, partner, shareholder, assign, representative or agent of the 
Sole Member, an officer duly appointed and acting on behalf of the Company in his or her capacity as an 
officer, as applicable, or in connection with any claim or proceeding arising out of or relating to the 
business or the operation of the Company, including judgments, settlements, penalties, fines or expenses 
incurred in a proceeding to which such Indemnified Party is a party or threatened to be made a party. The 
Sole Member’s liability to the Company for money damages is eliminated and limited to the fullest extent 
permitted by applicable law, including the Act. If applicable law, including the Act, is hereafter amended 
to authorize the further elimination or limitation of the liability of the Sole Member then, without 
requiring any action by the members, the liability of such Indemnified Party or Indemnified Parties shall 
be further limited to the fullest extent permitted by the amended applicable law. Any repeal of this 
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provision as a matter of law or any modification of this subpart shall be prospective only, and shall not 
adversely affect any limitation on the personal liability of an Indemnified Party existing at the time of 
such repeal or modification. 

12. Transfers.  The Sole Member may transfer in whole or in part its interest in the 
Company.  If the Sole Member transfers any part of its interest in the Company, the transferee shall be 
admitted to the Company upon such transferee’s execution of an instrument signifying its agreement to be 
bound by the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  Any such transferee acknowledges that this 
Agreement, unless amended to accommodate multiple members, contemplates only one member and the 
Sole Member shall have automatically become the sole manager in a manager-managed limited liability 
company (as defined in the Act) for all purposes until such time as all the members enter into a new 
operating agreement.  If the Sole Member transfers all of its interest in the Company, such admission 
shall be deemed effective immediately prior to the transfer, and, immediately following such admission, 
the transferor member shall cease to be a member of the Company. 

13. Other Business.  Nothing in this Agreement shall prevent the Sole Member from 
engaging in activities that may be competitive with the Company. The Sole Member may engage in 
or possess an interest in other business ventures of every kind and description, independently or with 
others. The Company shall not have any rights in or to such independent ventures or the income or 
profits therefrom by virtue of this Agreement. 

14. Dissolution. Notwithstanding Section 10.50.400 of the Act, the Company shall be 
dissolved upon the first to occur of the following events: (a) the approval of the Sole Member; or (b)  the 
entry of a decree of judicial dissolution permitted under Section 10.50.405 of the Act.  To the full extent 
permitted by applicable law, the forgoing events that cause dissolution of the Company shall be the 
exclusive events that cause the dissolution of the Company.  In the event of dissolution, the Company 
shall be wound up and terminated in accordance with Section 10.50.415 of the Act. 

15. Fiscal Year.  The initial fiscal year of the Company shall end December 31, 2017; 
thereafter the Company’s fiscal year shall begin the first day of January and shall end on the last day of 
December. 

16. Entire Agreement.  This Agreement constitutes the entire agreement of the member(s) 
with respect to the subject matter hereof and supersedes any and all other prior agreements with respect to 
the subject matter hereof.  The heirs, executors, administrators, legal or personal representatives, 
successors and/or assigns of each member shall be bound by this Agreement and shall be obligated to take 
any further action necessary or proper to fulfillment hereof. 

17. Amendments.  Any amendment to this Agreement shall be adopted and be effective as 
an amendment hereto if it is approved in writing by the Sole Member. 

18. Governing Law.  This Agreement, and all rights and remedies hereunder, shall be 
governed by, and construed under, the laws of the State of Alaska (without regard to conflict of laws 
principles). 
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AK Entity #: 82196D
Date Filed: 01/29/2021
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Department of Commerce, Community, 
and Economic Development 
ALCOHOL & MARIJUANA CONTROL OFFICE 

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1600 
Anchorage, AK 99501 

Main: 907.269.0350

 
May 14, 2024 
 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

Email: license.reviews@matsugov.us; alex.strawn@matsugov.us  

License Type: Package Store License Number: 4198 

Licensee: Holiday Alaska, LLC 

Doing Business As: Holiday #650 

Premises Address To: 7751 W Parks Highway, Wasilla, AK 99623  from: 7383 W Parks Highway, Wasilla 

  

☐ New Application ☐ Transfer of Ownership Application  

☒ Transfer of Location Application ☐ Transfer of Controlling Interest Application 

                     
We have received a completed application for the above listed license (see attached application documents) within 
your jurisdiction. This is the notice required under AS 04.11.480. 
 
A local governing body may protest the approval of an application(s) pursuant to AS 04.11.480 by furnishing the 
director and the applicant with a clear and concise written statement of reasons for the protest within 60 days of 
receipt of this notice, and by allowing the applicant a reasonable opportunity to defend the application before a 
meeting of the local governing body, as required by 3 AAC 304.145(d). If a protest is filed, the board will deny the 
application unless the board finds that the protest is arbitrary, capricious, and unreasonable. To protest the 
application referenced above, please submit your protest within 60 days and show proof of service upon the 
applicant. 
 
AS 04.11.491 – AS 04.11.509 provide that the board will deny a license application if the board finds that the 
license is prohibited under as a result of an election conducted under AS 04.11.507. 
 
AS 04.11.420 provides that the board will not issue a license when a local governing body protests an application 
on the grounds that the applicant’s proposed licensed premises are located in a place within the local government 
where a local zoning ordinance prohibits the alcohol establishment, unless the local government has approved a 
variance from the local ordinance. 
  
Sincerely, 
Jane P. Sawyer, Program Coordinator 
For,  
Joan Wilson, Director 
amco.localgovernmentonly@alaska.gov  
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Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Planning and Land Use Department 

Development Services Division 
350 East Dahlia Ave Palmer, AK 99645 

Phone (907) 861-7822 / Fax (907) 861-8158 
www.matsugov.us 

 
 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO CONSTRUCT DRIVEWAY 
PERMIT # D29949 

TAX PARCEL ID # 17N02W09A014 
Holiday Station Northern Access 

May 2, 2024 
 
 

All driveway installations shall comply with MSB Title 11.12. This authorization will expire one year from the date of 
this notice.  

Call before you dig. Dial 811 to have utilities located before starting any dirt work. 

 

The driveway access must adhere to the specifications outlined in the engineering plans, drawings, and other 
relevant documents submitted during the application process. 

 

CULVERT REQUIRED 

 Minimum 24-inch diameter corrugated metal pipe installed with sloped end sections. 
 Ditch, driveway apron, and culvert end clear of rocks larger than 6” and any debris.   
 Driveways fronting on paved roadway surfaces shall have a paved apron to the furthest point of curvature from 

the roadway. 
 Signage and striping, if used, shall conform to the “2016 Alaska Traffic Manual” (Alaska Department of 

Transportation and Public Facilities) and shall be maintained by the landowner.  
  

 

When driveway construction is complete, call the Inspection Request Line at 861-7822 option 2 or email 
PermitCenter@matsugov.us to request a final inspection. Be sure to reference the permit number shown above. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Michelle Olsen, RWA 
ROW Coordinator 
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Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Planning and Land Use Department 

Development Services Division 
350 East Dahlia Ave Palmer, AK 99645 

Phone (907) 861-7822 / Fax (907) 861-8158 
www.matsugov.us 

 
 
 

AUTHORIZATION TO CONSTRUCT DRIVEWAY 
PERMIT # D29950 

TAX PARCEL ID # 17N02W09A022 
Holiday Station Southern Access 

May 2, 2024 
 
 

All driveway installations shall comply with MSB Title 11.12. This authorization will expire one year from the date of 
this notice.  

Call before you dig. Dial 811 to have utilities located before starting any dirt work. 

 

The driveway access must adhere to the specifications outlined in the engineering plans, drawings, and other 
relevant documents submitted during the application process. 

 

CULVERT REQUIRED 

 Minimum 24-inch diameter corrugated metal pipe installed with sloped end sections. 
 Ditch, driveway apron, and culvert end clear of rocks larger than 6” and any debris.   
 Driveways fronting on paved roadway surfaces shall have a paved apron to the furthest point of curvature from 

the roadway. 
 Signage and striping, if used, shall conform to the “2016 Alaska Traffic Manual” (Alaska Department of 

Transportation and Public Facilities) and shall be maintained by the landowner.  
  

 

When driveway construction is complete, call the Inspection Request Line at 861-7822 option 2 or email 
PermitCenter@matsugov.us to request a final inspection. Be sure to reference the permit number shown above. 

 
Sincerely, 
 
Michelle Olsen, RWA 
ROW Coordinator 
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INTRODUCTION FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING: 

LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
Resolution No. 24-16

Geographic Renaming Arkose 
Peak
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U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 
 

Domestic Geographic 
Name Report 

  
 
1 Use this form to recommend a feature 
name or to suggest a name change. 
 
2. For features on Federal lands, 
coordinate requests with the agency 
(U.S. Forest Service, National Park 
Service, Bureau of Land Management, 
etc.) For the administrative area in 
which the land is located. 

 
3. On the reverse side of this form give 
information on the local usage and 
authority for recommended name. 
 
4. For more information about the 
Geographic Names Information System 
or the National Gazetteer Program, 
contact the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names at 703-648-4544. 

 
5. Return this form to: 
 

Executive Secretary for Domestic 
Geographic Names 
U.S. Geological Survey 
523 National Center 
Reston, VA 22092 

 
 

Action Requested 
 
Proposed New Name: 

 
X 

 
Application Change: 

 
 

 
Name Change: 

 
 

 
Other: 

 
 

 

 
 
Recommended Name: 

 
Arkose Peak 

 
State: 

 
Alaska  

County or Equivalent: 
 
 

 
Administrative Area: 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
 

 
  

 
Specific Area Covered: 

 
Latitude: 

 
61 

 
° 

 
46 

 
‘ 

 
15.03 

 
“ 

 
N 

 
Longitude: 

 
149 

 
° 

 
4 

 
‘ 

 
8.41 

 
“ 

 
W 

 
Latitude: 

 
 

 
°
 

 
 

 
‘ 

 
 

 
“ 

 
NS 

 
Longitude: 

 
 

 
° 

 
 

 
‘ 

 
 

 
“ 

 
WS 
 
 

 
Center: 

 
 

 
Heading End 

 
 

 
Section(s) 

 
3 

 
Township(s) 

 
19N 

 
Range(s) 

 
2E 

 
Meridian 

 
Seward 

 
Elevation 

 
5325’ 

  
 
 
Type of Feature (stream, mountain, populated place, etc.): 

 
Mountain 

 
Is the Feature identified (including other names), in the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)?  
 
Yes 

 
 

 
No 

 
X 

 
Unknown 

 
 

 
If Yes, how is it listed? 

 
 

 
Description of feature (physical shape, length, width, direction of flow, etc.): 

 
The 5325-foot summit on Arkose Ridge between the head of Lone Tree Gulch and the head of Iron Creek.   
 
Maps and other sources using 
recommended name (including scale 
and date).  

Other names 
(variants) 

Maps and other sources using 
other name or application 
(including scale and date).  

Arkose Peak: USGS 1985, 1994, 
2023. 

  

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
Name information such as origin, meaning of the recommended name, historical significance, biographic data (if 
commemorative), nature of usage or application, or any other pertinent information: 
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 This proposal was submitted by the chair of the Mountaineering Club of Alaska (MCA) Geographic Names Committee to 
change the name “Arkose Peak.” In 1969, at the request of the MCA, the federal Board of Geographic Names (BGN) 
approved the name “Arkose Peak” for the 5,804-foot peak (subject of the concurrent proposal for “Souvenir Peak”) in 
Sections 26 & 35, Township 20 North, Range 2 East. According to the BGN, the original 1969 case brief proposing “Arkose 
Peak” included the notation that “Arkose” was “[proposed] because of the type of granitic rock present.” However, since 
1985, USGS topographic maps have mistakenly placed the label, applying it instead to the 5,325-foot peak in Section 3, 
Township 19 North, Range 2 East, approximately 1.3 miles to the southeast of its intended location (and the location of the 
new proposed “Arkose Peak”). Because of this discrepancy, the incorrect location became known locally as “Arkose Peak,” 
while the 1969 named peak is now locally known as “Souvenir Peak.” This proposal is to recognize the local use of the name 
“Arkose Peak” with the correct 5,325-foot summit, listed in MCA publications between 1986 and 2019, along with the 
concurrent proposed name of “Souvenir Peak.”  
 According to the proponents, “Now that the Anchorage D-6 SE and Anchorage D-S SW maps have been published 
(2023), local map users are questioning the placement of the ‘Arkose Peak’ label on the location now commonly known as 
‘Souvenir Peak.’” They further state that, “because the name ‘Arkose Peak’ is now in common use for the 5,325-foot peak at 
the southeast head of Lone Tree Gulch, we propose to adjust the placement of the BGN-approved name ‘Arkose Peak’ to that 
location.” The proposed location also brings “Arkose Peak” closer to the main part of the ridge, which is named “Arkose 
Ridge.”  
 Orth’s Dictionary of Alaska Place Names (1967) does not list this peak and notes that “Arkose Ridge” and “Arkose Peak” 
were local names reported by USGS in 1962 (pg. 87), presumably referring to the “Arkose Peak” named in the previous 
geographic name proposal in the 1960s, now proposed to be changed to “Souvenir Peak.” The originally named “Arkose 
Peak” (proposed new name of “Souvenir Peak”) and its neighboring Arkose Ridge are reported as the Ahtna name “Tsida 
K’ae Dgilaaye” in Shem Pete’s Alaska: The Territory of Upper Cook Inlet Dena’ina (Revised 2nd Edition, 2016, pg. 297) by 
James Kari and James A. Fall, with principal contributor Shem Pete. Here, “Tsida K’ae Dghilaaye” means “Grandmother’s 
Place Mountain” in Ahtna (Kari & Fall, 2016, pg. 297). 
 
 sE  
 
 

Is the recommended name in local usage? 
 
Yes 

 
X 

 
No 

 
 

 
If Yes, approximately how many years? 

 
40-50  

  
 

Is there local opposition to, or conflict with the recommended name (as located)? None Listed  
 

For proposed new name, please provide evidence that feature is unnamed: None listed   
 

Additional information: 
The mountain is on State land in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough in the Hatcher Pass Planning Area.   
 
Organizations for Consultation:  
Chickaloon Native Village 
Cook Inlet Regional, Inc. 
Cook Inlet Tribal Council  
Knik Tribal Council 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska 
Native Village of Eklutna 
State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Mining, Land, and Water 
State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
Alaska State Parks, Mat-Su/Copper River Basin Region 
   

Copy submitted by: Name (first, M.I., last) 
 
Title 

 
Phone (day) 

 
Date 

 
Steve Gruhn 

 
Chair of Geographic Names Committee 

 8/4/2023 
 
Company or Agency 

 
Address (city, State, and Zip) 

 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

 
 

 
Copy Prepared by (if other than above) 

 
Title 

 
Phone (day) 

 
Date 

 
Judith E. Bittner 

 
SHPO 

 
(907) 269-8721 

 
 

 
Company or Agency 

 
Address (city, State, and Zip) 

 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources/Office of History and Archaeology 

 
550 West 7th Ave., Suite 1310, Anchorage, AK 99501-3565 

 
Authority for Recommended Name: 

 
Mailing Address and Telephone 

 
Occupation 

 
Years in Area 
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Arkose Peak
(Proposed)

0 3 6 9 121.5
Miles

Ü
USGS The National Map: National Boundaries Dataset, 3DEP Elevation Program, Geographic Names Information System, National Hydrography Dataset, National Land Cover Database, National Structures Dataset, and National Transportation Dataset; USGS Global Ecosystems; U.S. Census Bureau TIGER/Line data; USFS Road data; Natural Earth Data; U.S. Department of State HIU; NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

Proposed Geographic Name:
Arkose Peak
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Change application of Arkose Peak  
 

Proposal Information  
Proposed name Arkose Peak 
Proposal type application change to recognize present-day use 
Proponent Steven Gruhn, Chair / Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

Geographic Names Committee 
Date proposed 8/4/2023 
BGN case number 6108 
Quarterly Review List 453

 
Feature Details  
Primary coordinates 61.770844, -149.069003 
Feature class summit 
Feature size Elevation 5,316 ft.  
Feature description Between the head of Lone Tree Gulch and the head of Iron 

Creek 
Name history Unknown 
USGS primary topo map Anchorage D-6 SW 1:25,000 
State(s) Alaska
County(s) Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Land ownership Alaska Department of Natural Resources   

 
BGN decisions 

 None 
Other Names 

 Unpublished names: None found 
 Published names:  Arkose Peak:  USGS 1985, 1994, 2023 

 
Case Summary 
This proposal, submitted by the chair of the Mountaineering Club of Alaska (MCA) Geographic 
Names Committee, is to change the application of the name Arkose Peak.  The current and 
proposed locations are within the Talkeetna Mountains and in Matanuska-Susitna Borough.  
 
In 1969, at the request of the MCA, the BGN approved the name Arkose Peak for the 5,804-foot 
peak in Sections 26 & 35, Township 20 North, Range 2 East; however, since 1985, USGS 
topographic maps have mistakenly placed the label, applying it instead to the 5,325-foot peak 
in Section 3, Township 19 North, Range 2 East, approximately 1.3 miles to the southeast of its 
intended location.  Because of the longstanding discrepancy, the incorrect location has become 
known locally as Arkose Peak.  The peak that was the subject of the 1969 decision has acquired 
the name Souvenir Peak (q.v.).   
 

Planning Commission Meeting August 5, 2024 
 

311 of 446



The proponent writes, ow that the Anchorage D-6 SE and Anchorage D-S SW maps have been 
published (2023), local map users are questioning the placement of the Arkose Peak  label on 
the location now commonly known as Souvenir Peak  
 
He because the name Arkose Peak is now in common use for the 5,325-foot 
peak at the southeast head of Lone Tree Gulch, we propose to adjust the placement of the 
BGN-approved name Arkose Peak  
 
The proposed location is also closer to the main part of the ridge named Arkose Ridge.   
 

, although the 1969 
  The 

Alaska Board on Geographic Names minutes from the 1969 decision stated Arkose Peak was 
 but [a member] 

The Dictionary of Alaska Place Names (Orth, 1967) does not list the peak, and for the ridge 
simply notes  
 

Name Local application GNIS application 
Arkose Peak 5,325-foot peak  5,820-foot peak  
Souvenir Peak  5,820-foot peak  N/A 

 

 

Stakeholder Input   
Local government Matanuska-Susitna Borough  
State Names Authority  Alaska  
Federally Recognized Tribes  All federally recognized Tribes 

contacted under Policy X 
 

Other Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources   
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Change Arkose Peak to Souvenir Peak 
 

Proposal Information  
Proposed name Souvenir Peak 
Proposal type make official name in local use 
Current official name Arkose Peak 
GNIS ID 1854183 
Proponent Steven Gruhn, Chair / Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

Geographic Names Committee 
Date proposed 8/4/2023 
BGN case number 6109 
Quarterly Review List 453 

 
Feature Details  
Primary coordinates 61.7885220, -149.0525085 
Feature class summit 
Feature size Elevation 5,804 ft. 
Feature description At the NE end of Arkose Ridge, 3 mi. ESE of Idaho Peak, 3.5 

mi. WNW of Eska Mountain. 
Name history Unknown
USGS primary topo map Secs 26&35, T20N, R2E, Seward Meridian 
State(s) Alaska 
County(s) Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
PLSS Secs 26&35, T20N, R2E, Seward Meridian 
Land ownership Alaska Department of Natural Resources   

 
BGN decisions 

 Arkose Peak (1969)
Other Names 

 Unpublished names:  Souvenir Peak (local use) 
 Published names:  
o Arkose Peak:  USGS 1979, 2016, 2023 
o :   

2nd edition, 2003 
o : Alaska: The Territory of the Upper Cook Inlet 

 2nd edition, 2003 
o Souvenir Peak:  History Corner, Mountaineering Club of Alaska Scree, 

1986, 1987, 1991, 2000, 2019 
 
Case Summary 
This proposal, submitted by the chair of the Geographic Names for the Mountaineering Club of 
Alaska, is to change the name of Arkose Peak to Souvenir Peak to recognize the name in local 
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use.  The summit has an elevation of 5,804 feet and is located in the Talkeetna Mountains and 
in Matanuska-Susitna Borough. 
 
Although the BGN approved the name Arkose Peak for this peak in 1969, USGS maps 
mislabeled the name and over the subsequent 50 years, the incorrect location became 
accepted as correct.  The name Souvenir Peak came into use for the BGN-approved Arkose 
Peak.  History Corner article 
that appeared in the August 1986 edition of Scree, the monthly newsletter of the MCA.  At that 
time the name Souvenir Peak had been in use for nearly 20 years (since at least 1968) but had 
been applied to various other features.   article was published, the local 
mountaineering and skiing community has called the 5,820-foot peak Souvenir Peak   The 
name appears in other MCA publications between 1986 and 2019.   
 

 

Stakeholder Input   
Local government Matanuska-Susitna Borough  
State Names Authority  Alaska  
Federally Recognized Tribes  All federally recognized Tribes 

contacted under Policy X 
 

Other Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources   
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Decision Cards 

Filename 

Coordinates 

Sequence Coordinates 

61.7885220, -149.0525085 I 61" 47' 18.68" N, 149" 3' 9.03" W 

Government Units 

Sequence 

Map 

State or Equivalent 

Alaska 

Feature ID: 1854183 

Official Name: Arkose Peak

Sequence Number: 1 

County or Equivalent 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

Location DD: 61. 788522, -149 .0525085 

Location DMS: 61 • 47' 18.68" N 149
° 

3' 9.03" W 

61.7969383
°

, -148.9877999
°

, 14z 

Map State 

Anchorage D-6 SE AK 

-------------------.-..r,,rry•e.(Powered by Esri I The National Map Base Layer, The National Map + Aerial Imagery", Usa Topo 
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  Department of Natural Resources 
ALASKA HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1310 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

 : 907.269.8721 
 dnr.oha@alaska.gov 

 

ALASKA’S GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

a program of the 

ALASKA HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

 

The Alaska Historical Commission serves as the geographic names board for the State of Alaska (AS 
41.35.350).  The citizen board, chaired by the Lt. Governor, reviews names proposed for lakes, streams, 
mountains, and other physical features in the state.  The commission coordinates its program with the U.S. 
Board on Geographic Names.  The commission has established a process to consider proposals, as has the 
federal board.  It takes at least a year to name a geographic feature.     

In 1982 the State of Alaska enacted a law urging the state geographic names board to consider Alaska Native 
place names for geographic features in the state that have not previously been named, using Native language 
writing systems accepted by the Alaska Native Language Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks. 

The U.S. Board on Geographic Names has a policy to identify a single official name and spelling for each 
geographic feature.  One or more variant names can be identified if needed for clarity or reference.  A variant 
is any current or historic name or spelling for a geographic feature other than the official name.  It might 
appear on maps in parentheses following the official name.    

To propose an official name for a geographic feature, an application is made to the Alaska Historical 
Commission.  The form is available at: 
http://www.dnr.alaska.gov/Assets/uploads/DNRPublic/parks/oha/designations/AKgeographicname_app.pdf or
from the Office of History & Archaeology, 550 West 7th Ave., Suite 1310, Anchorage, AK 99501,
907.269.8721.  The complete application and supporting material should be mailed, delivered to the office, or 
sent by email to dnr.oha@alaska.gov.  

All proposals must be accompanied by a map showing U.S. Geological Survey information and identifying
clearly the feature to be named.  Additional maps are encouraged that show the immediate area around the 
feature to be named, or show the feature in relation to major geographic features, communities, and roads as 
appropriate.  Photographs and other identifying aids are useful but are not required. 

Evidence of local support is encouraged.  These might be letters, petitions, newspaper articles, and letters to 
the editor, showing public awareness and endorsement of the proposed name.  The proposer must establish that 
property owners of the feature or close to it have been made aware of the name proposal and given a chance to 
comment.   
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GUIDELINES 

In the review of a proposed name, the Alaska Historical Commission uses the following guidelines and the 
policies of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names (Principles, Policies, and Procedures for Domestic 
Geographic Names, http://geonames.usgs.gov/domestic/policies.htm).  A proposal must identify the type of 
proposed name from the categories below, address the special conditions, and establish why the feature needs
an official name.    

Local usage

Active local use is the single, best reason to name a geographic feature.  Local usage refers to a name 
for a geographic feature that has evolved over a period of years, is called that name by the community 
or area as a whole, and is supported by local petitions, oral histories, documents, or other publications.  
A feature named by the applicant is not considered local usage, even when the applicant has called the 
feature by that name for a number of years. 

The Alaska Historical Commission encourages the proposer to: 

. include evidence of common verbal or written usage of the proposed name, such as petitions 
signed by local residents, resolutions, or letters of support for the proposed name from local 
government entities and community groups 

Descriptive names (includes features named by applicant) 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the name is relevant and descriptive of the feature 

. the name is not in use elsewhere in the region (unless for a related feature) 

. the name is in good taste and not frivolous 

⋅        the name has been used for a minimum of five years and evidence is provided of the use 

⋅        the property owners of the feature and those living adjacent to it have been notified of the  
        proposed name and given a chance to comment on it  

Alaska Native names 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the name is or was in common local use and that use is documented 

. the name is linguistically appropriate to the area in which it is to be applied 

. the land owner has been notified of the proposed name and given a chance to comment on it 

⋅       there has been consultation on the spelling and use of diacritical marks (special marks not  
      normally used in the English alphabet) with all Native groups in the area and with the Alaska 
      Native Language Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks  
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Commemorative names (please read the special section) 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the individual has been deceased for five (5) years and evidence of this (such as an obituary 
and biography) is provided 

. the individual made a significant, acknowledged contribution over time to the community o 
state 

. the individual had a direct association with the feature for a period of years 

. there is local support by residents and local authorities as evidenced by including letters, 
petitions, and resolutions 

Historical names 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the proposed name was in common local use and that use is documented 

. the name is clearly associated with the area 

Name changes  

The Alaska Historical Commission is reluctant to change existing names, but will consider doing so if 
the proposer demonstrates a compelling reason and if there is local support for the change.  It has been 
shown that changing long-standing names can cause confusion and unforeseen costs. 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish, as appropriate, that: 

. the current official name is derogatory to a racial, ethnic, gender, or religious group 

. the current official name is duplicative and causing confusion 

 the current official name is not spelled correctly  

. there is extensive local support by local authorities and residents for the name proposed and 
the name change as evidenced by letters, local petitions, and resolutions from local 
government entities and organizations 

⋅       the property owners of the feature and adjacent to it have been notified of the proposed name    
      and given a chance to comment  

Names in wilderness areas (including wilderness study areas)  

The Alaska Historical Commission does not approve names for natural features in federally designated 
wilderness areas or study areas unless the proposer demonstrates that an exception is warranted.   

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 
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. there is an overriding need to name the feature (such as for  purposes of safety, education, or 
area administration) 

the land manager has been consulted and provided the opportunity to comment on the 
proposed name 

Associative names  

The Alaska Historical Commission accepts, in fact encourages, using the same name for features 
related to each other, such as forks of a river or a creek that comes from a glacier.        

The Alaska Historical Commission asks to proposer to establish: 

⋅ the relationship between the two features using maps 
 

⋅ the property owners of the features and those adjacent to them have been notified of the proposed 
name and given a chance to comment 

 

⋅ the provisions for descriptive, commemorative, Alaska Native, wilderness and other categories are 
addressed as well 

   

COMMEMORATIVE NAMES 

A commemorative name of a geographic feature is to honor and recognize an individual who has made an 
outstanding or noteworthy contribution to an area or the state, or is a national or international figure.  A 
commemorative name might be for an event.  A commemorative place name is not intended to memorialize a 
family member, friend, pet or animal. 

Proposals containing a given name (first or last) or nickname of an individual are considered commemorative.  
The full name of a person as part of a geographic name normally is not approved unless surname use alone 
would be ambiguous. 

The person must have been deceased for at least five (5) years before the Alaska Historical Commission will 
consider a commemorative name proposal.  An obituary or biography of the individual must be part of the 
proposal.  The information should establish the individual’s direct association with the feature, and that the 
individual made a significant contribution to the area in which the feature is located. 

Direct association.  To commemorate an event, it should have occurred at or near the feature or have had an 
impact on the region or state.  To commemorate a person, the individual should have been physically present 
at or near the feature for a number of years, or engaged in some activity that affected the feature.  A person's 
death on or at a feature, such as a mountaineering accident or plane crash, or the ownership of land adjacent to 
or of the feature, and recreational use or visits to a feature do not normally meet this criterion.   

Significance.  The proposer must establish why the event or individual is particularly worthy of recognition.  
The importance of an event can be in the social, political, economic, scientific, or cultural areas.  The 
contribution of an individual must be notable, of consequence, and have had an impact on the community, 
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region or state.  A significant contribution is an extraordinary effort, achievement, or impact.  It may come 
from the individual's work, professional or civic activities, and can be in the social, political, economic, 
scientific, or cultural areas.  The contribution should have benefitted Alaskans beyond the individual's
immediate circle of family and friends.  Generally, these individuals will have been recognized through a letter
of thanks from the Governor or Legislature, certificates of appreciation from an agency or group, awards, 
newspaper articles featuring the contribution made, dedication of local man-made features (park, street, 
garden, building), and the like.  The individual might be a historical figure. 

Features in Alaska can be named for events of significance nationally or internationally.  Features also can be 
named for persons who made a significant contribution nationally or internationally, especially if the 
contribution was exceptional and unique.  In such instances, the requirement of direct association does not 
need to be met, but the other requirements for commemorative names must be met. 

Commemorative name proposals must demonstrate local residents have been advised of the proposal.  
Proposals should include evidence of local support by local authorities and residents attesting to the 
individual's association with the feature and significant contribution locally, to the state or nation, or 
internationally. 

 

GEOGRAPHIC NAMING PROCESS 

Upon receipt, a name proposal is reviewed for completeness.  If necessary, the applicant is asked for additional 
information.  Of particular concern is that adjacent land owners have been advised of the proposed name and 
had a chance to comment on it. 

A Domestic Geographic Name Report (a U.S. Board on Geographic Names form) is prepared and sent with a 
map and supporting information to relevant Native groups, public land managers, local governments, and other 
interested parties and local media for comment on the proposed name.  For proposed Native names, the Alaska 
Native Language Center at the University of Alaska Fairbanks is consulted. Interested parties might include 
local civic groups, historical organizations, pilot associations, and outdoor groups. 

The Alaska Historical Commission members receive the report, map, and all public input before discussing 
and acting to approve or not approve a proposed name.  The nine-member commission meets at least two 
times a year.  Commission members reference these guidelines in their formal action.  The applicant is notified 
of the meeting at which the commission will consider their proposed name and provided with copies of 
comments received from reviewers.  Every meeting has a public comment period when an applicant and others 
interested in the proposed name can address commission members.  Place names approved by the Alaska 
Historical Commission are official for the State of Alaska. 

Following the meeting, applicants are notified in writing of the Alaska Historical Commission’s action on their 
proposal.  Unless tabled, the Domestic Geographic Name Report, all comments received, and record of the 
commission’s action are sent to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.  Staff there also have a review process 
before the board considers and votes on a proposed name.  The USBGN is the final word on choice, spelling, 
and official use of the place names in the U.S.  Its approval makes a name official nationally.  The name is 
entered in the Geographic Name Information System (GNIS), http://geonames.usgs.gov/domestic/. When a
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federal map is revised and updated an effort is made to add the name, but approval does not guarantee a name 
will appear on USGS and other federal maps.  

The Alaska Office of History & Archaeology has a program manager for geographic names who can answer 
questions or provide additional information.  

[AHC adopted  12.8.2015] 

[Link updates 04.05.2017]
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INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC 
HEARING: LEGISLATIVE 

MATTERS 
Resolution No. 24-17 Geographic 

Renaming Souviner Peak
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U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 
 

Domestic Geographic 
Name Report 

  
 
1 Use this form to recommend a feature 
name or to suggest a name change. 
 
2. For features on Federal lands, 
coordinate requests with the agency 
(U.S. Forest Service, National Park 
Service, Bureau of Land Management, 
etc.) For the administrative area in 
which the land is located. 

 
3. On the reverse side of this form give 
information on the local usage and 
authority for recommended name. 
 
4. For more information about the 
Geographic Names Information System 
or the National Gazetteer Program, 
contact the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names at 703-648-4544. 

 
5. Return this form to: 
 

Executive Secretary for Domestic 
Geographic Names 
U.S. Geological Survey 
523 National Center 
Reston, VA 22092 

 
 

Action Requested 
 
Proposed New Name: 

 
 

 
Application Change: 

 
 

 
Name Change: 

 
X 

 
Other: 

 
 

 

 
 
Recommended Name: 

 
Souvenir Peak 

 
State: 

 
Alaska  

County or Equivalent: 
 
 

 
Administrative Area: 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
 

 
  

 
Specific Area Covered: 

 
Latitude: 

 
61 

 
° 

 
47 

 
‘ 

 
18.67 

 
“ 

 
N 

 
Longitude: 

 
149 

 
° 

 
3 

 
‘ 

 
9.03 

 
“ 

 
W 

 
Latitude: 

 
 

 
°
 

 
 

 
‘ 

 
 

 
“ 

 
NS 

 
Longitude: 

 
 

 
° 

 
 

 
‘ 

 
 

 
“ 

 
WS 
 
 

 
Center: 

 
 

 
Heading End 

 
 

 
Section(s
 

 
26&35 

 
Township(

 

 
20N 

 
Range(s) 

 
2E 

 
Meridian 

 
Seward 

 
Elevation 

 
5804’ 

   
Type of Feature (stream, mountain, populated place, etc.): 

 
Mountain 

 
Is the Feature identified (including other names), in the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)?  
 
Yes 

 
X 

 
No 

 
 

 
Unknown 

 
 

 
If Yes, how is it listed? 

 
Arkose Peak (GNIS ID: 1854183) 

 
Description of feature (physical shape, length, width, direction of flow, etc.): 

 
The 5,804-foot summit at the NE end of Arkose Ridge. 3.5 miles ESE of Idaho Peak.   
 
Maps and other sources using 
recommended name (including scale 
and date).  

Other names 
(variants) 

Maps and other sources using 
other name or application 
(including scale and date).  

  Arkose Peak:  USGS 1979, 2016, 
2023. 

 Tsida K’ae 
Dghilaaye’(Ahtna 
name): Shem Pete’s 
Alaska: The Territory 
of the Upper Cook Inlet 
Dena’ina, 2016 (pg 
297).  
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 K’ae Dghelaaye’:  
Shem Pete’s Alaska: 
The Territory of the 
Upper Cook Inlet 
Dena’ina, 2nd Edition, 
2003. 

 

Souvenir Peak: Will Hersman’s 
History Corner, Mountaineering Club 
of Alaska Scree, 1986, 1987, 1991, 
2000, 2019. 

  

  
 
 

Name information such as origin, meaning of the recommended name, historical significance, biographic data (if 
commemorative), nature of usage or application, or any other pertinent information: 
 
 This proposal was submitted by the chair of the Mountaineering Club of Alaska (MCA) Geographic Names Committee to 
change the name of the current “Arkose Peak” to “Souvenir Peak” to recognize the name in local use. Located in the 
Talkeetna Mountains and the Matanuska-Susitna Borough, the summit rises 5,804 feet. 
 Although the federal Board of Geographic Names (BGN) approved the name “Arkose Peak” for this peak in 1969, USGS 
maps mislabeled the name. Over the subsequent 50 years, the incorrect location became accepted as correct, and the 
originally named “Arkose Peak” was called “Souvenir Peak” by the local population instead.  
 According to the proponent, “It was published in Willy Hersman’s History Corner article that appeared in the August 
1986 edition of Scree, the monthly newsletter of the MCA. The name “Souvenir Peak” had been used for nearly 20 years 
(since at least 1968) but had been applied to various other features. Since Hersman’s article was published, the local 
mountaineering and skiing community has called the 5,820-foot peak ‘Souvenir Peak.’” The name appears in other MCA 
publications between 1986 and 2019. 
 The current “Arkose Peak” (proposed Souvenir Peak) and the neighboring Arkose Ridge are reported as the Ahtna name 
“Tsida K’ae Dgilaaye” in Shem Pete’s Alaska: The Territory of Upper Cook Inlet Dena’ina (Revised 2nd Edition, 2016, pg. 
297) by James Kari and James A. Fall, with principal contributor Shem Pete. Here, “Tsida K’ae Dghilaaye” means 
“Grandmother’s Place Mountain” in Ahtna (Kari & Fall, 2016, pg. 297). “Arkose Peak” also has an entry in Orth’s 
Dictionary of Alaska Place Names (1976), stating that the local name was reported in 1962 by USGS (pg. 87). There are no 
other records of different names for the 5804-foot summit.  
  
 
 

Is the recommended name in local usage? 
 
Yes 

 
X 

 
No 

 
 

 
If Yes, approximately how many years? 

 
40-50  

  
 

Is there local opposition to, or conflict with the recommended name (as located)? None Listed  
 

For proposed new name, please provide evidence that feature is unnamed: N/A  
 

Additional information: 
The mountain is on State land in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough in the Hatcher Pass Planning Area.  
 
Organizations for Consultation:  
Chickaloon Native Village 
Cook Inlet Regional, Inc. 
Cook Inlet Tribal Council 
Knik Tribal Council  
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska 
Native Village of Eklutna 
State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Mining, Land, and Water 
State of Alaska, Department of Natural Resources, Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation 
Alaska State Parks, Mat-Su/Copper River Basin Region  
   

Copy submitted by: Name (first, M.I., last) 
 
Title 

 
Phone (day) 

 
Date 

 
Steve Gruhn 

 
Chair of Geographic Names Committee 

 8/4/2023 
 
Company or Agency 

 
Address (city, State, and Zip) 
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Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

 
 

 
Copy Prepared by (if other than above) 

 
Title 

 
Phone (day) 

 
Date 

 
Judith E. Bittner 

 
SHPO 

 
(907) 269-8721 

 
 

 
Company or Agency 

 
Address (city, State, and Zip) 

 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources/Office of History and Archaeology 

 
550 West 7th Ave., Suite 1310, Anchorage, AK 99501-3565 

 
Authority for Recommended Name: 

 
Mailing Address and Telephone 

 
Occupation 

 
Years in Area 
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Change application of Arkose Peak  
 

Proposal Information  
Proposed name Arkose Peak 
Proposal type application change to recognize present-day use 
Proponent Steven Gruhn, Chair / Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

Geographic Names Committee 
Date proposed 8/4/2023 
BGN case number 6108 
Quarterly Review List 453

 
Feature Details  
Primary coordinates 61.770844, -149.069003 
Feature class summit 
Feature size Elevation 5,316 ft.  
Feature description Between the head of Lone Tree Gulch and the head of Iron 

Creek 
Name history Unknown 
USGS primary topo map Anchorage D-6 SW 1:25,000 
State(s) Alaska
County(s) Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Land ownership Alaska Department of Natural Resources   

 
BGN decisions 

 None 
Other Names 

 Unpublished names: None found 
 Published names:  Arkose Peak:  USGS 1985, 1994, 2023 

 
Case Summary 
This proposal, submitted by the chair of the Mountaineering Club of Alaska (MCA) Geographic 
Names Committee, is to change the application of the name Arkose Peak.  The current and 
proposed locations are within the Talkeetna Mountains and in Matanuska-Susitna Borough.  
 
In 1969, at the request of the MCA, the BGN approved the name Arkose Peak for the 5,804-foot 
peak in Sections 26 & 35, Township 20 North, Range 2 East; however, since 1985, USGS 
topographic maps have mistakenly placed the label, applying it instead to the 5,325-foot peak 
in Section 3, Township 19 North, Range 2 East, approximately 1.3 miles to the southeast of its 
intended location.  Because of the longstanding discrepancy, the incorrect location has become 
known locally as Arkose Peak.  The peak that was the subject of the 1969 decision has acquired 
the name Souvenir Peak (q.v.).   
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The proponent writes, ow that the Anchorage D-6 SE and Anchorage D-S SW maps have been 
published (2023), local map users are questioning the placement of the Arkose Peak  label on 
the location now commonly known as Souvenir Peak  
 
He because the name Arkose Peak is now in common use for the 5,325-foot 
peak at the southeast head of Lone Tree Gulch, we propose to adjust the placement of the 
BGN-approved name Arkose Peak  
 
The proposed location is also closer to the main part of the ridge named Arkose Ridge.   
 

, although the 1969 
  The 

Alaska Board on Geographic Names minutes from the 1969 decision stated Arkose Peak was 
 but [a member] 

The Dictionary of Alaska Place Names (Orth, 1967) does not list the peak, and for the ridge 
simply notes  
 

Name Local application GNIS application 
Arkose Peak 5,325-foot peak  5,820-foot peak  
Souvenir Peak  5,820-foot peak  N/A 

 

 

Stakeholder Input   
Local government Matanuska-Susitna Borough  
State Names Authority  Alaska  
Federally Recognized Tribes  All federally recognized Tribes 

contacted under Policy X 
 

Other Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources   
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Change Arkose Peak to Souvenir Peak 
 

Proposal Information  
Proposed name Souvenir Peak 
Proposal type make official name in local use 
Current official name Arkose Peak 
GNIS ID 1854183 
Proponent Steven Gruhn, Chair / Mountaineering Club of Alaska 

Geographic Names Committee 
Date proposed 8/4/2023 
BGN case number 6109 
Quarterly Review List 453 

 
Feature Details  
Primary coordinates 61.7885220, -149.0525085 
Feature class summit 
Feature size Elevation 5,804 ft. 
Feature description At the NE end of Arkose Ridge, 3 mi. ESE of Idaho Peak, 3.5 

mi. WNW of Eska Mountain. 
Name history Unknown
USGS primary topo map Secs 26&35, T20N, R2E, Seward Meridian 
State(s) Alaska 
County(s) Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
PLSS Secs 26&35, T20N, R2E, Seward Meridian 
Land ownership Alaska Department of Natural Resources   

 
BGN decisions 

 Arkose Peak (1969)
Other Names 

 Unpublished names:  Souvenir Peak (local use) 
 Published names:  
o Arkose Peak:  USGS 1979, 2016, 2023 
o :   

2nd edition, 2003 
o : Alaska: The Territory of the Upper Cook Inlet 

 2nd edition, 2003 
o Souvenir Peak:  History Corner, Mountaineering Club of Alaska Scree, 

1986, 1987, 1991, 2000, 2019 
 
Case Summary 
This proposal, submitted by the chair of the Geographic Names for the Mountaineering Club of 
Alaska, is to change the name of Arkose Peak to Souvenir Peak to recognize the name in local 

Planning Commission Meeting August 5, 2024 
 

348 of 446



use.  The summit has an elevation of 5,804 feet and is located in the Talkeetna Mountains and 
in Matanuska-Susitna Borough. 
 
Although the BGN approved the name Arkose Peak for this peak in 1969, USGS maps 
mislabeled the name and over the subsequent 50 years, the incorrect location became 
accepted as correct.  The name Souvenir Peak came into use for the BGN-approved Arkose 
Peak.  History Corner article 
that appeared in the August 1986 edition of Scree, the monthly newsletter of the MCA.  At that 
time the name Souvenir Peak had been in use for nearly 20 years (since at least 1968) but had 
been applied to various other features.   article was published, the local 
mountaineering and skiing community has called the 5,820-foot peak Souvenir Peak   The 
name appears in other MCA publications between 1986 and 2019.   
 

 

Stakeholder Input   
Local government Matanuska-Susitna Borough  
State Names Authority  Alaska  
Federally Recognized Tribes  All federally recognized Tribes 

contacted under Policy X 
 

Other Alaska Department of Natural 
Resources   
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Decision Cards 

Filename 

Coordinates 

Sequence Coordinates 

61.7885220, -149.0525085 I 61" 47' 18.68" N, 149" 3' 9.03" W 

Government Units 

Sequence 

Map 

State or Equivalent 

Alaska 

Feature ID: 1854183 

Official Name: Arkose Peak

Sequence Number: 1 

County or Equivalent 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

Location DD: 61. 788522, -149 .0525085 

Location DMS: 61 • 47' 18.68" N 149
° 

3' 9.03" W 

61.7969383
°

, -148.9877999
°

, 14z 

Map State 

Anchorage D-6 SE AK 

-------------------.-..r,,rry•e.(Powered by Esri I The National Map Base Layer, The National Map + Aerial Imagery", Usa Topo 
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  Department of Natural Resources 
ALASKA HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1310 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

 : 907.269.8721 
 dnr.oha@alaska.gov 

 

ALASKA’S GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

a program of the 

ALASKA HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

 

The Alaska Historical Commission serves as the geographic names board for the State of Alaska (AS 

41.35.350).  The citizen board, chaired by the Lt. Governor, reviews names proposed for lakes, streams, 

mountains, and other physical features in the state.  The commission coordinates its program with the U.S. 

Board on Geographic Names.  The commission has established a process to consider proposals, as has the 

federal board.  It takes at least a year to name a geographic feature.     

In 1982 the State of Alaska enacted a law urging the state geographic names board to consider Alaska Native 

place names for geographic features in the state that have not previously been named, using Native language 

writing systems accepted by the Alaska Native Language Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks. 

The U.S. Board on Geographic Names has a policy to identify a single official name and spelling for each 

geographic feature.  One or more variant names can be identified if needed for clarity or reference.  A variant 

is any current or historic name or spelling for a geographic feature other than the official name.  It might 

appear on maps in parentheses following the official name.    

To propose an official name for a geographic feature, an application is made to the Alaska Historical 

Commission.  The form is available at: 

http://www.dnr.alaska.gov/Assets/uploads/DNRPublic/parks/oha/designations/AKgeographicname_app.pdf or

from the Office of History & Archaeology, 550 West 7th Ave., Suite 1310, Anchorage, AK 99501,

907.269.8721.  The complete application and supporting material should be mailed, delivered to the office, or 

sent by email to dnr.oha@alaska.gov.  

All proposals must be accompanied by a map showing U.S. Geological Survey information and identifying

clearly the feature to be named.  Additional maps are encouraged that show the immediate area around the 

feature to be named, or show the feature in relation to major geographic features, communities, and roads as 

appropriate.  Photographs and other identifying aids are useful but are not required. 

Evidence of local support is encouraged.  These might be letters, petitions, newspaper articles, and letters to 

the editor, showing public awareness and endorsement of the proposed name.  The proposer must establish that 

property owners of the feature or close to it have been made aware of the name proposal and given a chance to 

comment.   
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GUIDELINES 

In the review of a proposed name, the Alaska Historical Commission uses the following guidelines and the 

policies of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names (Principles, Policies, and Procedures for Domestic 
Geographic Names, http://geonames.usgs.gov/domestic/policies.htm).  A proposal must identify the type of 

proposed name from the categories below, address the special conditions, and establish why the feature needs

an official name.    

Local usage

Active local use is the single, best reason to name a geographic feature.  Local usage refers to a name 

for a geographic feature that has evolved over a period of years, is called that name by the community 

or area as a whole, and is supported by local petitions, oral histories, documents, or other publications.  

A feature named by the applicant is not considered local usage, even when the applicant has called the 

feature by that name for a number of years. 

The Alaska Historical Commission encourages the proposer to: 

. include evidence of common verbal or written usage of the proposed name, such as petitions 

signed by local residents, resolutions, or letters of support for the proposed name from local 

government entities and community groups 

Descriptive names (includes features named by applicant) 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the name is relevant and descriptive of the feature 

. the name is not in use elsewhere in the region (unless for a related feature) 

. the name is in good taste and not frivolous 

⋅        the name has been used for a minimum of five years and evidence is provided of the use 

⋅        the property owners of the feature and those living adjacent to it have been notified of the  

        proposed name and given a chance to comment on it  

Alaska Native names 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the name is or was in common local use and that use is documented 

. the name is linguistically appropriate to the area in which it is to be applied 

. the land owner has been notified of the proposed name and given a chance to comment on it 

⋅       there has been consultation on the spelling and use of diacritical marks (special marks not  

      normally used in the English alphabet) with all Native groups in the area and with the Alaska 

      Native Language Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks  

Planning Commission Meeting August 5, 2024 
 

368 of 446



3

Commemorative names (please read the special section) 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the individual has been deceased for five (5) years and evidence of this (such as an obituary 

and biography) is provided 

. the individual made a significant, acknowledged contribution over time to the community o 

state 

. the individual had a direct association with the feature for a period of years 

. there is local support by residents and local authorities as evidenced by including letters, 

petitions, and resolutions 

Historical names 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the proposed name was in common local use and that use is documented 

. the name is clearly associated with the area 

Name changes  

The Alaska Historical Commission is reluctant to change existing names, but will consider doing so if 

the proposer demonstrates a compelling reason and if there is local support for the change.  It has been 

shown that changing long-standing names can cause confusion and unforeseen costs. 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish, as appropriate, that: 

. the current official name is derogatory to a racial, ethnic, gender, or religious group 

. the current official name is duplicative and causing confusion 

 the current official name is not spelled correctly  

. there is extensive local support by local authorities and residents for the name proposed and 

the name change as evidenced by letters, local petitions, and resolutions from local 

government entities and organizations 

⋅       the property owners of the feature and adjacent to it have been notified of the proposed name    

      and given a chance to comment  

Names in wilderness areas (including wilderness study areas)  

The Alaska Historical Commission does not approve names for natural features in federally designated 

wilderness areas or study areas unless the proposer demonstrates that an exception is warranted.   

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 
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. there is an overriding need to name the feature (such as for  purposes of safety, education, or 

area administration) 

the land manager has been consulted and provided the opportunity to comment on the 

proposed name 

Associative names  

The Alaska Historical Commission accepts, in fact encourages, using the same name for features 

related to each other, such as forks of a river or a creek that comes from a glacier.        

The Alaska Historical Commission asks to proposer to establish: 

⋅ the relationship between the two features using maps 

 

⋅ the property owners of the features and those adjacent to them have been notified of the proposed 

name and given a chance to comment 

 

⋅ the provisions for descriptive, commemorative, Alaska Native, wilderness and other categories are 

addressed as well 

   

COMMEMORATIVE NAMES 

A commemorative name of a geographic feature is to honor and recognize an individual who has made an 

outstanding or noteworthy contribution to an area or the state, or is a national or international figure.  A 

commemorative name might be for an event.  A commemorative place name is not intended to memorialize a 

family member, friend, pet or animal. 

Proposals containing a given name (first or last) or nickname of an individual are considered commemorative.  

The full name of a person as part of a geographic name normally is not approved unless surname use alone 

would be ambiguous. 

The person must have been deceased for at least five (5) years before the Alaska Historical Commission will 

consider a commemorative name proposal.  An obituary or biography of the individual must be part of the 

proposal.  The information should establish the individual’s direct association with the feature, and that the 

individual made a significant contribution to the area in which the feature is located. 

Direct association.  To commemorate an event, it should have occurred at or near the feature or have had an 

impact on the region or state.  To commemorate a person, the individual should have been physically present 

at or near the feature for a number of years, or engaged in some activity that affected the feature.  A person's 

death on or at a feature, such as a mountaineering accident or plane crash, or the ownership of land adjacent to 

or of the feature, and recreational use or visits to a feature do not normally meet this criterion.   

Significance.  The proposer must establish why the event or individual is particularly worthy of recognition.  

The importance of an event can be in the social, political, economic, scientific, or cultural areas.  The 

contribution of an individual must be notable, of consequence, and have had an impact on the community, 

Planning Commission Meeting August 5, 2024 
 

370 of 446



5

region or state.  A significant contribution is an extraordinary effort, achievement, or impact.  It may come 

from the individual's work, professional or civic activities, and can be in the social, political, economic, 

scientific, or cultural areas.  The contribution should have benefitted Alaskans beyond the individual's

immediate circle of family and friends.  Generally, these individuals will have been recognized through a letter

of thanks from the Governor or Legislature, certificates of appreciation from an agency or group, awards, 

newspaper articles featuring the contribution made, dedication of local man-made features (park, street, 

garden, building), and the like.  The individual might be a historical figure. 

Features in Alaska can be named for events of significance nationally or internationally.  Features also can be 

named for persons who made a significant contribution nationally or internationally, especially if the 

contribution was exceptional and unique.  In such instances, the requirement of direct association does not 

need to be met, but the other requirements for commemorative names must be met. 

Commemorative name proposals must demonstrate local residents have been advised of the proposal.  

Proposals should include evidence of local support by local authorities and residents attesting to the 

individual's association with the feature and significant contribution locally, to the state or nation, or 

internationally. 

 

GEOGRAPHIC NAMING PROCESS 

Upon receipt, a name proposal is reviewed for completeness.  If necessary, the applicant is asked for additional 

information.  Of particular concern is that adjacent land owners have been advised of the proposed name and 

had a chance to comment on it. 

A Domestic Geographic Name Report (a U.S. Board on Geographic Names form) is prepared and sent with a 

map and supporting information to relevant Native groups, public land managers, local governments, and other 

interested parties and local media for comment on the proposed name.  For proposed Native names, the Alaska 

Native Language Center at the University of Alaska Fairbanks is consulted. Interested parties might include 

local civic groups, historical organizations, pilot associations, and outdoor groups. 

The Alaska Historical Commission members receive the report, map, and all public input before discussing 

and acting to approve or not approve a proposed name.  The nine-member commission meets at least two 

times a year.  Commission members reference these guidelines in their formal action.  The applicant is notified 

of the meeting at which the commission will consider their proposed name and provided with copies of 

comments received from reviewers.  Every meeting has a public comment period when an applicant and others 

interested in the proposed name can address commission members.  Place names approved by the Alaska 

Historical Commission are official for the State of Alaska. 

Following the meeting, applicants are notified in writing of the Alaska Historical Commission’s action on their 

proposal.  Unless tabled, the Domestic Geographic Name Report, all comments received, and record of the 

commission’s action are sent to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.  Staff there also have a review process 

before the board considers and votes on a proposed name.  The USBGN is the final word on choice, spelling, 

and official use of the place names in the U.S.  Its approval makes a name official nationally.  The name is 

entered in the Geographic Name Information System (GNIS), http://geonames.usgs.gov/domestic/. When a
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federal map is revised and updated an effort is made to add the name, but approval does not guarantee a name 

will appear on USGS and other federal maps.  

The Alaska Office of History & Archaeology has a program manager for geographic names who can answer 

questions or provide additional information.  

[AHC adopted  12.8.2015] 

[Link updates 04.05.2017]
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INTRODUCTION FOR 
PUBLIC HEARING: 

LEGISLATIVE 
MATTERS 

Resolution No. 24-18 
Geographic Renaming 

Mount Carola
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U.S. Department of the Interior 
U.S. Geological Survey 
 

Domestic Geographic 
Name Report 

  
 
1 Use this form to recommend a feature 
name or to suggest a name change. 
 
2. For features on Federal lands, 
coordinate requests with the agency 
(U.S. Forest Service, National Park 
Service, Bureau of Land Management, 
etc.) For the administrative area in 
which the land is located. 

 
3. On the reverse side of this form give 
information on the local usage and 
authority for recommended name. 
 
4. For more information about the 
Geographic Names Information System 
or the National Gazetteer Program, 
contact the U.S. Board on Geographic 
Names at 703-648-4544. 

 
5. Return this form to: 
 

Executive Secretary for Domestic 
Geographic Names 
U.S. Geological Survey 
523 National Center 
Reston, VA 22092 

 
 

Action Requested 
 
Proposed New Name: 

 
X 

 
Application Change: 

 
 

 
Name Change: 

 
 

 
Other: 

 
 

 

 
 
Recommended Name: 

 
Mt. Carola 

 
State: 

 
Alaska  

County or Equivalent: 
 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

 
Administrative Area: 

Denali National Park & Preserve 
 

 
  

 
Specific Area Covered: 

 
Latitude: 

 
62 

 
° 

 
39 

 
‘ 

 
15.48 

 
“ 

 
N 

 
Longitude: 

 
150 

 
° 

 
40 

 
‘ 

 
18.48 

 
“ 

 
W 

 
Latitude: 

 
 

 
°
 

 
 

 
‘ 

 
 

 
“ 

 
NS 

 
Longitude: 

 
 

 
° 

 
 

 
‘ 

 
 

 
“ 

 
WS 
 
 

 
Center: 

 
 

 
Heading End 

 
 

 
Section(s) 

 
30 

 
Township(s) 

 
31N 

 
Range(s) 

 
17W 

 
Meridian 

 
Seward 

 
Elevation 

 
 

  
 
 
Type of Feature (stream, mountain, populated place, etc.): 

 
Mountain Peak  

 
Is the Feature identified (including other names), in the Geographic Names Information System (GNIS)?  
 
Yes 

 
 

 
No 

 
X 

 
Unknown 

 
 

 
If Yes, how is it listed? 

 
 

 
Description of feature (physical shape, length, width, direction of flow, etc.): 

 
Mountain found north of Petersville. Lies between Ruth Glacier and Tokasitna Glacier.   
 
Maps and other sources using 
recommended name (including scale 
and date).  

Other names 
(variants) 

Maps and other sources using 
other name or application 
(including scale and date).  

N/A N/A N/A 

 
  
 
 

 
 
 
Name information such as origin, meaning of the recommended name, historical significance, biographic data (if 
commemorative), nature of usage or application, or any other pertinent information: 
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 This proposal is to name a mountain peak found north of Petersville, between Ruth Glacier and Tokasitna Glacier, after a 
miner and pioneer woman of Alaska, Carola “Carol” J. Young, who lived from 1936-2018. The proposed name is “Mt 
Carola” and is commemorative. As a commemorative name proposal, the proposer must demonstrate that the individual in 
question has been deceased for five years before the proposal; that the individual made a significant, acknowledged 
contribution to the community and/or state over time; the individual had a direct association with the feature in question for a 
period of years, and that there is local support for the proposed name. 
 According to the proposer, Carola Young’s daughter, Carola, lived and worked in the Petersville and Talkeetna areas for 
a long time. She previously mined near Cache Creek on Falls Creek and owned and operated the Fairview Inn in Talkeetna 
from 1971 to 1978. She helped establish the VAFW Post 3836 in Talkeetna in the 1970s and worked in mining and with 
mining organizations for decades. She served as the president of the Yentna Mining District for 23 years, was a member of 
the Alaska Miners Association for 40 years and was appointed to serve on the South Denali Development Steering 
Committee to represent Yentna miners by then Governor Tony Knowles. Through the committee, she helped implement the 
SNOWtrac program for groomed winter trails throughout the state.  
 The proposer has also collected several letters and emails demonstrating local support for the proposed new name “Mt. 
Carola,” with many citing her contributions to the mining community in Yentna and Alaska overall.  
    
 
 

Is the recommended name in local usage? 
 
Yes 

 
 

 
No 

 
X 

 
If Yes, approximately how many years? 

 
 

  
 

Is there local opposition to, or conflict with the recommended name (as located)? None Reported.   
 

For proposed new name, please provide evidence that feature is unnamed: No recorded name for the feature on GNIS.  
 

Additional information: 
The peak is found within the boundaries of Denali National Park & Preserve in “Eligible Wilderness.” 
 
Organizations for Consultation: 
Chickaloon Native Village 
Cook Inlet Regional, Inc.  
Cook Inlet Tribal Council 
Doyon, Limited 
Denali National Park & Preserve 
Board of Geographic Names National Park Service Representative 
Knik Tribal Council 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
Mountaineering Club of Alaska  
Native Village of Cantwell 
Native Village of Eklutna  
Tanana Chiefs Conference  
   

Copy submitted by: Name (first, M.I., last) 
 
Title 

 
Phone (day) 

 
Date 

 
Michele Stevens 

 
 

  
 
Company or Agency 

 
Address (city, State, and Zip) 

 
 

 
Anchorage, AK  

 
Copy Prepared by (if other than above) 

 
Title 

 
Phone (day) 

 
Date 

 
Judith E. Bittner 

 
SHPO 

 
(907) 269-8721 

 
 

 
Company or Agency 

 
Address (city, State, and Zip) 

 
Alaska Department of Natural Resources/Office of History and Archaeology 

 
550 West 7th Ave., Suite 1310, Anchorage, AK 99501-3565 

 
Authority for Recommended Name: 

 
Mailing Address and Telephone 

 
Occupation 

 
Years in Area 
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Mount Carola
(Proposed)

0 3.5 7 10.5 141.75
Miles

Ü
USGS The National Map: National Boundaries Dataset, 3DEP Elevation Program, Geographic Names Information System, National Hydrography Dataset, National Land Cover Database, National Structures Dataset, and National Transportation Dataset; USGS Global Ecosystems; U.S. Census Bureau TIGER/Line data; USFS Road data; Natural Earth Data; U.S. Department of State HIU; NOAA National Centers for Environmental Information

Proposed Geographic Name:
Mount Carola
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In Remeberance of Carola “Carol” June Young

 
Carola  "Carol"  June Young, born on December 15, 1936 in Scotia, California, passed away at age 81 on April 
30, 2018 at St. Elias Hospital in Anchorage, Alaska. Carol was a warrior against her battle with cancer and heart 
failure. I have never seen anyone so brave and strong. 

Carol came to Alaska in 1956 married to James H Stevens Sr.; Jim was an Air traffic Controller with the Tactical 
Air Command in the Air Force. It was their dream to live the adventures of Alaska. While living in Anchorage 
Carol worked at Providence Hospital as a Medical Records Technician. In 1967 Jim and Carol, along with their 
three children moved to Talkeetna and built a log home. They enjoyed dog mushing, fishing and hunting.  Their 
Alaska dream was cut short when Jim passed away March 3, 1970 while serving in active duty. He was a young 
age of 38.  After Jim passed Carol helped with establishing the VFW Post 3836 in Talkeetna, Alaska.

In 1971 Carol and her mother Babe Barnes bought The Fairview Inn in Talkeetna. They remolded The Fairview Inn 
after the Inn caught fire and destroyed the floor. They always had hot soup or chili in a pot for whomever was 
hungry. They made sure everyone was welcome. They hired an artist to paint pictures of all of the pioneers or 
“Old Timers” of Talkeetna. The paintings are still on the walls to this day. Carol built a small downstairs apartment 
in the Inn for Babe. They felt the need to a have 24-hour presence in case anyone needed a room.

In 1972 Carol and a friend ventured in a canoe down the Yukon River from Eagle, Alaska to the Norton Sound 
area of the Bering Sea. This trek took 5 weeks and covered some 2,100 miles. The canoe was special made just 
for this trek. 

In 1978 Carol sold the Fairview Inn and married Robert Young a gold miner. She continued to live the adventures 
of Alaska. Living in the wilderness without electricity or water, yet somehow Carol made mining camp a luxury 
by plumbing the water to camp via gravity fed; building a shower house and extra accommodations for family 
and friends. There was always homemade bread and good food at camp. Later in life a generator made 
camp even more luxurious. 

Carol was a "Jack of All Trades Master of None" she could be a Carpenter, a Plumber, an Electrician and 
Attorney at law, without the diploma and she was a Miner. She was computer literate and I often admired how 
she kept up with technology.  She could build a house from the ground up. She loved refurbishing old trailers, 
28 to be exact through out her lifetime. Her favorites were “Vintage” Airstreams. She refurbished five Airstreams 
total and all had their own special color theme.

For 23 years Carol was the President of Yentna Mining District (Petersville, Alaska). Governor Tony Knowles 
appointed her to serve on the South Denali Development Plan Committee. She spent many hours and days 
for 15 years representing the miners, and working with the State of Alaska, The National Park Service, and 
others, trying to stop the construction of a Visitor Center under the South Denali Development Plan for the 
Petersville Area. She along with others were successful in stopping the Visitor Center. Carol was also instrumental 
in implementing the SNOWtrac program. A program that is for groomed winter trail use throughout the State 
of Alaska.
 
Carol loved her Chevy Turbo Duramax diesel truck with duel stacks. She loved riding Snow Machines and ATV’s, 
she loved reading books, she loved birds and she had many animal friends, both domestic and wild.

Carol is survived by her spouse: Robert Young, her sons, James H Stevens II and Jerald W Stevens; and her 
daughter, Michele Stevens, her grandsons: James Stevens III and Jason Stevens, and brother Gene Gosnell. 
Carol was preceded in death by her spouse James H Stevens Sr., and her mother Babe Barnes.

In lieu of flowers, donations may be made to: Petersville Search and Rescue P. O. Box 13392 Trapper Creek, 
Alaska 99683 or petersvillecommunitynpc.org   Condolences to the family may be sent to Michele Stevens P.O. 
Box 20 Talkeetna, Alaska 99676. Friends and family can pay their respects at a celebration of life for Carola and 
her Mother Babe Barns to be announced soon in Talkeetna, Alaska.
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Carola J Young was a miner and a pioneer women of Alaska. She was fluent in mining law, was 
computer literate, and was a” jack of all trades and master of none.” She lived her mining 
adventures near Cache Creek on Falls Creek. Living in the wilderness without running water 
and electricity, yet somehow she made mining camp a luxury, she plumbed the camp via 
gravity fed water; built a shower house and extra accommodations for family and friends. We 
called it Youngsville. Carola could build a house from the ground up. She loved refurbishing old 
trailers, 28 to be exact throughout her lifetime most units where for mining camp. Her favorites 
were “vintage” Airstreams, she refurbished 5 Airstreams total and all had their own special 
color theme.


 There was always homemade bread and good food at camp. Later in life a generator made 
camp more luxurious. The State workers and geologist working in the area always stopped in 
for fresh coffee and cinnamon rolls. 


Governor Tony Knowles appointed her to serve on the South Denali Development Steering 
Committee representing the Yenta miners. She served as President of the Yenta Mining District 
for 23 years. Carola spent 15 years representing the miners, working with the state of alaska, 
the national parks service, and others, in efforts to stop the  construction of the South Denali 
visitor center in the Petersville area. She, along with others were successful in stopping the 
visitor center which is now at Kesugi Ken area near Beyers Lake. Carola was a member of 
Alaska Miners Assoc. for  40 years. 


Carola and her mother Babe Barnes owned the Fairview Inn in Talkeetna. They remodeled the 
Fairview Inn after the Inn caught fire and destroyed the floor. They always had hot soup or chili 
in a pot for whomever was hungry, Miners, Mountain climbers, people who lived in the bush 
and locals. They made sure everyone was welcome. To honor the” old timers” Carola hired an 
artist to paint the “old timers” of Talkeetna. The paintings are still on the wall to this day. Carola 
built a small apartment in the Inn for her mom Babe. They felt the need to have a 24 hour 
presence in case anyone needed a room or food. 


Carola helped establish the VFAW post 3836 in Talkeetna. She was instrumental in establishing 
the SnowTRAC program. A program for winter groomed trails and safety throughout the State 
of Alaska.
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To whom it may concern, 

My name is Autumn Merritt, and I am the Executive Director of the Talkeetna Historical Society. 
I am writing to you today in support of Michele Stevens and her request to have a mountain 
named after her beloved and influential mother, Carola June Young. 

Carol’s impact on the town of Talkeetna cannot be understated, and she is remembered well by 
her contemporaries. She was one of the many owners of the Fairview Inn, widely considered to 
be the heart of the town. She and her mother, Babe Barnes, remodeled it after it had been badly 
damaged in a fire and ran it for nearly a decade. It was they who commissioned the famous 
pastels of the “old-timers” that still grace the walls to this day. Carol helped establish the VFW 
Post 3836, which is an extremely important asset to Talkeetna. And for 23 years, she served as 
the President of the Yentna Mining District in Petersville, an area that shares a long and storied 
history with ours. She was instrumental in preventing the construction of a visitors’ center which 
would have permanently altered the rural character of that part of the country. Talkeetna would 
not exist as it is today without the mining operations of Petersville, and we have an abiding 
interest in the preservation of the region and the continuation of the natural and cultural 
resources that enhance it. 

I appeal to the committee to consider Ms. Stevens’ petition to immortalize her mother and her 
accomplishments forever. The honor of having a mountain bearing her name – one that overlooks 
the place where Carol spent so much time and which she fought so hard to protect - is a fitting 
memorial to the life of a true Alaskan woman.  

Respectfully, 

Autumn Merritt 

Executive Director 
Talkeetna Historical Society and Museum 

Talkeetna Historical Society and Museum  
PO Box 76 Talkeetna Alaska 99676 

907-733-2487
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February	9,	2024	
	

Alaska	Department	of	Natural	Resources	
Office	of	History	and	Archaeology		
500	W	7th	Ave	Suite	1310	
Anchorage,	AK	99501	
	
Re:	Naming	mountain	after	Carola	Young		
	
To	whom	it	may	concern:	
	
The	Alaska	Miners	Association	(AMA)	writes	to	provide	its	support	for	naming	a	mountain	in	our	state	
after	Carola	J.	Young,	an	incredibly	deserving	recipient.	
	
AMA	is	a	professional	membership	trade	organization	established	in	1939	to	represent	the	mining	industry	
in	Alaska.	We	are	composed	of	more	than	1,400	members	that	come	from	eight	statewide	branches:	
Anchorage,	Denali,	Fairbanks,	Haines,	Juneau,	Kenai,	Ketchikan/Prince	of	Wales,	and	Nome.	Our	members	
include	individual	prospectors,	geologists,	engineers,	suction	dredge	miners,	small	family	mines,	junior	
mining	companies,	and	major	mining	companies,	Alaska	Native	Corporations,	and	the	contracting	sector	
that	supports	Alaska’s	mining	industry.	
	
Carola	came	to	Alaska	in	1956	with	her	husband	in	the	United	States	Air	Force	and	they	immediately	fell	in	
love	with	our	great	state.		It	only	took	them	two	years	to	move	to	talkeetna,	build	a	log	home,	and	begin	dog	
mushing	,	fishing	and	hunting.		Tragically,	Carola’s	husband	passed	while	serving	in	active	duty,	cut	Carola	
channeled	heartbreak	into	establishing	the	VFW	Post	3836	in	Talkeetna	and	becoming	involved	in	assisting	
our	armed	forces	members.		
	
She	then	purchased	the	Fairview	Inn	in	Talkeetna,	remodeling	it	and	establishing	it	as	a	place	where	
anyone	could	come	in	day	or	not	for	a	hot	meal	and	a	comfortable	place	to	sleep.		Miners,	mountain	
climbers,	rural	Alaskans	and	locals	would	gather	at	the	Fairview	and	eventually	Carola	hired	an	artist	to	
commission	the	iconic	“old	timers”	paintings	on	the	walls	of	the	Fairview	Inn	to	this	day.		
	
In	1978,	Corola	sold	the	Fairview	Inn	when	she	married	Bob	young,	a	gold	miner,	and	moved	to	the	
Petersville	area	to	help	with	their	placer	mining	operation.		There,	she	continued	her	spirit	of	hospitality	
and	living	the	adventures	of	Alaska	in	a	mining	camp	without	electricity	or	water.		Somehow	Carol	made	it	
a	luxury	by	plumbing	the	water	to	camp	via	a	gravity	fed	system	and	building	a	shower	house	and	extra	
accommodations	for	family	and	friends.		The	kitchen	always	had	homemade	bread	and	good	food,	and	it	
got	even	better	when	a	generator	made	camp	more	luxurious.		State	agency	personnel	and	geologists	
working	in	the	area	always	stopped	in	for	fresh	coffee	and	cinnamon	rolls.		
	
Carola	became	very	active	in	the	area,	serving	as	the	President	of	the	Yentna	Mining	District	for	23	years.	
Governor	Tony	Knowles	appointed	her	to	serve	on	the	South	Denali	Development	Steering	Committee	
representing	the	Yentna	miners,	working	with	the	State	of	Alaska,	the	National	Park	Service,	and	others,	in	
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efforts	to	relocate	the	South	Denali	visitor	center	away	from	the	Petersville	area	
to	Kesugi	Ken	near	Beyers	Lake.		Her	service	ensured	that	miners	in	the	District	
were	able	to	continue	their	livelihoods	and	the	visitors	to	our	state	had	top-notch	
facilities	elsewhere	in	the	Denali	area.		This	is	the	balance	and	spirit	Alaskans	are	known	for	and	proud	of.		
	
Her	public	service	did	not	stop	there	–	she	was	instrumental	in	establishing	SnowTRAC,	a	program	for	
winter	groomed	trails	and	safety	for	mushers,	snowmachiners,	and	other	trail	users.		She	was	also	active	in	
the	Petersville	Search	and	Rescue	program.		Last,	and	certainly	not	least	in	our	eyes,	she	was	a	member	of	
the	Alaska	Miners	Association	for	over	40	years,	until	she	passed	in	2018.		

	
Carola	Young	embodies	the	Alaska	spirit	and	is	the	kind	of	legend	we	can	all	be	proud	of,	and	AMA	could	
not	be	more	proud	to	endorse	naming	a	mountain	after	her.			
	
Please	do	not	hesitate	to	contact	me	if	I	can	provide	any	further	information	for	you	to	consider	and	honor	
this	request.	
	
Sincerely,	

	
Deantha	Skibinski	
Executive	Director	
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From: Ringsmuth, Katie J (DNR)
To: Sine, Mary M (DNR)
Subject: FW: Naming a Mountain for Carol Young
Date: Monday, March 4, 2024 8:24:26 AM

Hi Mary,
 
Do we have a file open for Carol Young?
 
If so, would you mind adding the following comments?
 
If we don’t have a file open, we may need to contact the commenter and suggest they submit a
proposal.
 
Thanks!
katie
 
Katie Ringsmuth
State Historian
Alaska State Historic Preservation Office
Office of History & Archaeology
 

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1310
Anchorage, AK 99501-3561
Direct: 907-269-8714
katie.ringsmuth@alaska.gov
http://dnr.alaska.gov/parks/oha 
 

 
From: Gease, Ricky John (DNR) <ricky.gease@alaska.gov> 
Sent: Sunday, March 3, 2024 11:42 AM
To: Ringsmuth, Katie J (DNR) <katie.ringsmuth@alaska.gov>
Cc: Bittner, Judith E (DNR) <judy.bittner@alaska.gov>
Subject: Fwd: Naming a Mountain for Carol Young

 
FYI 

Begin forwarded message:

From: Bob Loeffler <bobl@jadenorth.com>
Date: March 3, 2024 at 11:07:12 AM AKST
To: "Gease, Ricky John (DNR)" <ricky.gease@alaska.gov>
Cc: aksnowgirl@icloud.com
Subject: Naming a Mountain for Carol Young
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[You don't often get email from bobl@jadenorth.com. Learn why this is
important at https://aka.ms/LearnAboutSenderIdentification ]

CAUTION: This email originated from outside the State of Alaska mail
system. Do not click links or open attachments unless you recognize the
sender and know the content is safe.

Dear Director Gease:

I understand there is a movement to name a mountain in the Yentna Mining
District overlooking the Tokositna River for Carol Young, who died in 2018.
 Please add my name to that movement, and please forward this e-mail to
whomever is considering such changes.  Thank you.

Ms. Young was for many years the heart of the Yentna Mining District.   She
was the policy guide, spokesperson, and someone people came to for
information and advice.  When I was Director of the division of Mining, Land
and Water, I was the beneficiary of her advice for many years and I valued it.
 Naming the mountain after her would be a fitting memorial

Sincerely,

- Bob Loeffler

Bob Loeffler
907-250-4621
bobl@jadenorth.com
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1

  Department of Natural Resources 
ALASKA HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

550 West 7th Avenue, Suite 1310 
Anchorage, Alaska 99501

 : 907.269.8721 
 dnr.oha@alaska.gov 

 

ALASKA’S GEOGRAPHIC NAMES

a program of the 

ALASKA HISTORICAL COMMISSION  

 

The Alaska Historical Commission serves as the geographic names board for the State of Alaska (AS 
41.35.350).  The citizen board, chaired by the Lt. Governor, reviews names proposed for lakes, streams, 
mountains, and other physical features in the state.  The commission coordinates its program with the U.S. 
Board on Geographic Names.  The commission has established a process to consider proposals, as has the 
federal board.  It takes at least a year to name a geographic feature.     

In 1982 the State of Alaska enacted a law urging the state geographic names board to consider Alaska Native 
place names for geographic features in the state that have not previously been named, using Native language 
writing systems accepted by the Alaska Native Language Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks. 

The U.S. Board on Geographic Names has a policy to identify a single official name and spelling for each 
geographic feature.  One or more variant names can be identified if needed for clarity or reference.  A variant 
is any current or historic name or spelling for a geographic feature other than the official name.  It might 
appear on maps in parentheses following the official name.    

To propose an official name for a geographic feature, an application is made to the Alaska Historical 
Commission.  The form is available at: 
http://www.dnr.alaska.gov/Assets/uploads/DNRPublic/parks/oha/designations/AKgeographicname_app.pdf or
from the Office of History & Archaeology, 550 West 7th Ave., Suite 1310, Anchorage, AK 99501,
907.269.8721.  The complete application and supporting material should be mailed, delivered to the office, or 
sent by email to dnr.oha@alaska.gov.  

All proposals must be accompanied by a map showing U.S. Geological Survey information and identifying
clearly the feature to be named.  Additional maps are encouraged that show the immediate area around the 
feature to be named, or show the feature in relation to major geographic features, communities, and roads as 
appropriate.  Photographs and other identifying aids are useful but are not required. 

Evidence of local support is encouraged.  These might be letters, petitions, newspaper articles, and letters to 
the editor, showing public awareness and endorsement of the proposed name.  The proposer must establish that 
property owners of the feature or close to it have been made aware of the name proposal and given a chance to 
comment.   
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GUIDELINES 

In the review of a proposed name, the Alaska Historical Commission uses the following guidelines and the 
policies of the U.S. Board on Geographic Names (Principles, Policies, and Procedures for Domestic 
Geographic Names, http://geonames.usgs.gov/domestic/policies.htm).  A proposal must identify the type of 
proposed name from the categories below, address the special conditions, and establish why the feature needs
an official name.    

Local usage

Active local use is the single, best reason to name a geographic feature.  Local usage refers to a name 
for a geographic feature that has evolved over a period of years, is called that name by the community 
or area as a whole, and is supported by local petitions, oral histories, documents, or other publications.  
A feature named by the applicant is not considered local usage, even when the applicant has called the 
feature by that name for a number of years. 

The Alaska Historical Commission encourages the proposer to: 

. include evidence of common verbal or written usage of the proposed name, such as petitions 
signed by local residents, resolutions, or letters of support for the proposed name from local 
government entities and community groups 

Descriptive names (includes features named by applicant) 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the name is relevant and descriptive of the feature 

. the name is not in use elsewhere in the region (unless for a related feature) 

. the name is in good taste and not frivolous 

⋅        the name has been used for a minimum of five years and evidence is provided of the use 

⋅        the property owners of the feature and those living adjacent to it have been notified of the  
        proposed name and given a chance to comment on it  

Alaska Native names 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the name is or was in common local use and that use is documented 

. the name is linguistically appropriate to the area in which it is to be applied 

. the land owner has been notified of the proposed name and given a chance to comment on it 

⋅       there has been consultation on the spelling and use of diacritical marks (special marks not  
      normally used in the English alphabet) with all Native groups in the area and with the Alaska 
      Native Language Center, University of Alaska Fairbanks  
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Commemorative names (please read the special section) 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the individual has been deceased for five (5) years and evidence of this (such as an obituary 
and biography) is provided 

. the individual made a significant, acknowledged contribution over time to the community o 
state 

. the individual had a direct association with the feature for a period of years 

. there is local support by residents and local authorities as evidenced by including letters, 
petitions, and resolutions 

Historical names 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 

. the proposed name was in common local use and that use is documented 

. the name is clearly associated with the area 

Name changes  

The Alaska Historical Commission is reluctant to change existing names, but will consider doing so if 
the proposer demonstrates a compelling reason and if there is local support for the change.  It has been 
shown that changing long-standing names can cause confusion and unforeseen costs. 

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish, as appropriate, that: 

. the current official name is derogatory to a racial, ethnic, gender, or religious group 

. the current official name is duplicative and causing confusion 

 the current official name is not spelled correctly  

. there is extensive local support by local authorities and residents for the name proposed and 
the name change as evidenced by letters, local petitions, and resolutions from local 
government entities and organizations 

⋅       the property owners of the feature and adjacent to it have been notified of the proposed name    
      and given a chance to comment  

Names in wilderness areas (including wilderness study areas)  

The Alaska Historical Commission does not approve names for natural features in federally designated 
wilderness areas or study areas unless the proposer demonstrates that an exception is warranted.   

The Alaska Historical Commission asks the proposer to establish that: 
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. there is an overriding need to name the feature (such as for  purposes of safety, education, or 
area administration) 

the land manager has been consulted and provided the opportunity to comment on the 
proposed name 

Associative names  

The Alaska Historical Commission accepts, in fact encourages, using the same name for features 
related to each other, such as forks of a river or a creek that comes from a glacier.        

The Alaska Historical Commission asks to proposer to establish: 

⋅ the relationship between the two features using maps 
 

⋅ the property owners of the features and those adjacent to them have been notified of the proposed 
name and given a chance to comment 

 

⋅ the provisions for descriptive, commemorative, Alaska Native, wilderness and other categories are 
addressed as well 

   

COMMEMORATIVE NAMES 

A commemorative name of a geographic feature is to honor and recognize an individual who has made an 
outstanding or noteworthy contribution to an area or the state, or is a national or international figure.  A 
commemorative name might be for an event.  A commemorative place name is not intended to memorialize a 
family member, friend, pet or animal. 

Proposals containing a given name (first or last) or nickname of an individual are considered commemorative.  
The full name of a person as part of a geographic name normally is not approved unless surname use alone 
would be ambiguous. 

The person must have been deceased for at least five (5) years before the Alaska Historical Commission will 
consider a commemorative name proposal.  An obituary or biography of the individual must be part of the 
proposal.  The information should establish the individual’s direct association with the feature, and that the 
individual made a significant contribution to the area in which the feature is located. 

Direct association.  To commemorate an event, it should have occurred at or near the feature or have had an 
impact on the region or state.  To commemorate a person, the individual should have been physically present 
at or near the feature for a number of years, or engaged in some activity that affected the feature.  A person's 
death on or at a feature, such as a mountaineering accident or plane crash, or the ownership of land adjacent to 
or of the feature, and recreational use or visits to a feature do not normally meet this criterion.   

Significance.  The proposer must establish why the event or individual is particularly worthy of recognition.  
The importance of an event can be in the social, political, economic, scientific, or cultural areas.  The 
contribution of an individual must be notable, of consequence, and have had an impact on the community, 
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region or state.  A significant contribution is an extraordinary effort, achievement, or impact.  It may come 
from the individual's work, professional or civic activities, and can be in the social, political, economic, 
scientific, or cultural areas.  The contribution should have benefitted Alaskans beyond the individual's
immediate circle of family and friends.  Generally, these individuals will have been recognized through a letter
of thanks from the Governor or Legislature, certificates of appreciation from an agency or group, awards, 
newspaper articles featuring the contribution made, dedication of local man-made features (park, street, 
garden, building), and the like.  The individual might be a historical figure. 

Features in Alaska can be named for events of significance nationally or internationally.  Features also can be 
named for persons who made a significant contribution nationally or internationally, especially if the 
contribution was exceptional and unique.  In such instances, the requirement of direct association does not 
need to be met, but the other requirements for commemorative names must be met. 

Commemorative name proposals must demonstrate local residents have been advised of the proposal.  
Proposals should include evidence of local support by local authorities and residents attesting to the 
individual's association with the feature and significant contribution locally, to the state or nation, or 
internationally. 

 

GEOGRAPHIC NAMING PROCESS 

Upon receipt, a name proposal is reviewed for completeness.  If necessary, the applicant is asked for additional 
information.  Of particular concern is that adjacent land owners have been advised of the proposed name and 
had a chance to comment on it. 

A Domestic Geographic Name Report (a U.S. Board on Geographic Names form) is prepared and sent with a 
map and supporting information to relevant Native groups, public land managers, local governments, and other 
interested parties and local media for comment on the proposed name.  For proposed Native names, the Alaska 
Native Language Center at the University of Alaska Fairbanks is consulted. Interested parties might include 
local civic groups, historical organizations, pilot associations, and outdoor groups. 

The Alaska Historical Commission members receive the report, map, and all public input before discussing 
and acting to approve or not approve a proposed name.  The nine-member commission meets at least two 
times a year.  Commission members reference these guidelines in their formal action.  The applicant is notified 
of the meeting at which the commission will consider their proposed name and provided with copies of 
comments received from reviewers.  Every meeting has a public comment period when an applicant and others 
interested in the proposed name can address commission members.  Place names approved by the Alaska 
Historical Commission are official for the State of Alaska. 

Following the meeting, applicants are notified in writing of the Alaska Historical Commission’s action on their 
proposal.  Unless tabled, the Domestic Geographic Name Report, all comments received, and record of the 
commission’s action are sent to the U.S. Board on Geographic Names.  Staff there also have a review process 
before the board considers and votes on a proposed name.  The USBGN is the final word on choice, spelling, 
and official use of the place names in the U.S.  Its approval makes a name official nationally.  The name is 
entered in the Geographic Name Information System (GNIS), http://geonames.usgs.gov/domestic/. When a
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federal map is revised and updated an effort is made to add the name, but approval does not guarantee a name 
will appear on USGS and other federal maps.  

The Alaska Office of History & Archaeology has a program manager for geographic names who can answer 
questions or provide additional information.  

[AHC adopted  12.8.2015] 

[Link updates 04.05.2017]
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INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC 

HEARING: LEGISLATIVE 

MATTERS 

Resolution No. 24-19

Official Streets and Highway Plan
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 24-133 
 
SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE AMENDING MSB 15.24.030 (B) (46), OFFICIAL 
STREETS AND HIGHWAYS PLAN (OSHP)TO UPDATE ENGSTROM ROAD TO TRUNK 
ROAD CONNECTION ON THE MAP.  
 
 
AGENDA OF: September 3, 2024  
ASSEMBLY ACTION: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
AGENDA ACTION REQUESTED:  Introduce and set for public hearing. 
 

Route To  Signatures 
 
Originator – 
Planning Div 

7/17/2024

X Rodney S. Fodge

Signed by: Rodney Fodge  

 
Planning Director X

 
 
Finance Director X

 
 
Borough Attorney X

 
 
Borough Manager X

 
 
Borough Clerk X

 
 
ATTACHMENT(S): HDL Reconnaissance Study - 2023 (37pp) 
   Connector_Alternate Analysis Letter – 2023 (4pp) 

Planning Commission Resolution (2pp) 
   Transportation Advisory Board Resolution (2pp) 
   OSHP Current Overview Map (2pp) 
   OSHP Proposed Overview Map (2pp) 
   OSHP Zoomed Proposed Overview Map (1 page) 

Ordinance Serial No. 24-073 (2 pp) 
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SUMMARY STATEMENT: 
 
The Official Streets and Highways Plan (OSHP) is a map that 
identifies future roads, corridors, and upgrades necessary to 
safely and efficiently accommodate our growing population and its 
transportation needs. The OSHP is a map-based component of the MSB 
Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP) focused on preserving future 
road corridors. The OSHP is one of the Borough’s most used 
transportation planning tools and requires a minor amendment to 
the official map.   
 
In July 2023, a reconnaissance level study was finalized analyzing 
potential alternate routes for a connector road from Engstrom Road 
to Trunk Road. Based upon the report provided by HDL Engineering 
Consultants, three alternate options were presented: a No-build, 
South Alignment, and North Alignment option. Based on purpose and 
need, the North Alignment was the preferred alternate route. The 
North Alignment helps with future planning and matches the MSB’s 
long-term goals. The North Alignment has been previously approved 
and funded through Transportation Improvement Program in 2021.  
The current map-component of the OSHP needs to be updated to 
reflect the North Alignment.       
 
RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION:  
Adopt the legislation as presented. 
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1.0 PROJECT DESCRIPTION 

Identified in the Matanuska-Susitna Borough’s (MSB) 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan (LRTP), 

adopted December 2017, the goal of the Engstrom Road to Trunk Road Connector project is to reduce 

congestion on Engstrom Road and provide alternate access to Trunk Road. The project was approved 

by voters as part of the 2021 Transportation Infrastructure Projects (TIP21). 

1.1 Scope of the Report 

The purpose of this report is to present the results of a reconnaissance level study for route alternatives 

for a connector from Engstrom Road to Trunk Road. The study was performed to present the MSB with 

information to identify and compare two alternatives based on the following: 

 Preliminary desktop geotechnical evaluation and preliminary geotechnical recommendations. 

 Preliminary Hydrology and Hydraulics (H&H) evaluation for potential creek crossing locations 

and overall drainage patterns. 

 Review of previously completed studies and plans within and around the project area, 

including: 

o Fishhook Area Collector Roads Traffic Study, 2017 

o Official Streets and Highways Plan (OSHP), adopted November 2022 

o 2035 LRTP, adopted December 2017 

 Coordination with the Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) on 

the impacts of the route alternatives to DOT&PF facilities. 

 Rough order of magnitude cost estimate. 

1.2 Project Location and Description 

The MSB’s Core Area has experienced continued rapid growth over the last several decades, resulting 

in an explosion in land development and a corresponding increase in local traffic. The purpose of this 

project is to evaluate route alternatives for a new road connecting Engstrom Road and Trunk Road. 

The MSB has asked HDL to evaluate the feasibility and impacts of the two route alternatives along the 

proposed corridor using collector road classification design criteria. 

This proposed development would include right-of-way (ROW) acquisition, existing road upgrades 

and/or new road construction, intersection improvements, creek crossing(s), utility relocations, and 

signage and striping. 

This project is located in Sections 22, 23, 26, and 27, Township 18 South, Range 1 East, of the Seward 

Meridian; Latitude 61°37’37.5”, Longitude 149°14’15.1”.  See Figure 1 on the following page for the 

location and vicinity map.
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Figure 1 Location and Vicinity Map. 
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1.3 Existing Facilities and Land Use 

There is no current direct connection between Engstrom Road and Trunk Road. Traffic traveling to and 

from Trunk Road and Engstrom Road must use Bogard Road and enter using the only collector 

intersection serving the study area.  This has resulted in a high concentration of traffic at the Engstrom 

Road and Bogard Road intersection and notably left turning traffic from Engstrom Road onto Bogard 

Road that has limited sight distance, a crash rate that is higher than the statewide average for a similar 

intersection, and is heavily congested. 

Adjacent land use largely consists of single-family and multi-family developments with some farms 

and industrial facilities. Moreover, the study area contains some of the only unsubdivided land in the 

immediate area; both alternatives pass through portions of unsubdivided land. The potential exists for 

future development including the extension of City of Palmer water service to the area. 

1.4 Purpose and Need 

Considerable steady population growth throughout the MSB has occurred over the last several 

decades, which has increased demand on the poorly connected network of local roads. The MSB’s 

LRTP specifically identified congestion issues along Engstrom Road and a need to reduce congestion 

and provide an alternate access to Trunk Road and Palmer-Fishhook Road. 

The purpose of this project is to improve safety and to increase the capacity of the road network in 

the Fishhook area by providing an alternate route between Engstrom Road and Trunk Road that has a 

minimum design life of 20 years.  

The need of the project is to improve connectivity and reduce congestion to meet current and future 

traffic volumes, which are constricted by the Fishhook and North Lakes areas limited Collector level 

road network. 

2.0 DESIGN STANDARDS AND GUIDELINES 

Design standards and guidelines that apply to the Engstrom Road to Trunk Road Connector are 

contained in the following publications.   

Standards: 

 A Policy on Geometric Design of Highways and Streets (PGDHS), 8th Edition, AASHTO, 2018.  

 Roadside Design Guide (RDG), 4th Edition, AASHTO, 2011.  

 Alaska Highway Preconstruction Manual (HPCM), DOT&PF, 2022 as amended at the time of 

design approval. 

 Alaska Highway Drainage Manual (AHDM), DOT&PF, 2006. 

 The Alaska Traffic Manual (ATM), consisting of the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices 

(MUTCD), 2009 as amended, U.S. DOT, FHWA, and the Alaska Traffic Manual Supplement 

(ATMS), DOT&PF, 2016. 

 ADA Standards for Transportation Facilities, DOT, 2006. 

 ADA Standards for Accessible Design, DOJ, 2010. 

 Highway Capacity Manual (HCM), 5th Edition, TRB, 2010. 

 Guidelines for Geometric Design of Very Low-Volume Local Roads (ADT ≤ 400), AASHTO, 2001. 

 Subdivision Construction Manual (SCM), MSB, 2022. 

Planning Commission Meeting August 5, 2024 
 

402 of 446



RECONNAISSANCE ENGINEERING REPORT  ENGSTROM ROAD TO TRUNK ROAD CONNECTOR 

July 31, 2023 4  

3.0 DESIGN CRITERIA AND TYPICAL SECTION  

Design criteria for the roadway corridor has been developed for a Major Collector Road as shown on 

the MSB’s LRTP. The design and posted speed limit have yet to be determined, but for conceptual 

design purposes, 40 mph has been selected as the design speed. The design criteria used to develop 

the alternatives can be found in Appendix A. 

The typical section for both route alternatives consists of two 11-foot lanes, 6-foot shoulders, 10-foot 

wide 4H:1V foreslopes, and 3H:1V backslopes. The recommended structural section is summarized 

below in the Geotechnical Evaluation. 

Additional sections may be considered, including retaining walls, as the design progresses, in particular 

at creek crossing locations. 

4.0 ALTERNATIVES 

The MSB solicited proposals to design a connector from Engstrom Road to Trunk Road generally in-

line with the existing N Old Homestead Road (South Alignment). Subsequently, the MSB has requested 

evaluation of an alternate route beginning approximately 1-mile to the north on Engstrom Road.  The 

alternatives are described in further detail below. 

4.1 No-Build Option 

The No-Build option consists of maintaining the existing roadway network. No improvements or new 

connections would be made under this option. The existing level of service (LOS) would continue and 

decrease proportional to an increase in traffic volume. It can be anticipated that there would be an 

increased LOS at the intersection with Bogard Road due to the DOT&PF sponsored HSIP: Bogard Road 

at Engstrom Road/Green Forest Drive Intersection Improvements project currently in design. 

The No-Build option does not satisfy the purpose and need of this project for the following reasons. 

 No alternate route between Engstrom Road and Trunk Road. The MSB’s LRTP specifically 

identifies the need for alternate access. This alternate access is needed to provide options for 

emergency services, detour options in cases of road closures due to weather or construction, 

and alternate routes to spread the existing and future traffic volumes across the road network. 

 No safety improvements. Traffic volumes are expected to continue to increase and an increase 

in traffic volume beyond the existing design capacity greatly increases the likelihood of crashes 

and a reduction in safety. 

 No congestion relief. Traffic volumes are expected to continue to increase and subsequently 

LOS decrease if no improvements are made. Providing no alternate route will continue to 

burden the Engstrom Road-Bogard Road intersection as the only Collector level connection, 

as well as continue to burden local roads with Collector level traffic volumes when alternate 

routes are needed.  

4.2 South Alignment 

The proposed South Alignment begins approximately 0.4-miles north of the Bogard Road-Engstrom 

Road intersection and extends east, merging into N Old Homestead Road. This is the alignment 

presented to voters as part of the TIP21. This proposed corridor is approximately 0.9-miles long and 
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would require construction of a new approach/intersection with Engstrom Road and make use of the 

existing approach of N Old Homestead Road to Trunk Road. Trunk Road is owned and maintained by 

DOT&PF and will require coordination with them on the connection. 

During the preliminary H&H evaluation, it was determined that this proposed alignment is not ideal 

for crossing Wasilla Creek. The alternate alignments in red show proposed adjustments to the South 

Alignment that have more ideal crossing locations over Wasilla Creek. These alternatives are discussed 

further in the H&H Section. 

While this is the alignment presented to voters as part of the TIP21, the close proximity to both the 

existing Trunk Road-Bogard Road roundabout and the proposed (currently in design) Bogard Road-

Engstrom Road roundabout provides limited added benefit in reducing congestion (improving LOS) 

and increasing connectivity. 

 
Figure 2: South Alignment 
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Key attributes of the south alignments are summarized below. 

 Less than 1-mile long 

 Uses existing approach at Trunk Road 

 One anticipated creek crossing 

 Less than 0.5-mile separation from Bogard Road roundabouts at Trunk Road and Engstrom 

Road (proposed) 

 Five impacted properties 

While this alternative makes use of the existing approach to Trunk Road, improvements would be 

required to, at minimum, widen the approach to match the assumed typical section and accommodate 

the existing multi-use pathway along Trunk Road. If this alternative were selected, further analysis 

would be required to determine the appropriate intersection configuration based on expected traffic 

volumes and appropriate crossing location of Wasilla Creek.  
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4.3 North Alignment 

The proposed North Alignment begins approximately 1.6-miles north of the Bogard Road-Engstrom 

Road intersection, extends east along the ¼ Section line of Section 22 to Section 23, then turns 

southeast and then south where it connects to Trunk Road approximately 0.2-miles southwest of 

Heaton Road. The proposed corridor is approximately 1.9-miles long and would require a new 

intersection at both Engstrom Road and Trunk Road. Trunk Road is owned and maintained by DOT&PF 

and will require coordination with them on the connection and an appropriate intersection 

configuration. The proposed intersection location with Trunk Road aligns with a proposed future 

Collector Road north of Walby Lake, identified in the OSHP.  

 
Figure 3: North Alignment 
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The MSB is currently entertaining an application for the development of the Stone Creek Phase 6 Tract 

Z residential subdivision, which is the property immediately north of the proposed alignment near the 

western end and extends approximately 3,200 feet east off of Engstrom Road. This alignment would 

help reduce traffic congestion at the Engstrom Road-Bogard Road intersection by moving the corridor 

further north and diverting a substantial amount of traffic to Trunk Road.  

Preliminary considerations for converting the 90-degree curve to an intersection include a tee-

intersection and a roundabout. Based on traffic data collected by the MSB (2019) on Engstrom Road 

before and after Hart Lake Loop (see Figure 1), a significant amount of the traffic traveling on Engstrom 

Road to/from Bogard Road comes from or through the Wolf Lake area. Because of the disconnected 

road network in the Fishhook Triangle (see OSHP for further discussion), without additional traffic data, 

the trip origin and destinations are unclear and a preferred intersection configuration cannot be 

determined at this time. The list below outlines features for each configuration, including making the 

south leg of a tee-intersection stop controlled. It is assumed that minimal traffic would be making the 

movement between the south and east legs of the intersection and therefore the configuration making 

the west leg stop controlled was not considered.  

 Roundabout 

o Provides continuous flow for all traffic movements 

o Provides better access control with the addition of the proposed Stone Creek 

subdivision 

 Tee-Intersection (South Leg Stop Controlled) 

o Provides Major Collector level through movement to/from Trunk Road (Arterial) 

 Tee-Intersection (East Leg Stop Controlled) 

o Maintains existing traffic movement of north/west and east/south 

Key attributes of the north alignment are summarized below  

 Approximately 2-miles long 

 Proposed intersection with Trunk Road aligns with future Collector Road north of Walby Lake 

 Approximately seven anticipated stream crossings 

 Greater than 1.5-mile separation from Bogard Road roundabouts at Trunk Road and Engstrom 

Road (proposed) 

 Ten impacted properties 

 Reduces future traffic volume increase from Stone Creek Development on Engstrom Road 

 Provides alternate Collector level route around annual road closure caused by snow drift south  

While this alternative proposes an intersection with Trunk Road that aligns with a future Collector Road 

north of Walby Lake, the scope of this report is limited and does not include an analysis of anticipated 

traffic volumes and preferred intersection configuration. If this alternative were selected, further 

analysis would be required to determine the appropriate intersection configuration based on expected 

traffic volumes for both the Engstrom Road to Trunk Road Connector and the future [Walby Lake] 

Collector Road.  

5.0 GEOTECHNICAL EVALUATION 

HDL reviewed historical geotechnical reports, nearby well logs, topographic data, and aerial imagery 

along the proposed alignments to provide information regarding the anticipated subsurface 
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conditions. The results of the desktop evaluation were incorporated into preliminary structural section 

recommendations. 

In general, we anticipate that subsurface conditions along the proposed alignments will largely consist 

of approximately 1 to 5 feet of silty organic soils underlain by gravel with varying amounts of sand, 

silt, and cobbles. In general, we anticipate groundwater to be encountered at elevations ranging 

between Wasilla Creek and the uphill Gooding and Cornelius Lakes. Portions along the alignment that 

may consist of differing soil conditions are noted in the following sections. 

5.1 South Alignment 

Several historic well logs located near the proposed Engstrom Road connection indicate gravelly clay 

and/or hard pan underlies the silty organic soils, which we interpret to be glacial till, and may be 

encountered as shallow as 5 feet below the existing ground surface (bgs). 

5.2 North Alignment 

Shallow groundwater and soft organic soils up to 15 feet thick are anticipated in the lowland area 

approximately 0.3 miles east of the proposed Engstrom Road tie-in. 

5.3 Preliminary Geotechnical Recommendations 

HDL recommends the proposed alignment be cleared and grubbed prior to the start of construction. 

If soft or unstable soils or other deleterious materials are encountered during construction, the 

materials should be removed and replaced with material meeting the DOT&PF Standard Specifications 

for Highway Construction (SSHC) requirements for Selected Material, Type B or better. We recommend 

that the exposed subgrade be proof-rolled to provide a level, firm, uniform surface prior to the 

placement of fill. If loose soils are encountered additional compaction effort may be required. 

Excavations should be dewatered and protected from adjacent runoff. Subgrade soils may be difficult 

to compact due to elevated in-situ moisture contents or if they are exposed to additional rainfall or 

runoff during excavation. 

Fill placed outside of the structural section should be placed in lifts not to exceed 10 to 12 inches loose 

thickness, and compacted to a density of at least 90 percent of the maximum density as determined 

by the Modified Proctor compaction procedure (ASTM D1557). During fill placement, cobbles and 

boulders with dimensions in excess of 2/3 the lift thickness should be removed. 
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The minimum recommended structural section for the proposed road is as follows: 

Table 1: Preliminary Structural Section Recommendations 

Minimum Thickness (in.) Material Type 

4 HMA Type II, Class A 

4 Base Course Gradation D-1 

36 Selected Material, Type A 

(As needed to meet grade) Selected Material, Type B 

 

The HMA Type II, Class A, Base Course Gradation D-1, and Selected Material should meet the 

requirements presented in the DOT&PF SSHC. The Base Course and Selected Material, Type A should 

be spread in thin, moisture conditioned layers and compacted to at least 95 percent of the maximum 

dry density as determined by ASTM D1557. All subgrades and final grades should be rolled to provide 

smooth, firm, and non-yielding surfaces. 

The recommended structural section does not provide full frost protection and seasonal movement of 

the pavement should be expected; however, the recommended structural section is expected to 

provide a service life typical for Major Collector roads in the area. The life of the pavement can be 

increased by increasing the thickness of the structural section. We recommend the road and drainage 

ditches to be graded to and ditches constructed to carry surface water runoff away from the structural 

section. 

Topography along the proposed alignments suggests several large cuts and fills may be required to 

achieve proposed grades. We recommend performing site specific geotechnical investigations near 

areas of large cuts to evaluate subsurface materials for reuse.  

At least one bridge or large diameter culvert is anticipated where the proposed alignments cross 

Wasilla Creek. In addition, there may be additional culverts required to support construction of the 

proposed alignments. We recommend performing site specific geotechnical investigations near the 

proposed crossing(s) prior to final design. 

6.0 HYDROLOGY AND HYDRAULICS 

The Preliminary Hydrology and Hydraulics Overview (Appendix B) provides a summary of the 

floodplain management and fish passage design considerations within the project study area and 

outlines agency consultation that may be necessary to support the future development of a road 

connection between Engstrom Road and Trunk Road. 

Both the north and south alignments are considered feasible with regards to fish passage and 

floodplain management requirements. Up to seven fish passage structures should be anticipated for 

the north alignment, compared to only one stream crossing for the south alignments. Because the 

hydraulic impacts to the Special Flood Hazard Area of Wasilla Creek are not anticipated to be 

significant, floodplain impacts should not be a critical deciding factor in alignment selection. 
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7.0 ENVIRONMENTAL COMMITMENTS AND CONSIDERATIONS 

The Preliminary Environmental Overview (Appendix C) provides a summary of the environmental 

resources present within the project study area and outlines agency consultation and permitting 

requirements that may be necessary to support the future development of a road connection between 

Engstrom Road and Trunk Road. Development of any of the proposed alternatives will impact 

environmental resources. Table 2 provides a qualitative summary of potential environmental impacts 

associated with the proposed connection between Engstrom Road and Trunk Road. 

Table 2: Preliminary Environmental Resources Present 

Environmental 

Resource 
North Alignment South Alignment 

South Alignment 

Alternative 

Air Quality Compliance with Ordinance 19-032.  

Anadromous Fish 

Streams and Essential 

Fish Habitat 

Multiple Streams 
Wasilla Creek crossing 

required. 

Wasilla Creek crossing 

required. 

Floodplain and 

Regulatory Floodway 
Wasilla Creek floodzone present. 

Cultural Resources 

5 properties impacted. 

Consultation with 

SHPO required. 

6 properties impacted. 

Consultation with SHPO 

required. 

6 properties impacted. 

Consultation with SHPO 

required. 

Migratory Birds and 

Eagles’ Nests 

Vegetation clearing must occur during the USFWS recommended time 

period in Southcentral Alaska. 

Eagle nest survey must be complete prior to construction. 

Navigable Waters 

USACE identified 

Wasilla Creek and the 

unnamed tributaries of 

Cottonwood Creek as 

navigable. 

USACE identified 

Wasilla Creek as 

navigable. 

USACE identified 

Wasilla Creek as 

navigable. 

Noise Compliance with MSB Chapter 8.52 

Right-of-Way 4 properties impacts 5 properties impacts 4 properties impacts 

Right-of-Way Multiple acquisitions required. 

Wetlands Wetlands present. 

 

Agency consultation will be required for compliance with environmental laws and local ordinances. 

Permitting requirements for the project could include: 

 U.S. Army Corp of Engineers Section 404 Permit 

 Alaska Department of Fish & Game Title 16 Fish Habitat Permit 
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 Alaska Department of Natural Resources (ADNR) consultation with the State Historic 

Preservation Office  

 ADNR Temporary Water Use Permit 

 MSB Floodplain Permit 

8.0 RIGHT-OF-WAY REQUIREMENTS 

The extent of ROW requirements will vary depending on the selected alignment but impacts are 

significant regardless of the selected route alignment. The North Alignment has the benefit of existing 

Public Use Easements at the beginning of the route at Engstrom Road and along the ¼ Section line of 

Section 22. In addition, there are plans to develop Stone Creek Phase 6 Tract Z into a residential 

subdivision. The current plan is for the proposed subdivision to develop E Basalt Drive along the south 

property line and connecting to Engstrom Road at the southwest corner of the tract. 

9.0 PEDESTRIAN AND BICYCLE FACILITIES 

In the 2035 LRTP, the MSB identified transportation goals and developed strategies to reach them. 

One of the Goal Three: Improve Connectivity strategies presents the recommendation of establishing 

requirements for providing sidewalks or separated pathways on all MSB Core Area roads with a Major 

Collector or higher classification. The objective is to expand and connect gaps in the existing expansive 

multimodal network while concurrently increasing accessibility to transit facilities and improving 

pedestrian safety.  

As a proposed Major Collector, it is considered advantageous and consistent with the MSB’s 

transportation goals to provide pedestrian and bicycle facilities along the proposed corridor. In 

consideration of the corridor passing through a rural area, limited access by public and private 

approaches, and the existing separated pathway along Trunk Road, it is recommended to include a 

separated pathway as part of the proposed road footprint. For consistency with current and recent 

improvement projects, such as the Bogard Road Extension and Seldon Road Extension Phase 1 and 2, 

a 10-foot paved separated pathway is included as part of the planning level cost estimate below. 

10.0 UTILITY RELOCATION AND COORDINATION 

Utility impacts were not analyzed as part of this study, but it is anticipated that some utility relocations 

may be required, particularly near the proposed intersections with Engstrom Road and Trunk Road. 

Utility companies with facilities in the project limits may include Matanuska Telephone Association, 

Matanuska Electric Association, Enstar Natural Gas Company, GCI, and Alaska Communications 

Services. 
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11.0 COST ESTIMATE 

A planning level cost estimate has been prepared for each alternative and are summarized as follows: 

11.1 South Alignment 

  Wasilla Creek Crossing Type 

  Bridge  Culvert 

Engineering Design $ 738,000 $ 613,000 

Right-of-Way Acquisition $ 610,000 $ 610,000 

Utility Relocation  $ 100,000 $ 100,000 

Construction     

Roadway $ 5,779,000 $ 5,779,000 

 Wasilla Creek Crossing $ 1,600,000 $ 350,000 

Construction Total  $ 7,379,000 $ 6,129,000 

Construction Administration $ 1,107,000 $ 920,000 

Total $ 9,934,000 $ 8,372,000 

 

11.2 North Alignment 

  Wasilla Creek Crossing Type 

  Bridge  Culvert 

Engineering Design $ 1,585,000 $ 1,460,000 

Right-of-Way Acquisition $ 768,000 $ 768,000 

Utility Relocation  $ 100,000 $ 100,000 

Construction     

 Roadway $ 13,022,000 $ 13,022,000 

 Wasilla Creek Crossing $ 1,600,000 $ 350,000 

 Cottonwood Creek/Other Crossings $ 1,225,000 $ 1,225,000 

Construction Total  $ 15,847,000 $ 14,597,000 

Construction Administration $ 2,378,000 $ 2,190,000 

Total $ 20,678,000 $ 19,115,000 

11.3 Trunk Road Intersection 

The scope of this report is limited and further analysis is required to determine an appropriate 

intersection configuration at Trunk Road. Possible configurations and planning level cost for each are 

listed below. These costs should be added to the alignment costs listed in the above sections.  

Intersection Configuration *Additional Cost 

Basic Stop Controlled – no alterations to Trunk Road  $100,000 

Basic Stop Controlled – widening of Trunk Road for left turn lanes  $1,000,000 

Roundabout  $12,000,000 

Signalized Intersection  $10,000,000 

*Additional costs are based on recent projects with similar scope; detailed analysis was not performed. 
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12.0 EXCEPTIONS TO DESIGN STANDARDS 

There are no current exceptions to design standards for this project. 

13.0 OTHER CONSIDERATIONS 

13.1 Wind and Snow Drift 

The majority of the Mat-Su Valley is impacted by strong winds throughout the year, especially in the 

Palmer area. The proposed project area is known for its windy conditions and snowdrifts, and there 

are known drifting issues near both proposed Engstrom Road intersections. Operations and 

Maintenance staff combat drifted snow piles that often close Engstrom Road at the curve south of 

Glade Court (beginning of the proposed south alignments) and the section near Cornelius Lake. It will 

be important to design this corridor to avoid snow drifting over the roadway. 

13.2 DOT&PF Facilities 

DOT&PF, in cooperation with the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA), is in the design phase of a 

proposed single lane roundabout at the intersection of Bogard Road with Engstrom Road and Green 

Forest Drive. The project is being developed and funded through the Highway Safety Improvement 

Program (HSIP), which specifically targets reducing fatalities and severe injury crashes on Alaska’s 

roadways. The purpose of the HSIP: Bogard Road to Engstrom Road/Green Forest Drive Intersection 

Improvements project is to improve safety at the intersections of Green Forest Drive and Engstrom 

Road with Bogard Road. The accident rate for these intersections exceeds the statewide average for 

similar intersections. These two existing intersections are within 200 feet of each other, which creates 

overlapping influence areas that potentially increase the accident rate. 

While the intersection improvements addresses both safety (crashes) and congestion, and it is included 

in the 2035 LRTP, alone it does not address the MSB’s goal of improve connectivity. Alternate Collector 

level routes are still needed to provide access to and from subdivisions in the Fishhook triangle. As 

discussed earlier, Engstrom Road is consistently, albeit briefly, closed in the winter due to high winds 

and drifted snow; the intersection improvements with Bogard Road provide no solution for traffic in 

this situation.  

Comments provided by DOT&PF staff concur that alternate access would provide more than just 

congestion relief and safety improvements along Engstrom Road by balancing the traffic volume load 

across Collector roads. An alternate Collector level road would provide additional route options for 

emergency services, school buses, detours for construction or emergencies (such as winter weather 

closures), and reducing volumes along residential roads that have previously been used as Collector 

level roads. Further, DOT&PF staff indicated the south alignment would not be a prudent option given 

its close proximity to Bogard Road. 
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PROJECT DESIGN CRITERIA 

Reconnaissance Engineering Report 

Engstrom Road to Trunk Road Connector 

ELEMENT VALUE SOURCE 

Construction Classification New Connection MSB 

Design Functional Classification Major Collector MSB 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan 

Design Year  2043 Assumed 

AADT  2500 Assumed 

Design Hourly Volume (DHV)   

Peak Hour Factor (PHF)   

Directional Split (%D)   

Commercial (%CV) / RV’s (%RV)   

Equiv. Single Axle Load (ESAL)   

Pavement Design Year   

Design Vehicle AASHTO WB-65 MSB 

Design Speed, Terrain 40 mph, Rolling MSB 

Stopping Sight Distance (SSD) 

Passing Sight Distance (PSD) 

305 ft (on level roadways) 

600 ft 

PGDHS 2018, Table 3-1 

PGDHS 2018, Table 3-4 

Maximum Allowable Grade  

Minimum Allowable Grade 

8.0% 

0.5% 

PGDHS 2018, Table 6-2 

PGDHS 2018, pg. 3-130 

Minimum Radius of Curvature 762 ft PGDHS 2018, Table 3-13 

Minimum K-Value for  

Vertical Curves 

Crest:44 (SSD), 129 (PSD) 

Sag: 64 

PGDHS 2018, Table 6-3 

PGDHS 2018, Table 6-3 

Number of Roadways 1 roadway – 2 travel lanes  MSB 

Width of Traveled Way 11.0 ft per lane PGDHS 2018, Table 6-5 

Width of Shoulder 6.0 ft PGDHS 2018, Table 6-5 

Surface Treatment Hot Mix Asphalt  MSB 

Side Slope Ratios 
Cut - Fore: 4H:1V; Back: 3H:1V 

Fill - Fore: 4H:1V; Back: 3H:1V 
RDG, pg. 3-4 

Clear Zone 16 ft for 4H:1V Foreslope RDG Table 3-1 

Degree of Access Control Limited Assumed 

Median Treatment None Assumed 

Illumination:   None Assumed 

Curb Usage and Type None Assumed 

Bicycle Provisions 10 ft Multiuse Pathway MSB 

Pedestrian Provisions 10 ft Multiuse Pathway MSB 

 

Proposed By:  ________________________________________ 

  Engineer    Date 

 

Recommended By: ________________________________________ 

  MSB Project Manager   Date  
 
 
 
Accepted By:   ________________________________________ 

  MSB Public Works Director  Date 

5/2/23
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MEMORANDUM 
Date: February 1, 2023 

To:  Cole Branham, PE 
 Matanuska-Susitna Borough 

From:  Kyle Albert, PE, CFM 

Subject:  Preliminary H&H Overview 
 Engstrom to Trunk Road Connector 

Executive Summary 
The Matanuska-Susitna Borough (MSB) is proposing to improve connectivity between 
Engstrom Road and Trunk Road. This Preliminary Hydrology and Hydraulics (H&H) Overview 
provides a summary of the floodplain management and fish passage design considerations 
within the project study area and outlines agency consultation that may be necessary to 
support the future development of a road connection between Engstrom Road and Trunk 
Road. 

Hydrology 
The study area is located in the MSB approximately 4 miles west of Palmer. The south roadway 
alignments are wholly within the Wasilla Creek watershed, and a portion of the north alignment 
crosses into the upper fringes of the Cottonwood Creek watershed. A vicinity map of the study 
area and drainage basins is shown in Figure 1. 

The upstream drainage areas of Wasilla Creek and Cottonwood Creek are approximately 25 
and 1.5 square miles, respectively. Wasilla Creek crosses both the north and south alignments, 
and has an ordinary high water (OHW) width of 20 to 30 feet in the study area. The 100-year 
flood discharge of Wasilla Creek is 1006 cfs, according to the current FEMA Flood Insurance 
Study (FIS) for the MSB. A preliminary regression analysis found that the maximum 100-year 
flood discharge of any stream crossing in the Cottonwood Creek watershed is 111 cfs. 
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Figure 1. Vicinity Map 

 

Floodplains 
Wasilla Creek was included in the FEMA Flood Insurance Study (FIS) for the MSB, current as of September 
27, 2019. The FIS defines the limits of the Special Flood Hazard Area (SFHA) of Wasilla Creek. The SFHA 
is defined by FEMA as: 

“The 1% annual chance flood, also known as the base flood or 100-year flood, has a 1% chance 
of happening or being exceeded each year. Special Flood Hazard Areas are subject to flooding 
by the 1% annual chance flood. The Base Flood Elevation is the water surface elevation of the 1% 
annual chance flood. The floodway is the channel of a stream plus any adjacent floodplain areas 
that must be kept free of encroachment so that the 1% annual chance flood can be carried 
without substantial increases in flood heights.” (FEMA FIS 02170CV001B) 
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From 0.3 miles upstream of N. Palmer-Fishhook Road to E. Nelson Road downstream, the SFHA of Wasilla 
Creek is categorized as Zone AE, which is a 100-year flood zone for which base flood elevations have 
been determined. A regulatory floodway has not been determined for this SFHA. The north and south 
alignment crossing locations are shown in Figure 2. 

Figure 2. Wasilla Creek SFHA 

 

MSB is a participant in the National Flood Insurance Program (NFIP). In exchange for making flood 
insurance available, the federal government requires local communities to enforce floodplain 
management regulations to reduce future flood risks to new construction and substantially improved 
structures in SFHAs.   

MSB’s floodplain management regulations are described in Chapter 17 of MSB Code.  As stated in MSB 
Code 17.29.100, a Floodplain Development Permit must be acquired before any construction or 
development begins in a SFHA, which includes dredging, filling, grading, paving, or excavation 
operations. Therefore, this project will require preparation of a Floodplain Development Permit 
application. 
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In circumstances where development is planned for areas of SFHAs that are defined as regulatory 
floodways, MSB Code prohibits development unless: 

“…certification by a registered professional engineer is provided demonstrating through 
hydrologic and hydraulic analyses performed in accordance with standard engineering practice 
that the encroachments shall not result in any increase in flood levels during the occurrence of 
the base flood discharge.” (MSB 17.29.180) 

Since a regulatory floodway is not defined in the Zone AE SFHA impacted by this project, H&H analysis 
and “no-rise” certification is not required.  

If the project improvements will alter the base flood elevations and SFHA limits of Wasilla Creek, MSB is 
responsible for requesting from FEMA a Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) in the project 
planning stage, and a Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) following construction. This ensures that FEMA can 
update the Flood Insurance Rate Maps (FIRMs) accordingly. Therefore, an H&H analysis may still be 
required in support of CLOMR or LOMR requests.  

As this project pertains to MSB’s participation in the NFIP, selection of the preferred roadway alignment 
should seek to mitigate impacts to the Wasilla Creek SFHA by limiting encroachment of the base 
floodplain. This may achieved by identifying locations where the floodplain is naturally constricted and/or 
designing culverts and bridges to have surplus hydraulic capacity. 

Figure 2 illustrates why the preliminary alignment described in the Request For Proposal (RFP) is poorly 
suited for the floodplain. Because Wasilla Creek flows approximately parallel, significant stream 
realignment and channel improvements would be required to accommodate construction of the 
roadway and stream crossing.  

The north alignment is the preferred alternative for limiting floodplain impacts, since it crosses the Wasilla 
Creek SFHA where it is most constricted. However, this does not exclude the south alignments from 
consideration. According to the MSB Parcel Viewer there are no structures located in the immediate 
vicinity of the south alignment crossings as of 2022. Therefore, any relative increase in the base flood 
elevation upstream of the south alignments is not anticipated to result in adverse impacts to surrounding 
properties.  

Fish Passage 
Roadway improvements performed under this project will require one or more crossings of streams that 
are categorized as anadromous water bodies by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G). 
ADF&G has regulatory responsibility for protection of freshwater anadromous fish habitat and a Title 16 
Fish Habitat Permit will be required for all anadromous stream crossings.  

Since this project involves new roadway construction with impacts to previously undisturbed fish habitat, 
it should be anticipated that, at a minimum, proposed anadromous stream crossings comply with Tier 1 
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fish passage design criteria outlined in the Memorandum of Agreement between ADF&G and Alaska 
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities for the Design, Permitting, and Construction of 
Culverts for Fish Passage (MOA 2001). Tier 1 design involves methods of Stream Simulation, where 
natural stream conditions are replicated inside the culvert. Culverts are sized to span no less than 90% of 
the ordinary high water (OHW) width of the natural stream channel and are embedded in streambed 
material. Furthermore, the MSB Subdivision Construction Manual (SCM) requires that culvert crossings 
of fish-bearing streams be designed with Stream Simulation methods.  

Review of the ADF&G Anadromous Waters Catalog (AWC) indicated the presence of anadromous fish 
streams within the study area, including Wasilla Creek and multiple tributaries of Cottonwood Creek 
(ADF&G 2022). Wasilla Creek provides spawning and rearing habitat for chum, coho, and king salmon, 
and sockeye salmon have been observed. Cottonwood Creek provides spawning and rearing habitat for 
coho salmon. 

Figure 3. Anadromous stream crossings 
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Future consultation with ADF&G and field investigations may reveal that additional anadromous streams 
are present in the study area. Uncatalogued streams may be determined to be anadromous if they are 
found to be hydraulically connected to AWC streams.  For this Preliminary H&H Overview, a watershed 
analysis was performed with ArcGIS to map flow paths having high potential for anadromous 
designation. Locations of anadromous streams in relation to the roadway alignment alternatives are 
shown in Figure 3.  

Anadromous streams that are listed in the AWC are shown as thick navy lines. This spatial data was 
obtained directly from ADF&G and is current for 2022. Thinner blue lines represent the tributary streams 
that were generated from the watershed analysis, and verified by visual inspection of aerial imagery.  

Mapping of anadromous streams in the study area indicates that the south alignment alternatives would 
include one major anadromous stream crossing at the main channel of Wasilla Creek. Based on channel 
widths measured from aerial imagery, it should be anticipated that either a bridge or a 20-foot span pipe 
arch culvert will be required for the stream crossing.  

The north alignment would involve a substantially greater fish passage design scope. This alternative 
would include a minimum of 4 anadromous stream crossings, and potentially as many as 7 crossings. A 
bridge or large-span pipe arch culvert will be required for the Wasilla Creek crossing.  

Conclusion 
Based on the findings of this desktop H&H investigation, both the north and south alignments are 
considered feasible with regards to fish passage and floodplain management requirements. Up to 7 fish 
passage structures should be anticipated for the north alignment, compared to only one stream crossing 
for the south alignments. The south alignments have a clearly defined fish passage design scope and 
lower habitat impact. As fish passage culverts require considerably greater effort for analysis, design, and 
construction than conventional hydraulically designed culverts, the north alignment will have a 
significantly greater design and construction cost compared with the south alignments. 

Because a “no-rise” certification is not required for this project, route selection is flexible with regards to 
compliance with floodplain management regulations. Although the north alignment minimizes impacts 
to the base floodplain, the south alignments’ hydraulic impact to the Wasilla Creek SFHA is not 
anticipated to be significant, and should not be a critical deciding factor. 
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Sincerely, 
HDL Engineering Consultants, LLC 

 

Kyle Albert, PE, CFM 
Hydrology & Hydraulics Group Leader 
e: KAlbert@HDLalaska.com | o: 907.564.2158 | c: 907.229.7020 
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Preliminary Environmental Overview 

Engstrom Road to Trunk Road Corridor 

 

Proposed Project 

The Matanuska-Susitna Borough is proposing to improve connectivity between Engstrom Road and 

Trunk Road. This Preliminary Environmental Overview provides a summary of the environmental 

resources present with the project study area and outlines agency consultation and permitting 

requirements that may be necessary to support the future development of a road connection between 

Engstrom Road and Trunk Road. The study area is located in Section 22, 23, 26, and 27 of Township 18N, 

Range 1W, of the Seward Meridian, and on U.S. Geological Survey Quadrangle Anchorage C-6 & C-7; and 

Latitude 61.628655° North, Longitude 149.233243° West (study area center) (Figures 1 & 2). 

Air Quality 

Pursuant to the Clean Air Act, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has established National 

Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for six “criteria” air pollutants: carbon monoxide (CO); lead (Pb); 

nitrogen dioxide (NO2); ozone (O3); particulate matter (PM) for both PM10 and PM2.5; and sulfur dioxide 

(SO2). The State of Alaska has designated areas that are in attainment (areas that meet the NAAQS), 

nonattainment (areas where concentration of one or more of the criteria air pollutants is higher than 

the NAAQS), or maintenance (an area previously designated as nonattainment and re-designated as a 

maintenance area because of an improvement in air quality) for each of the criteria pollutants.  

 

Review of the Alaska Department of Environmental Conservation (ADEC) Air Non-Point Mobile Sources 

and the EPA Non-Attainment Areas for Criteria Pollutants (Green Book) websites indicate that the 

Matanuska-Susitna Valley is designated as a nonattainment area for particulate matter (PM2.5 and PM10) 

(ADEC 2022). In March 2019, the MSB approved Ordinance 19-032, to minimize health impacts and 

possible federal regulatory issues from exceeding national air quality standards for fine particulate 

matter (PM2.5). Ordinance 19-032 implements an air quality management plan and identifies the Greater 

Butte Area Air Quality District (Butte Community Council Boundaries) as the area that consistently 

exceeds the NAAQS for PM2.5.  

 

The proposed project is within an area susceptible to windblown dust events. Construction of a new 

road alignment will temporarily increase airborne dust. Consultation with the MSB Code Compliance 

Office prior to construction is encouraged to ensure that appropriate best management practices are 

incorporated into the project throughout construction to reduce localized impacts to air quality. 

Anadromous Fish Streams and Essential Fish Habitat 

Review of the Alaska Department of Fish and Game (ADF&G) Atlas to the Catalog of Waters Important to 

the Spawning, Rearing or Migration of Anadromous Fishes indicated the presence of anadromous fish 

streams and waterbodies within the study area, including Wasilla Creek, five unnamed anadromous 

tributaries of Cottonwood Creek (ADF&G 2022), and Cornelius Lake: 
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• Wasilla Creek (Anadromous Waters Catalog [AWC] code 247-50-10260-2019) 

o Spawning and rearing habitat for Chum (Oncorhynchus Keta), Coho (O. kisutch), King (O. 

tshawyscha) salmon 

o Presence of Sockeye salmon (O. Nerka) (ADF&G 2022) 

• Five Unnamed Tributaries of Cottonwood Creek (AWCs 247-50-10300-2054, 247-50-10300-

2054-3039, 247-50-10300-2054-3041, 247-50-10300-2054-3041-4040, 247-50-10300-2054-

3047) 

o All five of these tributaries support the presence, spawning, and/or rearing habitat for 

Coho salmon (O. kisutch) 

o The presence of Sockeye salmon (O. Nerka) is also noted in the main unnamed stream 

(AWC 247-50-10300-2054) that connects all these tributaries and discharges into 

Cornelius Lake. 

• Cornelius Lake (AWC 247-50-10300-2054-0030) 

o Spawning and rearing habitat for Coho (O. kisutch) and Sockeye (O. Nerka) salmon 

 

The ADF&G has regulatory responsibility for protection of freshwater anadromous fish habitat. 

Consultation with ADF&G early in the development of the project will be necessary for the design of any 

alignment crossing an anadromous waterbody. A Title 16 Fish Habitat Permit will be required for 

crossing anadromous waters to ensure the design minimizes impacts to anadromous species. 

Construction project which involve potential impacts to anadromous waters are required to be 

conducted during the fish window (May 15 to July 15) to minimize potential impacts to fish species. 

Floodplain and Regulatory Floodway 

Review of the Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) flood maps indicate that floodplains 

exist in the study area and are associated with Wasilla Creek. The project is located on FEMA flood 

insurance rate maps 02170C7245E, 02170C8110F, 02170C7265F, and 02170C8130F. Wasilla Creek 

shown on the latter two map panels, is designated as Zone AE and has defined base flood elevations 

(FEMA 2022).  

 

A hydraulic and hydrologic study will be completed once a preferred alignment is selected.  

Hazardous Waste 

A search of ADEC’s Contaminated Sites Program database did not identify any known contaminated sites 

within the study area or within the immediate vicinity (within 0.10-mile). Consultation with ADEC is 

recommended, should the project encounter an area within the study area that presents recognized 

environmental conditions that warrant concern regarding environmental contamination.  

Historic Properties, Archaeological and Cultural Resources 

In accordance with Alaska’s State Historic Preservation Act, the MSB will be required to consult with the 

Alaska Department of Natural Resources, Office of History and Archaeology regarding potential impacts 

to cultural and historic resources. The MSB will be required to develop an Area of Potential Effect 

associated with the proposed development of a connector alignment and coordinate with consulting 

parties (including Certified Local Governments, Tribes, and other interested parties) regarding 

knowledge of past uses of the area that could be culturally significant.  
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Northern Land Use Research Alaska, LLC researched the Alaska Department of Natural Resources 

(ADNR) Alaska Heritage Resource Survey Integrated Business Suite (AHRS IBS) online database on 

October 19, 2022, to ascertain the presence of cultural and historic resources within or adjacent to the 

proposed project area.  

 

The AHRS IBS identified eleven sites within the Cultural Resource Study Area buffer. Four of those sites 

are within or partially overlapping the preliminary Area of Potential Effect (APE). NLURA also reviewed 

the MSB tax/property information which indicates there are a total of 105 parcels located within the 

Cultural Resource Study Area buffer. Of those, 7 have the potential to contain historic 

buildings/structures (or historic building/structure remains and associated features or artifacts) which 

may be directly or indirectly (visually) impacted by the proposed project (Figure 1).  

 

Based on the information presented in NLURA’s desktop assessment, NLURA recommends the following 

cultural resources investigations be completed for the proposed project: 

 

• Conduct a Cultural Resource Phase I/II survey along the routes within the final APE. 

• Conduct a condition assessment of the AHRS sites to identify the site boundary of the historic 

property and its essential physical features (i.e. structures, features, artifacts, etc.) relative to 

the final APE and reassess its NRHP eligibility status. 

 

Due to the sensitive nature of cultural resources, a copy of NLURA’s Cultural Resources Desktop Analysis 

Report was provided to the MSB as a separate attachment. 

Invasive Species 

Review of the University of Alaska Anchorage Exotic Plants Information Clearinghouse Invasive Plants 

Mapper indicated there are no non-native species infestations within the study area. However, non-

native species infestations have been identified in the vicinity of the study area. The project is 

anticipated to involve vegetation loss in association with proposed construction of a connector road. 

Executive Order 13112 (Invasive Species) requires the MSB to ensure that ground disturbing activities 

are minimized to the extent practicable, and disturbed areas are re-vegetated with seed recommended 

for the region by ADNR’s A Revegetation Manual for Alaska. 

Migratory Birds and Eagles’ Nests 

Several migratory bird species travel through the proposed project area and may be disturbed by 

vegetation clearing operations and displaced by the loss of habitat. Birds are most sensitive during 

breeding and nesting, when vegetation clearing, ground disturbance, and other site construction 

activities can destroy active bird nests, eggs, or nestlings. The most effective way to protect nesting 

birds is to conduct these activities before or after the breeding season. Vegetation clearing associated 

with the project is expected to follow United States Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) recommended 

time periods for avoiding clearing in Southcentral Alaska, except as allowed by state, federal, and local 

laws, and as approved by the Project Engineer (USFWS 2022 & 2022a) are listed below: 

 

• Forest/Woodland: May 1st- July 15th (*a, b, c) 

• Shrub/Open: May 1st- July 15th(*a, b, c) 

• Seabird Colonies: May 10th – September 15 

• Eagles March 1st – August 31st (*e) 
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(*a) Raptors may nest 2+ months earlier than other birds 

(*b) Canada geese and swans begin nesting April 20 

(*c) Black scoter are known to nest through August 10 

(*e) Eagles and eagle nests have additional protections under the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, 

and a permit maybe required to conduct activities near an eagle nest. 

 

Suitable eagle nesting habitat exists in the general project vicinity. Prior to construction, an eagle’s nest 

survey will be completed to identify whether eagles or eagle nests are sighted within 660 feet of 

proposed project development. If eagles or eagle nests are present consultation with the USFWS on how 

to proceed with the project will be required (USFWS 2022b).  

Navigable Waters 

Various state and federal agencies define and determine navigability of water in the study area. State 

and federal determinations may differ, and sometimes conflict. The USACE defines navigable waters of 

the U.S., Code of Federal Regulations 33 CFR 329, as those waters that are subject to the ebb and flow of 

the tide and/or are presently used, or have been used in the past, or may be susceptible for use to 

transport interstate or foreign commerce while the waterway is in its ordinary condition (USACE 2022). 

Section 10 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899 (33. U.S.C. 403) prohibits the unauthorized obstruction 

of a navigable water of the U.S.  

 

The Clean Water Act (CWA) also uses the terms “navigable waters,” “waters of the U.S.,” and 

“navigability” to define its applicability. Waters of the U.S. include not only navigable waters, but also 

waters with “a significant connection to navigable waters” (USACE & EPA 2015). Wasilla Creek as well as 

the unnamed tributaries within the study area discharge directly into the Knik Arm of the Cook Inlet, a 

navigable waterbody. 

 

The U. S. Coast Guard (USCG) has permit authority for navigable waters of the U.S., as defined in 33 CFR 

329. Under Section 9 of the Rivers and Harbors Act of 1899, a USCG Bridge Permit would be required to 

construct any bridge or causeway over any navigable river or navigable water of the U.S. USCG’s a list of 

waters, last updated in March 2012, indicates that navigable waters under USCG jurisdiction for 

navigability are not present in the project area.  

 

The Alaska Department of Natural Resources defines navigable waters as water that at the time the 

state achieved statehood, was used, or was used, or was susceptible of being used, in its ordinary 

condition as a highway for commerce over which trade and travel were or could have been conducted in 

the customary modes of trade and travel on water, the use or potential use dues not need to have been 

without difficulty, extensive, or long and continuous (Alaska Statue [AS] 38.04.062(g)(1)). For those 

waters identified as navigable by the State of Alaska, a person may not obstruct or interfere with the 

free passage or use by a person of any navigable water unless the obstruction or interference is (AS 

38.05.128): 

o Authorized by a federal or state agency 

o Authorized under a federal or state law or permit 

o Exempt under 33 U.S.C. 1344(f) (Clean Water Act) 

o Caused by normal operation of freight barging that is otherwise consistent with law 

o Authorized by the commissioner after reasonable public notice 
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Review of ADNR’s Navigable Waters mapper did not identify Wasilla Creek or the other unnamed 

tributaries within the study area as navigable waterways. After selection of a preferred connector 

alignment the MSB will be required to consult with USACE regarding potential impacts, mitigation, and 

permitting for proposed crossing of waterbodies within the study area. The MSB may also be required to 

consult with the USCG and ADNR regarding any additional navigability determinations in the project 

area.  

Noise 

The State of Alaska has a Noise Policy that applies to all Federal or Federal Aid Highway Projects 

authorized under Title 23, U.S.C. that applies to highway and multimodal projects that: 

Requires Federal Highway Administration approval regardless of funding sources, or 

Is funded with Federal Aid highway funds. This includes Federal or Federal-aid projects that are 

administered by Local Public Agencies as well as Alaska Department of Transportation and Public 

Facilities.  The MSB will be required to examine the funding source for construction of the proposed 

Engstrom Road to Trunk Road Connector and determine if the State of Alaska Noise Policy is applicable 

to the project. Should the project require a noise analysis an evaluation of traffic noise impacts to 

residents and businesses in the area of the proposed road alignment will be required.  

 

The MSB has a noise ordinance that prohibits amplified sounds louder than 50 decibels between 10 p.m. 

and 7 a.m. weeknights and 60 decibels all other times. Should construction activity be necessary prior to 

7 a.m. and after 10 p.m. a noise permit from the MSB may be required for the project.  

Right-of-Way 

Review of the MSB’s tax parcel viewer identified many private properties within the study area. The 

MSB will have to acquire additional right-of-way property in order to construct a new road connection 

between Engstrom Road and Trunk Road (MSB 2022). 

State Parks, National Parks, National Forests, Wild and Scenic Rivers 

A review of the National Park Service (NPS) and U.S. Forest Service (USFS) indicate there are no national 

parks, monuments, preserves, national forests, or wild and scenic rivers are located within or adjacent 

to the proposed project area (NPS 2022, USFS 2022). 

 

A review of ADNR’s Division of Parks and Outdoor Recreation website indicates no state parks or 

recreation areas are located in or adjacent to the study area. Finger Lake State Recreation Site is located 

approximately 0.35 miles southwest of the study area (ADNR 2022). 

State Refuges, National Wildlife Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas and Sanctuaries 

According to the ADF&G online listing of State of Alaska Refuges, Critical Habitat Areas, and Sanctuaries 

(2022a) and the USFWS National Wildlife Refuge System (2022c) webpages there are no state refuges, 

sanctuaries,  or national wildlife refuges are present within or in the vicinity of the project study area. 

Threatened and Endangered Species 

The USFWS’ Information for Planning and Consultation (IPaC) website (2022a) and the ADF&G 

threatened and endangered species website (2022b) were reviewed to determine if any threatened or 
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endangered species or their habitats are located within or adjacent to the proposed project.  Both 

websites indicated that there are no threatened or endangered species or their critical habitats within 

the vicinity of the study area.  

Water Quality 

Majority of the study area is comprised of a mixture of land use including agriculture, residential, and 

businesses. Land within the study area consists of developed and undeveloped areas. The project is 

located within the Matanuska watershed, which ultimately drains to the Knik Arm of Cook Inlet. Per 

Alaska’s Final 2018 Integrated Water Quality Monitoring and Assessment Report (approved June 2020), 

does not identify 303-listed waterbodies in the vicinity of the project (ADEC 2022b).  

 

An ADEC Alaska Pollution Discharge Elimination System approved SWPPP will be required for the 

project.  

Wetlands and Other Waters of the U.S. 

A review of the MSB Wetlands mapper (2022a), the Cook Inlet Wetlands (Gracz n.d.), and the National 

Wetlands Inventory (NWI) (2022) databases identify several wetland complexes within and immediately 

adjacent to the proposed project area. A wetland delineation will be necessary to ground truth 

identified wetland boundaries, inform design to support avoidance and minimization of impacts to 

wetlands, and to evaluate impacts where necessary. Should the project involve dredge and/or fill within 

wetlands and/or waters of the U.S. authorization under USACE Section 404 permit and ADEC Section 401 

will be required. 
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 Action:        
 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
TRANSPORTATION ADVISORY BOARD RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 24-02 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH TRANSPORTATION 
ADVISORY BOARD RECOMMENDING ADOPTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE 
MATANUSKA-SUSTINA BOROUGH 2022 OFFICIAL STREETS AND HIGHWAYS PLAN 
TO UPDATE ENGSTROM ROAD TO TRUNK ROAD CONNECTION ON THE MAP. 

 

WHEREAS, the Official Streets and Highways Plan (OSHP) is a 

transportation planning tool that identifies future road corridors 

and road updates to accommodate the Borough’s growing population 

and its transportation needs; and 

WHEREAS, in 2021 the voters approved a connection from 

Engstrom to Trunk as part of a transportation improvement program; 

and 

WHEREAS, in July 2023 the Borough hired HDL to conduct a 

reconnaissance study to determine the best route from Engstrom to 

Trunk in the area approved by the voters; and 

WHEREAS, the map component of the OSHP requires an amendment 

based on the reconnaissance study; and  

WHEREAS, the amendment will allow for proper location of the 

proposed North Alignment option connecting Engstrom Road and Trunk 

Road on the OSHP map. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough Transportation Advisory Board hereby recommends adoption 

of Ordinance Serial No. 24-073. 

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Transportation 

Advisory Board this 9th day of August  , 2024. 

 
 
                                    ___________________________ 
 RANDY DURHAM, CHAIR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
LACIE OLIVIERI, TAB Clerk    
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Page 1 of 2 Ordinance Serial No. 24-073 

 IM No. 24-133 

CODE ORDINANCE           Sponsored by:  

 Introduced:           

                                Public Hearing:          

                                        Action:          

 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

ORDINANCE SERIAL NO. 24-073 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING MSB 15.24.030 (B)(46), OFFICIAL STREETS AND 

HIGHWAYS PLAN (OSHP) TO UPDATE ENGSTROM ROAD TO TRUNK ROAD 

CONNECTION ON THE MAP. 

 

WHEREAS, the intent and rationale for this ordinance can be 

found in the accompanying information memorandum no. 24-133 

BE IT ENACTED: 

Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general and 

permanent nature and shall become a part of the Borough Code. 

Section 2. Amendment of paragraph. MSB 15.24.030(B)(46) 

Official Streets and Highways Plan is hereby amended as follows: 

(46) The Official Streets and Highways Plan adopted 

2022, amended 2024.   

 Section 3. Effective date. This ordinance shall take effect 

upon adoption. 
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Page 2 of 2 Ordinance Serial No. 24-073 

 IM No. 24-133 

 

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this - day 

of -, 2024. 

 

 

 

 

 

                                    ___________________________ 

 EDNA DeVRIES, Borough Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

LONNIE R. McKECHNIE, CMC, Borough Clerk    

 

(SEAL) 
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By: R.Fodge  

Introduced:  August 5, 2024  
Public Hearing: August 19, 2024  

Action:           
 
        

 
MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 24-19 
 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 
RECOMMENDING ADOPTION OF AN AMENDMENT TO THE MATANUSKA-SUSTINA 
BOROUGH 2022 OFFICIAL STREETS AND HIGHWAYS PLAN TO UPDATE ENGSTROM 
ROAD TO TRUNK ROAD CONNECTION ON THE MAP. 

 

WHEREAS, the Official Streets and Highways Plan (OSHP) is a 

transportation planning tool that identifies future road corridors 

and road updates to accommodate the Borough’s growing population 

and its transportation needs; and 

WHEREAS, in 2021 the voters approved a connection from 

Engstrom to Trunk as part of a transportation improvement program; 

and 

WHEREAS, in July 2023 the Borough hired HDL to conduct a 

reconnaissance study to determine the best route from Engstrom to 

Trunk in the area approved by the voters; and 

WHEREAS, the map component of the OSHP requires an amendment 

based on the reconnaissance study; and  

WHEREAS, the amendment will allow for proper location of the 

proposed North Alignment option connecting Engstrom Road and Trunk 

Road on the OSHP map. 
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NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough Planning Commission hereby recommends adoption of 

Ordinance Serial No. 24-073.  

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 

this - day of -, 2024. 

 
 
                                    ___________________________ 
 CJ KOAN, CHAIR 
 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_______________________________________ 
CORINNE LINDFORS, Planning Clerk    
 
(SEAL) 
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