MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
LIBRARY CITIZENS’ ADVISORY COMMITTEE

Chairman—Chad Scott (MBR 7) MBR3—Vacant MBR6—Susan Hillman
Vice Chair—Michelle Dempsey (MBR 2) MBR4—Bruce Owens ALTI1— Camilla (Nan) Potts
MBR1—Nancy Bertels MBR5—Erik Palin ALT2— Aaron Malone

MEETING MINUTES
ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS AND LIVE STREAMED
https://www.youtube.com/user/matsuboroughvideo

350 EAST DAHLIA AVE, PALMER

REGULAR MEETING 5:00 PM August 11, 2025

[. CALL TO ORDER
A. Called to order at 5:02 pm

II. ROLL CALL
A. Present — Chad Scott, Nancy Bertels, Bruce Owens, Susan Hillman, Camilla Potts,

Aaron Malone and Michelle Dempsey @ 5:12 pm
B. Absent — Erik Palin

[1I. AGENDA APPROVAL
A. Agenda approved unanimously

[V.PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
A. Pledge of Allegiance conducted

V. MINUTES OF PRECEDING MEETING
A. May 12, 2025 — Minutes approved unanimously

VI. STAFF REPORTS
A. Jillian Morrissey — Community Development Director — Ms. Morrissey read her
memo on the final decision of “Maybe Now™. It will remain in libraries of origin and
shelved in the adult section.
B. Hugh Leslie — Recreation & Library Services Manager — Mr. Leslie reminded the
committee of the next available book and how to use the microphones.
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VII. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION — (2 Minutes Per Person)

A. Jeanne Troshynski — Ms. Troshynski spoke about her opinion on reviewing adult
books and freedom of choice.

B. Jo Clark — Ms. Clark spoke about her opinion on public library selections.

C. Kathy Kysar — Ms. Kysar spoke about her opinion on the committee reviewing adult
books.

D. Jackie Goforth — Ms. Goforth spoke about her opinion on the school board LCAC.

E. Linda Spohn — Ms. Spohn spoke about her opinion on how tax dollars shouldn’t be
spent.

F. Bonnie Cavanaugh — Ms. Cavanaugh spoke about her opinion on book availability
and affordability.

G. Lisa Kennedy — (attached emailed statement)

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Materials Submitted for Reconsideration
1. Verity: Colleen Hoover ISBN 1791392792
* 1 vote for Remove the book from the library (Scott)
* 4 votes for Keep the book where it is (Dempsey, Potts, Bertels,

Hillman)
* 2 votes for Reshelve to the Adult section (Owens, Malone)
2. Normal People; Sally Rooney ISBN 1984822179
3. The Bluest Eye; Toni Morrison ISBN 0307278441
4. What Girls Are Made Of; Elana K. Arnold ISBN 0823445674
5. Water for Elephants; Sara Gruen ISBN 1565125606
6. Fun Home: A Family Tragicomic; Alison Bechdel ISBN 0618871713
7. This Book Is Gay: Juno Dawson ISBN 1492617830

IX. NEW BUSINESS

X. NEXT MEETING
A. September 15, 2025

XI. MEMBERS, STAFF COMMENTS
A. Nancy Bertels — Ms. Bertels spoke about her opinion on the committee currently
reviewing adult books.
B. Camilla Potts — Ms. Potts spoke about the origination of libraries and her opinion on
current library selection. ’
C. Michelle Dempsey — Ms. Dempsey spoke her opinion on reviewing books in the
adult section. Staff was asked to find out which shelves the books on the list are on.
D. Aaron Malone — Mr. Malone asked if the books have been moved to the adult
section or not.
E. Chad Scott — Mr. Scott gave his opinion on the book “Verity™ and that reviewing
books shelved in the adult section would be futile.
F. Michelle Dempsey motioned to review the next book on the list that is shelved in
the Young Adult section. Malone seconded, passed unanimously.
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XII. ADJOURNMENT
A. Adjourned at 5:54 pm
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