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Action:

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH
RESOLUTION SERIAL NO. 26-01

A RESOLUTION OF THE MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH WATER AND WASTEWATER
ADVISORY BOARD REQUESTING ASSEMBLY’S GUIDANCE IN DEFINING THE
BOARD’S GOALS AND STRATEGIC PLAN.

WHEREAS, 1in 2011 the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Assembly
adopted ordinance 11-087 establishing the Wastewater and Septage
Advisory Board (WSAB) for the purpose of advising the Assembly on
issues relating to wastewater and septage issues within the
Borough; and

WHEREAS, on May 25, 2022 the WSAB passed Resolution 22-01 in
support of advancing a preliminary engineering report for the
Septage Treatment Facility Project; and

WHEREAS, on August 17, 2022 the MSB Assembly adopted
Resolution Serial Number 22-071, directing staff to discontinue
efforts toward a septage treatment facility project; and

WHEREAS, that same Resolution resolved that the Board is to
be disbanded upon adoption of this resolution; and

WHEREAS, on September 27, 2022, Ordinance Serial Number 22-
099, was presented to repeal MSB 4.70, Wastewater and Septage
Advisory Board (Board’s name at that time), which would have
dissolved the Board. However, the ordinance failed. MSB 4.70

remained in effect with no changes to its content; and

Resolution Serial No. 26-01
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WHEREAS, on September 13, 2023 the Board established through
Board Resolution 23-01 new goals such as 1) On a continuing basis,
assess the current wastewater and septage handling situation and
conditions and identify and propose potential alternatives, should
the current options be compromised or terminated; 2) review and
maintain past alternative options; 3) investigate new and evolving
methods, means and opportunities for wastewater and septage
treatment, and; 4) continue to inform and educate the Assembly
regarding wastewater and septage issues that could affect Borough
residents.

WHEREAS, on November 30, 2023 Borough Manager Mike Brown came
to the Board’s special meeting informing the Board of the Borough’s
collaboration with the .cities of Palmer and Wasilla regarding
future water and wastewater system improvements, including a
possible interconnect between the two cities’ water systems. The
Borough Manager stated he would like the Board to be involved with
these efforts in the future. The Manager emphasized that water and
wastewater infrastructure needs must be addressed prior to
addressing septage; and

WHEREAS, on May 7, 2024, the Assembly adopted the Ordinance
Serial No. 24-045 which changed the Board’s name from Wastewater
and Septage Advisory Board to Water and Wastewater Advisory Board;

and

Resolution Serial No. 26-01
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WHEREAS, during the remainder of 2024 through present time
and in accordance with direction from the Assembly and Manager
Brown, the Board has focused on water and wastewater issues
including presentations and updates from the City of Wasilla
regarding the study of the interconnect between the two cities’
water systems; and

WHEREAS, the Board has also received updates from the City of
Palmer regarding their new facilities and a new pump station
supplying water to the Colony schools; and

WHEREAS, the Board feels as .though they are sufficiently
informed on water infrastructure related topics; and

WHEREAS, the Board receives an increasing number of concerns
both inside and outside the cities’ boundaries regarding failure
of private septic systems dnstalled in the 1970s and 80s and the
Board would like to investigate/study this issue and generate data
that can be used to determine solutions; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Matanuska-Susitna
Borough Water and Wastewater Advisory Board requests Assembly
guidance in defining future goals and requests strategic direction
from the Assembly.

ADOPTED by the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Water and Wastewater

Advisory Board this day of , 2026.
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MR. BOB WALDEN, PE, Chair

ATTEST:

CHRISTINA SANDS, Board Administrative Support

(SEAL)
YES:
NO:
Resolution Serial No. 26-01
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