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Supporting Salmon, Wildlife, and Community 

 
May 14, 2026 
To: Mat-Su Borough Planning Commission 
Re: Resolution 26-08 

Members of the Mat-Su Borough Planning Commission,  

I write on behalf of the Susitna River Coalition in support of Resolution 26-08.  

The Susitna River Coalition is a nonprofit watershed health organization. We strongly support the 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough’s proposal to classify 16 Borough-owned parcels along the Deshka River as 
watershed lands. 

The Deshka River is a major tributary of the Susitna River and supports some of the most important 
salmon habitat in the region. The parcels identified in this proposal are associated with mapped 
cold-water inputs that provide critical thermal refuge for salmon during periods of elevated summer 
temperatures. These areas play an outsized role in maintaining habitat quality when fish are most 
vulnerable. 

This proposal reflects a clear connection between strong research and effective policy. Recent scientific 
work has identified specific locations where cold, oxygen-rich groundwater enters the river. These places 
are disproportionately important to salmon during seasonal stress. Classifying these lands as Watershed 
Lands is a fantastic way for the Borough to recognize and protect that function with the unique 
opportunity to preemptively safeguard salmon habitat. 

 As changing conditions continue to affect water temperature and fish distribution across Southcentral 
Alaska, protecting groundwater-fed habitats and cold-water refugia will only become more important. 

We encourage the Planning Commission to move forward with this classification. 

Thank you for your consideration,  

 
 
 
 
Margaret Stern 
Program and Communications Director, Susitna River Coalition 
margaret@susitnarivercoalition.org 

 

 

 

PO Box 320, Talkeetna, AK 99676  |   www.susitnarivercoalition.org  | (848) 667-8326 
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