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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
PLANNING COMMISSION AGENDA 

November 17, 2025 
REGULAR MEETING 

6:00 p.m. 
Ways to participate in the meeting: 

IN PERSON: You will have 3 minutes to state your oral comment.  

IN WRITING: You can submit written comments to the Planning Commission Clerk at 
msb.planning.commission@matsugov.us.   

Written comments are due at noon on the Friday prior to the meeting. 

TELEPHONIC TESTIMONY:  
 Dial 1-855-290-3803; you will hear “joining conference” when you are admitted to the

meeting.
 You will be automatically muted and able to listen to the meeting.
 When the Chair announces audience participation or a public hearing you would like

to speak to, press *3; you will hear, “Your hand has been raised.”

 When it is your turn to testify, you will hear, “Your line has been unmuted.”

 State your name for the record, spell your last name, and provide your testimony.
OBSERVE: observe the meeting via the live stream video at: 

 https://www.facebook.com/MatSuBorough

 Matanuska-Susitna Borough - YouTube

I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

IV. CONSENT AGENDA

Edna DeVries, Mayor 

PLANNING COMMISSION 
Doug Glenn, District 1 – Vice-Chair 
Richard Allen, District 2 – Chair  
Brendan Carpenter, District 3  
Michael Collins, District 4 
Linn McCabe, District 5 
Maksim Zagorodniy, District 6  
Curt Scoggin, District 7 

Michael Brown, Borough Manager 

PLANNING & LAND USE DEPARTMENT 
Alex Strawn, Planning & Land Use Director 

Jason Ortiz, Planning & Land Use Deputy Director 
Wade Long, Development Services Manager 

Fred Wagner, Platting Officer 
Lacie Olivieri, Planning Clerk 

Assembly Chambers of the 
Dorothy Swanda Jones Building 

350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer 

Planning Commission Packet 
November 17, 2025 

1 of 26



____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
Planning Commission Agenda November 17, 2025  Page 2 of 2 

A. MINUTES 
 Regular Meeting Minutes:  November 3, 2025 
 
B. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS 

 
C. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING: LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

 
 Resolution 25-24 A Resolution Of The Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning 

Commission Recommending Approval Of An Ordinance Amending 
MSB 17.59 Lake Management Plan Implementation To Update 
Definitions Related To Motorized And Personal Watercraft. 

  Public Hearing Date: December 1, 2025 
  Staff: Alex Strawn, Planning and Land Use Director 
 

V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

VI. AGENCY/STAFF REPORTS 
 
VII. LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS 
 
VIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Three minutes per person, for items not scheduled for 

public hearing) 
 
IX. PUBLIC HEARING: QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS  

Commission members may not receive or engage in ex-parte contact with the applicant, other 
parties interested in the application, or members of the public concerning the application or 
issues presented in the application. 

 
X. PUBLIC HEARING: LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 
XI. CORRESPONDENCE & INFORMATION 
 
XII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

 
XIII. NEW BUSINESS 

 
XIV. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 

A. Approval of 2026 Meeting Schedule 
 

B. Upcoming Planning Commission Agenda Items 
 
XV. DIRECTOR AND COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 

 
XVI. ADJOURNMENT (Mandatory Midnight) 
 
Disabled persons needing reasonable accommodation in order to participate at a Planning Commission 
Meeting should contact the Borough ADA Coordinator at 861-8432 at least one week in advance of the meeting. 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

 
PLANNING COMMISSION  

MEETING MINUTES 
November 3, 2025 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER, ROLL CALL, AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 

 
The Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission’s regular meeting was held on November 
3, 2025, at the Animal Care Facility Conference Room, 9470 E. Chanlyut Circle, Palmer, Alaska. 
Chair Allen called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
Present:    – Commissioner Linn McCabe 
 Commissioner Richard Allen 
 Commissioner Michael Collins 
 Commissioner Brendan Carpenter 
 Commissioner Maksim Zagorodniy @ 6:01 
 
Absent/Excused:  Commissioner Doug Glenn 

Commissioner Curt Scoggin 
 
Staff Present: 4 – Mr. Alex Strawn, Planning and Land Use Department Director 

Ms. Lacie Olivieri, Planning Department Admin  
Ms. Denise Michalske, Assistant Borough Attorney 

 
II. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 
Chair Allen inquired if there were any changes to the agenda. 
 
GENERAL CONSENT: The agenda was approved without objection.  
 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
The Pledge of Allegiance was led by Commissioner McCabe. 
 

IV. CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. MINUTES:  Regular Meeting Minutes – October 20, 2025 

Edna DeVries, Mayor 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION 
Doug Glenn, District 1 – Vice Chair 
Richard Allen, District 2  
Brendan Carpenter, District 3  
Michael Collins, District 4 
Linn McCabe, District 5 
Maksim Zagorodniy, District 6 
Curt Scoggin, District 7 

 

 

Michael Brown, Borough Manager 
 

PLANNING & LAND USE DEPARTMENT 
Alex Strawn, Planning & Land Use Director 

Jason Ortiz, Planning & Land Use Deputy Director 
Wade Long, Development Services Manager 

Fred Wagner, Platting Officer 
Lacie Olivieri, Planning Clerk 

 
Animal Care Facility Conference Room,  

9470 E. Chanlyut Circle  
Palmer, Alaska 
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B. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS 

(There were no introductions for public hearing quasi-judicial matters.) 
 

C. INTRODUCTION FOR PUBLIC HEARING LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 
 

Chair Allen read the Consent Agenda into the record. 
 
GENERAL CONSENT: The Consent Agenda was approved without objection. 

 
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS 

(There were no committee reports.) 
 

VI. AGENCY/STAFF REPORTS 
(There were no Agency/Staff Reports) 

 
VII. LAND USE CLASSIFICATIONS  

(There were no land use classifications.) 
 

VIII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (Three minutes per person.) 
 

There being no persons to be heard, Audience Participation was closed without objection.  
 

IX. PUBLIC HEARING QUASI-JUDICIAL MATTERS 
 
X. PUBLIC HEARING LEGISLATIVE MATTERS 

 
Resolution 25-18 A Resolution Of The Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning 

Commission Recommending Approval Of An Ordinance Amending 
Chapter 43.20 – Subdivision Development Standards, To Allow Lots 
To Be Reduced To 30,000 Square Feet Within Single-Family 
Residential Land Use Districts. 

 Staff: Alex Strawn, Planning and Land Use Director 
 
Chair Allen read the resolution title into the record. 
 
Staff, Mr. Alex Strawn, presented her staff report. 
 
Chair Allen inquired if commissioners had any questions for staff. 
 
Commissioner Collins asked questions of Mr. Strawn. 
 
Commissioner Carpenter asked questions of Mr. Strawn. 
 
Commissioner McCabe asked questions of Mr. Strawn. 
 
Chair Allen opened the public hearing.  
 
There being no persons to be heard, Chair Allen closed the public hearing, and the discussion 
moved to the Planning Commission.   
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MOTION: Commissioner McCabe moved to approve Planning Commission Resolution 25-

18. The motion was seconded by Commissioner Collins. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
VOTE: The main motion passed without objection. 
 

XI. CORRESPONDENCE AND INFORMATION 
(Correspondence and information were presented, and no comments were noted) 

 
XII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

(There was no unfinished business.) 
 

XIII. NEW BUSINESS 
 

XIV. COMMISSION BUSINESS 
 
A. Upcoming Planning Commission Agenda Items (Staff: Alex Strawn) 

(Commission Business was presented, and no comments were noted.) 
 

XV. DIRECTOR AND COMMISSIONER COMMENTS 
 
Commissioner McCabe: Get out and vote 
 
Commissioner Carpenter: none, great night 
 
Commissioner Collins: Appreciate all of the discussion  
 
Commissioner Zagorodniy: Not really, flipping through the resolution, excited for it to be more 

affordable. 
  
Director Strawn: I’m hoping this will be the last time we need to use this conference room. At the 

next meeting we have the 2026 meeting schedule on the agenda and we will plan 
on not having a meeting the first week of November due to elections. 

 
Commissioner Allen: Spared you all the dog-pound dad jokes 
 

XVI. ADJOURNMENT 
The regular meeting adjourned at 6:26 p.m. 
 
 

 
  
 RICK ALLEN 

Planning Commission Chair  
 

     ATTEST: 
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Minutes approved: _____________________ 

 
LACIE OLIVIERI  
Planning Commission Clerk 
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INTRODUCTION FOR
PUBLIC HEARING LEGISLATIVE 

Resolution No. 25-24

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA 
BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE 
AMENDING MSB 17.59 LAKE MANAGEMENT 

PLAN IMPLEMENTATION TO UPDATE 
DEFINITIONS RELATED TO MOTORIZED AND 

PERSONAL WATERCRAFT.

(Page 7 - 25) 



Page 1 of 2 IM No. 25-237 

Ordinance Serial No. 25-123 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH INFORMATION MEMORANDUM IM No. 25-237 

SUBJECT: AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY 

AMENDING MSB 17.59 LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN IMPLEMENTATION TO UPDATE 

DEFINITIONS RELATED TO MOTORIZED AND PERSONAL WATERCRAFT. 

AGENDA OF: October 21, 2025 

ASSEMBLY ACTION: 

AGENDA ACTION REQUESTED: Refer to Planning Commission for 90 days. 

Route To Signatures 

Originator 

1 0 / 9 / 2 0 2 5

X A l e x S t r a w n

S i g n e d b y : A l e x

Department Director 

1 0 / 9 / 2 0 2 5

X A l e x S t r a w n

S i g n e d b y : A l e x

Finance Director 

R e c o v e r a b l e S i g n a t u r e

X C h e y e n n e H e i n d e l

S i g n e d b y : C h e y e n n e H e i n d e l

Borough Attorney 

1 0 / 9 / 2 0 2 5

X N i c h o l a s S p i r o p o u l o s

S i g n e d b y :  N i c h o l a s S p i r o p o u l o s

Borough Manager 

1 0 / 9 / 2 0 2 5

X M i c h a e l B r o w n

S i g n e d b y : M i k e B r o w n

Borough Clerk 

1 0 / 1 3 / 2 0 2 5

X B r e n d a J . H e n r y f o r

S i g n e d b y : B r e n d a H e n r y

ATTACHMENT(S): Ordinance Serial No. 25-123 (3pp) 

MSB 17.59 (12pp) 

Planning Commission Resolution No. 25-___ (  pp) 

SUMMARY STATEMENT: This ordinance is at the request of Manager 

Brown.  

This ordinance is necessitated by a 2022 decision of the Board of 

Adjustment and Appeals (BOAA), which created regulatory confusion 

and ambiguity by excluding watercraft such as jet skis, wave 

runners, and similar acrobatic or stunt equipment from the 

interpretation of “motorized watercraft” under MSB 17.59, Lake 

Management Plan Implementation. 

The proposed ordinance creates a definition of “motorized 
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 Ordinance Serial No. 25-123 
  

watercraft” and revises the definition of “personal watercraft.” 

These changes are intended to eliminate ambiguity in 

interpretation. The definition of “motorized watercraft” clearly 

encompasses all forms of propulsion other than human muscular 

power, gravity, or wind, including electric motors, fuel-powered 

engines, hybrid systems, and jet propulsion units. The definition 

of “personal watercraft” is revised to explicitly state that 

watercraft such as jet skis and wave runners are included within 

the broader category of motorized watercraft. Together, these 

changes ensure consistency in application and provide clarity for 

staff and the public at large, while maintaining the intent of the 

original ordinance. 

 

This ordinance also makes clerical updates to improve clarity and 

consistency within MSB 17.59.005. Specifically, the definitions 

section has been reformatted from numbered entries to a bulleted 

style. This change is clerical in nature, intended to improve 

readability and to align the section with other definition sections 

of the MSB code. 

 

The proposed ordinance is consistent with the MSB comprehensive 

plan. 

 

Matanuska-Susitna Borough Comprehensive Plan 

 

Goal E-3: Create an attractive environment for business 

investment. 

 

Policy E3-2: Institute appropriate land use guidelines and 

regulations that reduce land use conflicts and protect residents 

and businesses. 

 

Goal I-1: Encourage flexibility in the implementation of the 

Borough’s comprehensive plans. 

 

Policy I1-1: Provide a variety of methods, including land-use 

regulations, subdivision standards and capital improvement 

plans, to implement the comprehensive plan. 

 

RECOMMENDATION OF ADMINISTRATION: Refer to Planning Commission and 

then introduce and set for public hearing. 
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CHAPTER 17.59: LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN IMPLEMENTATION

Section

17.59.005    Definitions

17.59.010    Intent

17.59.020    Applicability

17.59.060    Limitation of uses

17.59.070    Violations, enforcement, and penalties

17.59.005 DEFINITIONS.

(A)    For the purpose of this chapter the following definitions shall apply unless the context

clearly indicates or requires a different meaning.

(1)    “Ice house” means a structure utilized for ice fishing and left on the frozen surface

of a lake for a period of more than 24 hours.

(2)    “Motor vehicle” means an automotive vehicle with rubber tires for use on highways.

(3)    “Motorized watercraft use” means the operation of watercraft powered or

propelled by a force other than human muscular power, gravity, or wind. This definition

does not include airplanes as motorized watercraft when landing, taking off, or taxiing

on a water body.

(4)    “No wake” means the slowest possible speed a boat or personal watercraft can go

and still provide maneuverability.

(5)    “Personal watercraft” means vehicles known as jet skis, wave runners, and similar

acrobatic or stunt equipment.

(6)    “Special permit” means a permit approved by the planning director for a special

purpose and limited to a specific time to conduct an event that otherwise would involve

activities in violation of one or more provisions of this chapter.

(7)    “Time share” means restrictions do not apply on Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and all

three-day weekends mandated by federal holiday (Memorial Day, Fourth of July, and

OR 25-123 
IM 25-237
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Labor Day).

(8)    “Wake” means the track in the water left after the passage of a watercraft or other

vehicle.

(Ord. 06-107, § 4, 2006; Ord. 99-052(AM), § 2 (part), 1999)

17.59.010 INTENT.

This chapter is a measure to implement and to further the goals and objectives of the lake

management plans adopted by the borough as part of the borough’s comprehensive plan

referenced in MSB 15.24.030(C).

(Ord. 99-052(AM), § 2 (part), 1999)

17.59.020 APPLICABILITY.

This chapter shall apply only to lakes, waterways, water bodies and watercourses specified

herein.

(Ord. 99-052(AM), § 2 (part), 1999)

17.59.060 LIMITATION OF USES.

(A)    The limitations noted herein shall apply only to lakes specified.

(B)    Quiet hours. Motorized uses producing continuous or repetitive noise are regulated for

the hours and lakes specified below. Examples of regulated uses include high-speed

joyriding, practicing aircraft “touch and goes,” engine testing, and racing. This restriction does

not prohibit the operation of aircraft, boats, or other vehicles traveling directly to their

destination.

(1)    The hours of 11 p.m. to 8 a.m., Sunday through Saturday, are designated as quiet

hours for the following lakes:

(a)    Big Lake.

(b)    West Papoose Lake.

(c)    Whiskey Lake. OR 25-123 
IM 25-237
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(d)    Morvro Lake.

(2)    The hours of 10 p.m. to 8 a.m., Sunday through Saturday, are designated as quiet

hours for the following lakes:

(a)    Crystal Lake.

(b)    John Lake.

(c)    Lake Five.

(d)    Little Question Lake.

(e)    Memory Lake.

(f)    Question Lake.

(g)    Rainbow Lake.

(h)    Unnamed lake located within T25N, R4W, Section 30, S.M., AK between

Question Lake and the Talkeetna Spur Road.

(i)    Unnamed lake located within T25N, R4W, Section 31, S.M., AK between Question

Lake and the Talkeetna Spur Road.

(j)    Walby Lake.

(k)    Diamond Lake.

(l)    Christiansen Lake.

(m)    Neklasen and Lower Neklasen Lakes.

(n)    Marion Lake.

(o)    Long Lake (Houston).

(p)    Three Mile Lake.

(q)    Wolverine Lake.

(r)    Little Lonely Lake.

(s)    Jean Lake. OR 25-123 
IM 25-237
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(t)    Liten Lake.

(u)    Shirley Lake.

(v)    Florence Lake.

(w)    Carpenter Lake.

(x)    Stevens Lake.

(y)    Sunbeam and Suncrest Lakes.

(z)    Little Beaver Lake.

(aa)    Caswell Lake.

(bb)    Beverly Lake.

(3)    The hours of 7 p.m. to 9 a.m., Sunday through Saturday, are designated as quiet

hours for the following lakes:

(a)    Honeybee Lake.

(b)    Lake of the Woods.

(4)    The hours of 10 p.m. to 8 a.m., Sunday through Thursday, and 11 p.m. to 8 a.m.,

Friday and Saturday, are designated as quiet hours for the following lakes:

(a)    Blodgett Lake.

(b)    Knik Lake.

(c)    Twin Island Lake.

(5)    The hours of 9 p.m. to 9 a.m., Sunday through Saturday, are designated as quiet

hours for the following lakes:

(a)    Paradise Lake.

(b)    Jacobsen Lake.

(C)    No-wake zone. No-wake zones along shorelines are established as noted below. The no-

wake zone shall extend from the shoreline of the lake, the designated horizontal distance

into the water as noted below: OR 25-123 
IM 25-237
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(1)    150 feet from the shoreline.

(a)    Big Lake.

(b)    Whiskey Lake.

(2)    100 feet from the shoreline.

(a)    West Papoose Lake.

(b)    Diamond Lake.

(c)    Marion Lake.

(d)    Long Lake (Houston).

(e)    Shirley Lake.

(f)    Florence Lake.

(g)    Carpenter Lake.

(h)    Stevens Lake.

(i)    Morvro Lake.

(j)    Jacobsen Lake.

(k)    Suncrest Lake.

(l)    Caswell Lake.

(3)    50 feet from the shoreline at the public boat dock.

(a)    Crooked Lake.

(4)    100 feet from the shoreline except when a waterskier is leaving dock or shore.

(a)    Neklasen Lake.

(b)    Beverly Lake.

(5)    No wake speed zone on lake.

(a)    Little Lonely Lake.
OR 25-123 
IM 25-237
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(b)    Liten Lake.

(D)    Motorized watercraft use. Motorized watercraft uses are restricted as noted on the

following lakes and waterways.

(1)    Motorized watercraft uses are prohibited on:

(a)    Lake Five.

(b)    Little Question Lake.

(c)    Meadow Creek.

(d)    Unnamed lake located within T25N, R4W, Section 30, S.M., AK between

Question Lake and the Talkeetna Spur Road.

(e)    Unnamed lake located within T25N, R4W, Section 31, S.M., AK between

Question Lake and the Talkeetna Spur Road.

(f)    Lower Neklasen Lake.

(g)    portions of the inlet creek and outlet creek on Whiskey Lake.

(h)    Liten Lake.

(i)    Oriana Lake.

(j)    Little Beaver Lake.

(2)    Personal watercraft are prohibited on:

(a)    Blodgett Lake.

(b)    Bonnie Lake.

(c)    Doubloon Lake.

(d)    Island Lake.

(e)    Ravine Lake.

(f)    Upper Bonnie Lake.

(g)    West Papoose Lake. OR 25-123 
IM 25-237
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(h)    Diamond Lake.

(i)    Christiansen Lake.

(j)    Marion Lake.

(k)    Long Lake (Houston).

(l)    Three Mile Lake.

(m)    Wolverine Lake.

(n)    Whiskey Lake.

(o)    Little Lonely Lake.

(p)    Jean Lake.

(q)    Liten Lake.

(r)    Shirley Lake.

(s)    Florence Lake.

(t)    Carpenter Lake.

(u)    Stevens Lake.

(v)    Paradise Lake.

(w)    Jacobsen Lake.

(x)    Sunbeam and Suncrest Lakes.

(y)    Lake of the Woods.

(z)    Caswell Lake.

(3)    Motorized watercraft uses are restricted to electric motors only on:

(a)    Honeybee Lake.

(b)    Upper Bonnie Lake.

(c)    Toad Lake.
OR 25-123 
IM 25-237
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(d)    Wolverine Lake.

(e)    Jean Lake.

(f)    Paradise Lake.

(g)    Sunbeam Lake.

(h)    Lake of the Woods.

(4)    Motorized watercraft uses are restricted to a maximum of five horsepower motor

limit on:

(a)    Fish Lake.

(b)    Knik Lake.

(c)    Marilee Lake.

(d)    Question Lake.

(5)    Motorized watercraft uses are restricted to a maximum of six horsepower motor

limit on:

(a)    Wolf Lake.

(6)    Motorized watercraft uses are restricted to a maximum of 10 horsepower motor

limit on:

(a)    Blodgett Lake.

(b)    John Lake.

(c)    Memory Lake.

(d)    Rainbow Lake.

(e)    Ravine Lake.

(f)    Twin Island Lake.

(g)    Walby Lake.

(h)    Diamond Lake. OR 25-123 
IM 25-237
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(i)    Long Lake (Houston).

(j)    Three Mile Lake.

(k)    Little Lonely Lake.

(l)    Florence Lake.

(m)    Jacobsen Lake.

(n)    Suncrest Lake.

(7)    Motorized watercraft uses are restricted to a maximum of 15 horsepower motor

limit on:

(a)    Christiansen Lake.

(8)    A lake wide no wake zone, except for Thursdays, Fridays, the first and third

Saturdays of the month, the second and fourth Sundays of the month, national holidays

and three-day weekends resulting from national holidays:

(a)    Neklasen Lake.

(9)    Motorized watercraft used are restricted to a lake wide no wake speed zone except

on Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and all three-day weekends mandated by federal holiday

(Memorial day, Fourth of July, and Labor Day):

(a)    Marion Lake.

(10)    Motorized amphibious vehicles, which are a type of motorized watercraft, are

prohibited on the following lakes:

(a)    Three Mile Lake.

(11)    Motorized watercraft uses are restricted to a maximum of 10 horsepower motor

limit, on a time share basis, on:

(a)    Carpenter Lake.

(b)    Stevens Lake.

(12)    Motorized watercraft uses are restricted to a maximum of 25 horsepower motor

limit on:

(a)    Morvro Lake.

OR 25-123 
IM 25-237
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(13)    Motorized watercraft uses over 15 horsepower, excluding electric motors, are

prohibited except for Sunday through Tuesday and all three-day federal holidays on:

(a)    Beverly Lake.

(14)    Personal motorized watercraft uses are prohibited except for Sunday through

Tuesday and all three-day federal holidays on:

(a)    Beverly Lake.

(E)    Special Permit. A special permit may be issued by the planning director waiving boat

motor limits for the transport of building materials on the following lakes and waterways:

(1)    Lake Five.

(2)    Little Question Lake.

(3)    Question Lake.

(4)    Unnamed lake located within T25N, R4W, Section 30, S.M., AK between Question

Lake and the Talkeetna Spur Road.

(5)    Unnamed lake located within T25N, R4W, Section 31, S.M., AK between Question

Lake and the Talkeetna Spur Road.

(6)    Christiansen Lake.

(F)    Winter motor vehicle control. Motor vehicles are prohibited from the surface of the

following lakes when ice covered.

(1)    Lake Five.

(2)    Little Question Lake.

(3)    Question Lake.

(4)    Unnamed lake located within T25N, R4W, Section 30, S.M., AK between Question

Lake and the Talkeetna Spur Road.

(5)    Unnamed lake located within T25N, R4W, Section 31, S.M., AK between Question

Lake and the Talkeetna Spur Road.

(6)    Walby Lake.

(7)    Wolf Lake.

OR 25-123 
IM 25-237
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(8)    Carpenter Lake.

(G)    Ice houses.

(1)    Registration. Prior to locating an ice house on the frozen water of the lakes

designated below, the ice house must be registered with the borough; pertinent

registration information must be prominently displayed on the exterior of the ice house

structure:

(a)    Big Lake;

(b)    Lake Five;

(c)    Little Question Lake;

(d)    Question Lake;

(e)    Unnamed lake located within T25N, R4W, Section 30, S.M., AK between

Question Lake and the Talkeetna Spur Road;

(f)    Unnamed lake located within T25N, R4W, Section 31, S.M., AK between

Question Lake and the Talkeetna Spur Road;

(g)    Diamond Lake;

(h)    Little Lonely Lake.

(2)    Separations.

(a)    Registered ice houses shall not be located closer than 75 feet from the high

water mark of the lake;

(b)    Registered ice houses shall not be located closer than 30 feet in any direction

from another ice house.

(3)    Sanitation. During any time period a registered ice house is being used and public

toilets are not available, the ice house shall be equipped with a portable toilet or other

device to capture human waste. Human waste shall be removed from the ice house and

deposited in a private or public sewage system or composting toilet.

(4)    Removal of ice house. The owner of the registered ice house shall remove the ice

house, together with its contents and debris, before the ice loses its ability to support

equipment to move the ice house out of water. (Ord. 23-065, § 2, 2023; Ord. 22-078, §§ 4

—7, 2022; Ord. 14-082, §§ 4—6, 2014; Ord. 13-102, § 2, 2013; Ord. 10-039, §§ 4, 5, 6,

OR 25-123 
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2010; Ord. 08-073, §§ 4, 5, 2008; Ord. 08-042, §§ 4—8, 2008; Ord. 08-019, §§ 4—7, 2008;

Ord. 08-006, §§ 4, 5, 6, 2008; Ord. 07-035, §§ 4, 5, 6, 2007; Ord. 07-024(AM), §§ 4—8,

2007; Ord. 06-107, §§ 5—9, 2006; Ord. 06-079, §§ 4—7, 2006; Ord. 06-074(AM), §§ 4, 5, 6,

2006; Ord. 06-019, §§ 4, 5, 6, 2006; Ord. 06-018, §§ 4—7, 2006; Ord. 05-063, §§ 4—8,

2005; Ord. 04-146, §§ 2—5, 2004; Ord. 04-140, §§ 2, 3, 4, 2004; Ord. 02-209, § 2, 2002;

Ord. 02-201, § 2, 2002; Ord. 01-191, §§ 2—5, 2001; Ord. 00-177(AM), §§ 2—5, 2000; Ord.

00-006(AM), §§ 2—5, 2000; Ord. 99-149, §§ 2—6, 1999; Ord. 99-067, §§ 2—6, 1999; Ord.

99-052(AM), § 2 (part), 1999)

17.59.070 VIOLATIONS, ENFORCEMENT, AND PENALTIES.

(A)    Except as otherwise specified in this chapter violations of this chapter are infractions.

(B)    Remedies, enforcement actions, and penalties shall be consistent with the terms and

provisions of MSB 1.45.

(Ord. 99-052(AM), § 2 (part), 1999)
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Page 1 of 3 Ordinance Serial No. 25-123 

 IM No. 25-237 

CODE ORDINANCE           Sponsored by:  

 Introduced:           

                                Public Hearing:          

                                        Action:          

 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

ORDINANCE SERIAL NO. 25-123 

 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH ASSEMBLY AMENDING 

MSB 17.59 LAKE MANAGEMENT PLAN IMPLEMENTATION TO UPDATE 

DEFINITIONS RELATED TO MOTORIZED AND PERSONAL WATERCRAFT. 

 

BE IT ENACTED: 

Section 1. Classification. This ordinance is of a general and 

permanent nature and shall become a part of the Borough Code. 

Section 2. Amendment of section. MSB 17.59.005 is hereby 

amended to read as follows: 

(A) For the purpose of this chapter the following 

definitions shall apply unless the context clearly 

indicates or requires a different meaning. 

[(1)] • “Ice house” means a structure utilized for 

ice fishing and left on the frozen surface of a lake for 

a period of more than 24 hours. 

[(2)] • “Motor vehicle” means an automotive vehicle 

with rubber tires for use on highways. 

• “Motorized watercraft” means any watercraft that 

is powered or propelled by a force other than human 

muscular power, gravity, or wind. This includes, but is 

not limited to, vessels equipped with electric motors, 

fuel-powered engines (such as gasoline or diesel), 
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hybrid systems, jet propulsion units, or any other 

mechanical, chemical, or electrical means of propulsion, 

whether inboard or outboard. 

[(3)] • “Motorized watercraft use” means the 

operation of watercraft powered or propelled by a force 

other than human muscular power, gravity, or wind. This 

definition does not include airplanes as motorized 

watercraft when landing, taking off, or taxiing on a 

water body. 

[(4)] • “No wake” means the slowest possible speed 

a boat or personal watercraft can go and still provide 

maneuverability. 

[(5)] • “Personal watercraft” means motorized 

watercraft [VEHICLES] known as jet skis, wave runners, 

and similar acrobatic or stunt equipment. 

[(6)] • “Special permit” means a permit approved by 

the planning director for a special purpose and limited 

to a specific time to conduct an event that otherwise 

would involve activities in violation of one or more 

provisions of this chapter. 

[(7)] • “Time share” means restrictions do not apply 

on Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and all three-day 

weekends mandated by federal holiday (Memorial Day, 

Fourth of July, and Labor Day). 
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[(8)] • “Wake” means the track in the water left 

after the passage of a watercraft or other vehicle. 

 Section 3. Effective date. This ordinance shall take effect 

upon adoption. 

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly this - day 

of -, 2025. 

 

                                    ___________________________ 

 EDNA DeVRIES, Borough Mayor 

 

ATTEST: 

 

 

 

_______________________________________ 

LONNIE R. McKECHNIE, CMC, Borough Clerk    

 

(SEAL) 
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Planning Commission Resolution 25-24 Page 1 of 2 

Adopted:  

 By: A. Strawn 
 Introduced:  

 Public Hearing:  

 Action:  

 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 

PLANNING COMMISSION RESOLUTION NO. 25-24 

 

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION 

RECOMMENDING APPROVAL OF AN ORDINANCE AMENDING MSB 17.59 LAKE 

MANAGEMENT PLAN IMPLEMENTATION TO UPDATE DEFINITIONS RELATED TO 

MOTORIZED AND PERSONAL WATERCRAFT. 

WHEREAS, Assembly Ordinance 25-123 includes both clerical and 

substantive updates to improve clarity and consistency within MSB 

17.59.005; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed ordinance creates a definition of 

“motorized watercraft” and revises the definition of “personal 

watercraft”; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed ordinance is intended to eliminate 

ambiguity in interpretation; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed ordinance ensures consistency in 

application and provides clarity for staff and the public at large, 

while maintaining the intent of the original ordinance; and 

WHEREAS, the proposed standards support the goals and 

objectives of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Comprehensive Plan. 

Planning Commission Packet 
November 17, 2025 

24 of 26



 

Planning Commission Resolution 25-24 Page 2 of 2 

Adopted:  

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna 

Borough Planning Commission hereby recommends approval of Assembly 

Ordinance 25-123. 

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Planning Commission 

on this __ day of __________, 2025. 

 

 

 

 

 RICHARD ALLEN, Chair 

ATTEST 

 

  

 

  

LACIE OLIVIERI, Planning Clerk  

(SEAL) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

YES:  

NO:  
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 Planning Commission Regular Meetings

Planning Commission Agenda Items Due Packet Items Due

Meeting Date Cut-Off Date 5 P.M. Cut-Off Date 5 P.M.

Monday, January 5, 2026 Friday, December 19, 2025 Tuesday, December 23, 2025

Monday, January 19, 2026 Friday, January 2, 2026 Wednesday, January 7, 2026

Monday, February 2, 2026 Friday, January 16, 2026 Wednesday, January 21, 2026

Monday, March 2, 2026 Friday, February 13, 2026 Wednesday, February 18, 2026

Monday, March 16, 2026 Friday, February 27, 2026 Wednesday, March 4, 2026

Monday, April 6, 2026 Friday, March 20, 2026 Wednesday, March 25, 2026

Monday, April 20, 2026 Friday, April 3, 2026 Wednesday, April 8, 2026

Monday, May 4, 2026 Friday, April 17, 2026 Wednesday, April 22, 2026

Monday, May 18, 2026 Friday, May 1, 2026 Wednesday, May 6, 2026

Monday, June 1, 2026 Friday, May 15, 2026 Wednesday, May 20, 2026

Monday, June 15, 2026 Friday, May 29, 2026 Wednesday, June 3, 2026

Monday, July 20, 2026 Thursday, July 2, 2026 Wednesday, July 8, 2026

Monday, August 3, 2026 Friday, July 17, 2026 Wednesday, July 22, 2026

Monday, August 17, 2026 Friday, July 31, 2026 Wednesday, August 5, 2026

Monday, September 14, 2026 Friday, August 28, 2026 Wednesday, September 2, 2026

Monday, October 5, 2026 Friday, September 18, 2026 Wednesday, September 23, 2026

Monday, October 19, 2026 Friday, October 2, 2026 Wednesday, October 7, 2026

Monday, November 16, 2026 Friday, October 30, 2026 Wednesday, November 4, 2026

Monday, December 7, 2026 Friday, November 13, 2026 Wednesday, November 18, 2026

Monday, December 21, 2026 Friday, November 27, 2026 Wednesday, December 2, 2026

Monday, January 4, 2027 Friday, December 18, 2026 Wednesday, December 23, 2026

Monday, January 18, 2027 Friday, January 1, 2027 Wednesday, January 6, 2027

There will be no meetings on February 16, July 6, November 2

Joint Assembly/Planning Commission Meetings

Meeting Date

TBD

TBD

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH PLANNING COMMISSION

Regular Meeting Schedule for 2026
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