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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
MSB Fish and Wildlife Commission 

AGENDA 

Edna Devries, Mayor 

Peter Probasco – Chair 
Andy Couch – Vice Chair 
Gabriel Kitter 
Bill Gamble 
Kendra Zamzow 
Michael Bowles 
Marty Van Diest 
Jim Sykes – Ex officio member 

Paul Clark – Staff  

Michael Brown, Borough Manager 

PLANNING & LAND USE DEPARTMENT 
Alex Strawn, Planning & Land Use Director 

Jason Ortiz, Planning & Land Use Deputy Director 
Wade Long, Development Services Manager 

Fred Wagner, Platting Officer 

Assembly Chambers 
Dorothy Swanda Jones Building 

350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer 

March 12, 2026 
REGULAR MEETING 

4:00 p.m. 

Ways to participate in MSB Fish and Wildlife Commission meetings: 

IN-PERSON: Conference Room 203, DSJ (Main Borough) Building (Limited Seating) 

REMOTE PARTICIPATION VIA MICROSOFT TEAMS: 
Join on your computer: 
Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 280 029 644 221 62  
Passcode: uP7Kq2v6 

Or call in (audio only): 
1-907-290-7880
Phone Conference ID: 632940304#

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. ROLL CALL – DETERMINATION OF QUORUM

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. January 8, 2026
B. January 29, 2026

VI. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (three minutes per person)
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VII. STAFF/AGENCY REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS

A. Staff Report
B. Chair’s Report

VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS
A. Board of Fisheries 2026 March Meeting Strategy*

B. Prep for 2026-27 Board of Fisheries Cycle

C. Waterbody Setback Ordinance Staff Update and Discussion

D. ADF&G Summary Meetings
1. Questions for ADF&G Annual Game Meeting (April 9)
2. Cook Inlet salmon genetics presentation

E. Deshka Watershed Land Classification Resolution (RS 25-02)
F. Letter of support for HB304
H. Pike Mitigation Ideas

IX. NEW BUSINESS
A. 2026 FWC Officer Elections*

X. MEMBER COMMENTS (10 minutes)

XI. NEXT MEETING DATE: 4:00-6:00 PM

XII. ADJOURNMENT

Disabled persons needing reasonable accommodation in order to participate at a MSB Fish and Wildlife Commission 
Meeting should contact the borough ADA Coordinator at 861-8432 at least one week in advance of the meeting. 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
MSB Fish and Wildlife Commission 

JANUARY 8, 2026 
REGULAR MEETING 

. 
 
 
 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

Meeting called to order at 4:01pm 
 

II. ROLL CALL – DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
Present 
Pete Probasco 
Andy Couch 
Gabe Kitter 
Kendra Zamzow 
Michael Bowles (left meeting at 5:48PM) 
Marty Van Diest 
Jim Sykes 
 
Absent 
Bill Gamble 
 

 
III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 

 
IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
 

AC – request to include hatchery plan up for comment – Chair added as 
Item F under new business 
AC moves, GK seconds, agenda as amended approved 
 

V. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

 A. November 13, 2025 (packet pg. 4) 
AC moves, GK seconds, no objections, minutes are approved 
 

VI. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (three minutes per person) 
 
Rep Kevin McCabe  
Ben Americus  
Stephen Braund  
Margaret Stern  
Sue Mauger  
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Sam Oslund  
Bill Stoltze  
Chennery Fife  

 
VII. STAFF/AGENCY REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. Staff Report 

  1. Post-Salmon Symposium Opportunities for Engagement – Susitna River   
          Watershed Plan, Mat-Su Salmon Habitat Partnership Strategic Plan Update 
 
  2. BLM Preliminary EA – authorize ROW for construction vehicles on existing  
      Routes in Knik River SRMA - EA Glacier View Access 
 
  3. Availability of ADF&G for Game Summary Meeting – April 9 Game Mtg. 

  4. Upcoming State & Federal Meetings 

 Jan 22, 2026, 9:00am, Wrangell - AK Board of Game work session 

 Feb 2-11, 8:00am -5:00pm, Anchorage – NPFMC Meetings  

• Feb 2-4 – NPFMC Scientific and Statistical Committee  

• Feb 2-7 – NPFMC Advisory Panel 

• Feb 5-11 – NPFMC Council Meeting  

B. Chair’s Report   
 1. Response to Mayor’s Letter from Governor’s Office 
  Copy of letter (pg. 9) 

 
VIII. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  

A. Board of Fisheries 2026 March Meeting Strategy 
 BOF Proposal 186 (pg. 11) 
 
AC moves for the FWC to participate in the BOF meeting addressing BOF 
Proposal 186, GK second. 
 
No objection, motion passed. 

 
 Vincent-Lang & Couch discussion summary (pg. 13) 
 Mac Minard interest email (pg. 15) 
 Mac Minard proposal (pg. 16) 
 
AC moves to hire Mac Minard for consulting services for the 2026 Statewide BOF 
meeting as outlined in the proposal, GK seconds. No objections, motion passes 

 

MSB Fish and Wildlife Commission 3.12.26 Page 4 of 58

https://eplanning.blm.gov/public_projects/2036508/200640648/20147183/251047163/Preliminary_EA_GlacierViewAccess_Final.pdf
https://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=gameboard.meetinginfo&date=01-22-2026&meeting=wrangell&utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
https://www.npfmc.org/current-or-next-council-meeting/


AC moves to accept offer from KRSA to split the cost of the conference room with 
KRSA, GK seconds. 

KZ objects 
Motion passes 5-1 
Yes – AC, GK, MB, PP, MVD 
No – KZ 

Schedule special meetings every 2 weeks starting on Jan 29 (Andy will be chair) 

*All FWC decide how you want to be involved in the meeting

B. Prep for 2026-27 Board of Fisheries Cycle – Goals, Tasks, Budget
Proposal deadline announcement – April 10, 2026 (pg. 22) 
Strategy document (pg. 25)  
AAR from 2024 cycle (pg. 28) 

If FWC commissioner has ideas, draft the proposal and bring them forward at our 
special meetings, or we can also collectively work on proposals at our special meetings 

C. Waterbody Setback Ordinance Staff Update and Discussion

D. Scheduling ADF&G Summary Meetings

E. Deshka Watershed Land Classification Resolution (RS 25-02)
Gamble-Metzger Email (pg. 63) 

GK moves to have Bill Gamble bring forward the resolution to the Assembly 
No objection, motion passes 

To-do – follow up with BG to get on the assembly agenda 

F. Other Follow-Up from Task List
 Gabe Kitter – Resource Development Council Email (pg. 66)

End of August, Gabe will reach back out to RDC to participate 

 Jim Sykes – North Pacific Fisheries Management Council (pg. 67)

Add to Jan 29 Agenda - Consider how we want to proceed for participation at the 
NPFMC meeting at the Jan 29 meeting.  

 MSB – Subcommittee/Working Group Rules
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IX. NEW BUSINESS  
 
 A. Mayor’s Offer for Follow-Up with Governor 
  Mayor email to Paul (pg. 69) 
  
 Gabe will write first draft for the Jan 29 meeting agenda. 
  
 KZ moves to extend meeting to 6:15, AC seconds 
  No objections, motion passes. 
 

B. Letter or Resolution supporting HB 203 / SB 161 (request from Rep. McCabe) – “An  
Act relating to the use of certain trawl or dredge fishing gear in state water; and 
providing for an effective date.”  
HB 203 (pg. 71) 

 
 MB moves to have the FWC develop a letter or resolution of support, AC seconds 
 No objections, motion passes 

 
Kendra will take the lead on drafting a letter.  
 

Ask Mayor and/or Assembly if we want to co-sign the letter  
MB is willing to bring forward a resolution for the Assembly 

 
C. Changing Pike from Sport Fishery to Commercial Fishery (introduced by Mayor) 
 (Establish a pick commercial fishery) 
 

 
 D. Inviting presenters from the Salmon Symposium – Kendra 

(Ex. ADF&G Fish Pathologist sharing info on the Pacific Salmon Health 
Monitoring Initiative), Also Erin Larson – Habitat Web Mapper 

  
  FWC will consider presentations in May or beyond 
 
 
 E. 2026 FWC Meeting Calendar and Officers 
 

Schedule meetings for the second Thursday every month through May with a 
start time of 4:00pm 

  
 F. Announcement of hatchery plan – comments are due January 31 
   

 GK moves to extend meeting by 5 minutes, AC seconds, no objections, motion  
 approved 
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X. MEMBER COMMENTS (10 minutes) 
 

XI. NEXT MEETING DATE: January 29, 4:00-6:00 PM 
 

XII. ADJOURNMENT  
AC moves to adjourn, GK second, no objections meeting adjourned at 6:17pm 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
MSB Fish and Wildlife Commission 

MINUTES 
 
 

Edna Devries, Mayor 

Peter Probasco – Chair 
Andy Couch – Vice Chair 
Gabriel Kitter 
Bill Gamble 
Kendra Zamzow 
Michael Bowles 
Vacant – Seat 3/Hunting 
Marty Van Diest 
Jim Sykes – Ex officio member 

Paul Clark – Staff 

Michael Brown, Borough Manager 

PLANNING & LAND USE DEPARTMENT 
Alex Strawn, Planning & Land Use Director 

Jason Ortiz, Planning & Land Use Deputy Director 
Wade Long, Development Services Manager 

Fred Wagner, Platting Officer 

Assembly Chambers 
Dorothy Swanda Jones Building 
350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer 

January 29, 2026 
SPECIAL MEETING 

4:00 p.m. 

 
I. CALL TO ORDER 

AC called meeting to order at 4:00pm 
 

II. ROLL CALL – DETERMINATION OF QUORUM 
 

Present 
Andy Couch (AC) 
Gabel Kitter (GK) 
Bill Gamble (BG) 
Kendra Zamzow (KZ) 
Michael Bowles (MB) 
Marty Van Diest (MVD) 
Jim Sykes (JS) 

Absent 
Pete Probasco 

Quorum is confirmed 

III. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

IV. APPROVAL OF AGENDA 
GK moves, KZ seconds, no objections, agenda approved 

 
V. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION (three minutes per person) 
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Stephen Braund 
Oliver Querin 
Margaret Stern 
Mac Minard 

 
VI. STAFF/AGENCY REPORTS & PRESENTATIONS 

 
A. Staff Report 
B. Chair’s Report 

 
VII. ITEMS OF BUSINESS 

 
A. Board of Fisheries 2026 March Meeting Strategy 

1. Comments (Deadline – March 2, 2026) 
GK moves that Mac draft a letter for the FWC in support of Proposal 186, KZ 
seconds, no objection, motion passes 

 
2. FWC Member Level of Participation & Tasks 

 
Gabe will work with Paul and Mac to develop a slimmer version of It Takes 
Fish to Make Fish, maintaining statement about habitat work/fish passage, 
expectations of productivity, preservation of conservation corridor, able to 
provide some assistance on updating and slimming down the book 

 
Andy will write a plain-language one pager to make proposal clear 

Kendra moves that the FWC members bring a list of invitees to participate 
in the BOF meeting to the next FWC meeting, GK seconds, no opposition, 
motion passes. 

 
3. Mayor’s Response to Governor’s Letter 

GK moves to send the letter as written to the Mayor, MVD seconds. 
BG moves to amend to go to the state delegation as well - passed 
GK moves to amend to send it to DVL and BOF chair - passed 
Motion as amended passes. 

 
B. 2026-27 Board of Fisheries UCI Cycle 

1. Goals, Tasks, Budget 
Jim will update 2027 BOF goals to better depict the dire nature of our fisheries 

 
2. Proposals (Deadline – April 10, 2026) 

FWC members will develop proposals and bring them to the next meeting 
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C. North Pacific Fisheries Management Council Meetings 
GK moves to have Kendra, Jim and/or Pete represent the commission at the 
NPFMC meetings, MVD seconds, no objections, motion passes 

 
GK moves to have Paul submit the 2025 comment letter to the NPFMC with a 
comment that updates will be made during oral testimony due to insufficient 
time to update our written comment, KZ seconds, no objection, motion passes. 
(Submit comments prior to 12:00pm on 1/30). 

 
VIII. MEMBER COMMENTS (10 minutes) 

 
MVD – no comments 

 
KZ – spoke about the possibility to collaborate on work and goals with Chickaloon, but 

goodwill is probably not currently there. 
 

GK – Excited about the public outreach and engagement that FWC will be doing in the near 
future 

 
BG – Spoke about the importance of finding agencies and groups as allies. Need to get the 

word out more about what we are doing as a commission 

MB – Wanted to let the FWC know that lake management plan policy will be discussed soon 

AC – Stocking plan. Israel Payton suggested that when we have our summary meeting with 
ADF&G, we could come up with questions about the plan to be able to make 
informed comments about it. Add agenda item to include stocking plan in state 
fisheries summary meeting in Nov-Dec 2026 

 
IX. NEXT MEETING DATE: Regular Meeting, February 12, 4:00-6:00 PM 

 
X. ADJOURNMENT 

KZ moves to adjourn, GK seconds, no objection, meeting adjourned at 5:39pm 
 

 
 
 
_______________________________________________   __________________________ 

 
Pete Probasco, FWC Chair      Date 

 
 
 
 
       ________________________________________________   ___________________________ 
 

Paul Clark, MSB Staff      Date 
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ALASKA BOARD OF FISHERIES 
STATEWIDE FINFISH AND SUPPLEMENTAL ISSUES 

March 17–21, 2026 
Egan Civic & Convention Center, Anchorage 

 
 

TENTATIVE AGENDA 
 

NOTE: This tentative agenda is subject to change throughout the course of the meeting. 
 
This Tentative Agenda is provided to give a general idea to the public of the board’s anticipated schedule. The board will 
attempt to hold to this schedule; however, the board is not constrained by this Tentative Agenda.   

 
The DEADLINE to sign up for PUBLIC TESTIMONY will be Wednesday , March 18 at 10:00 am.  

 
The DEADLINE to sign up for TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE REPORTS will be Friday, March 13 at 5:00 pm. 
To request providing a Traditional Knowledge report to the board, please fill out the TK sign-up form and email this to 

Art Nelson, the board’s Executive Director at art.nelson@alaska.gov or call (907) 267-2292 for questions. For more 
information on Traditional Knowledge Reports, please review board finding  2024-305-FB. 

 

Tuesday, March 17 2026, 8:30 a.m. 
Morning 

OPENING BUSINESS 
Call to Order; Introductions of Board Members and Staff, 
Board Member Ethics Disclosures 

 

STAFF REPORTS 
 

Afternoon 

 Continue STAFF REPORTS, as needed 

TRADITIONAL KNOWLEDGE REPORTS 

PUBLIC TESTIMONY: Oral Public Testimony, including Advisory Committee Reports 

Public testimony will continue until those who are present at the meeting are heard; the board will continue 
working through its agenda immediately upon conclusion of public testimony. 

 

Wednesday, March 18 2026, 8:30 a.m. 
Continue public testimony, as needed 
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Thursday, March 19, 8:30 a.m. 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – GROUP 1: COMMERCIAL FISHERIES (13 
proposals; Chair: Wood) 

 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – GROUP 2: HATCHERIES (3 Proposals; Chair: 
Carpenter)  

Friday, March 20, 8:30 a.m. 
BOARD DELIBERATIONS on Group 1 

 
BOARD DELIBERATIONS on Group 2 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – GROUP 3: SUBSISTENCE AND SPORT 
FISHERIES AND GEAR (10 Proposals; Chair: Irwin) 

Saturday, March 21, 8:30 a.m. 
BOARD DELIBERATIONS on Group 3 
 
MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 
ADJOURN 
 
 

AGENDA NOTES: 
1) This agenda is TENTATIVE and subject to change during the meeting. Schedule updates will be 

posted at the meeting. An audio of the meeting should be available at the Board of Fisheries webpage 
(http://www.adfg.alaska.gov/index.cfm?adfg=fisheriesboard.main) during periods when the board is 
on the record.   

2) Testimony is expected to be limited to three (3) minutes for individuals and groups and ten (10) minutes 
for advisory committee representative and regional advisory council representatives. Traditional 
Knowledge reports are expected to limited to ten (10) minutes). These times may be changed by 
the chair in order to manage the volume of the workload. Advisory committee and regional 
advisory council representatives may present reports either at the beginning or end of public testimony. 
The representative should notify the board secretary whether he or she prefers the beginning or end 
of public testimony.   

3) BOARD COMMITTEES AND PUBLIC PANELS: For this meeting, the board has established a 
number of committees to serve as Committees of the Whole to provide additional review of proposals. 
Board committees are comprised of board members, with AC and public advisors to provide 
information to the board that was not already received in written or oral comments. AC representatives 
and the public can fully participate in the board’s committee discussions. The purpose of the committee 
process is to:  1) broaden public participation in the regulatory process; 2) provide another forum for 
stakeholders to discuss resolution or possible compromise on contentious issues; and 3) provide 
additional detailed information relative to proposals. 
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TENTATIVE COMMITTEE ROADMAP 

(26 proposals) 
Alaska Board of Fisheries 

STATEWIDE FINFISH & SUPPLEMENTAL ISSUES 
March 17-21, 2026 - Anchorage 

 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – GROUP 1: COMMERCIAL FISHERIES (13 
proposals, 3 SOC Action Plans)  Chair: Wood 
Groundfish gear, closed waters, and fishing periods (12 proposals) 
Proposal 11 Close state waters to commercial groundfish fishing with trawl gear west of 170° 

W. longitude. 
Proposal 163 Define all trawl gear operated inside state waters as non-pelagic and develop new 

performance and monitoring standards to allow state-waters pelagic trawling to 
occur on a case-by-case basis. 

Proposal 164 Establish bottom contact monitoring requirements for pelagic trawl gear operated 
inside state waters. 

Proposal 165 Establish salmon excluder requirements for all pelagic trawl gear operated inside 
state waters. 

Proposal 166 Amend statewide definition of a mechanical jigging machine. 
Proposal 167 Prohibit vessels from having other groundfish gear or equipment onboard while 

participating in a groundfish fishery using mechanical jigging machines or hand 
troll gear. 

Proposal 168 Prohibit vessels from having more than one groundfish gear type onboard when 
participating in a state-managed groundfish fishery. 

Proposal 169 Create a definition of groundfish coil spring or ‘slinky pot’. 
Proposal 173 Provide emergency order authority to define fishing boundaries when regulatory 

markers are lost, destroyed or otherwise absent 
Proposal 174 Allow the engine of a purse seine vessel or skiff to be shut off when the purse 

seine is deployed. 
Proposal 186 Reduce commercial salmon fishing opportunity with drift gillnet gear in the 

Central District of the Cook Inlet Area. 
Proposal 187 Close the Tsiu River and all waters within one quarter mile of the Tsiu River and 

Kaliakh River confluence to commercial fishing for salmon. 
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Dipnet gear definition (1 proposal) 
Proposal 175 Modify dipnet mesh-size and configuration. 
Stock of Concern Action Plans (3) 
Yukon River Chinook Salmon 
Yukon River Fall-run Chum Salmon 
Kwiniuk River Chinook Salmon 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – GROUP 2: HATCHERIES (3 proposals) Chair: 
Carpenter 
Proposal 170 Reduce the permitted egg take level of each hatchery permit containing pink and 

chum salmon by 25% of the current permitted capacity for those species. 
Proposal 171 Amend Prince William Sound hatchery permits to reduce pink salmon egg take 

capacity. 
Proposal 172 Board generated regulation that places a moratorium on pink and chum hatchery 

production. 
 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE – GROUP 3: SUBSISTENCE AND SPORT 
FISHERIES AND GEAR (10 proposals)  Chair: Irwin 
Subsistence fisheries (1 proposal)  
Proposal 162 Prohibit commercial transport services in subsistence fisheries. 
Sport fisheries (9 proposals) 
Proposal 176 Allow anglers fishing from the same vessel to pool bag and possession limits. 
Proposal 177 Allow anglers fishing from the same vessel to pool bag and possession limits. 
Proposal 178 Modify the definition of bag limit. 
Proposal 179 Establish a statewide annual limit for king salmon of 10 fish. 
Proposal 180 Establish a statewide annual limit for king salmon of five fish.  
Proposal 181 Align regulatory and statutory language for sport fishing gear. 
Proposal 182 Establish bow fishing as lawful sport fishing gear for species without a bag or 

possession limit. 
Proposal 183 Amend regulations requiring conditions of fish available to inspection while in 

possession. 
Proposal 184 Align the sport fish definition of rockfish with the statewide definition. 
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 REPRESENTATIVE KEVIN J. MCCABE 
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE     HOUSE DISTRICT 30 

 
 
 
 

  
  
 

 
SPONSOR STATEMENT/ HB 304 Ver. A (34-LS1375\I) 

"An Act relating to the duties of the commissioner of fish and game; establishing the sport  
fishing angler access account; establishing the sport fishing angler access surcharge;  

and providing for an effective date." 

Alaska’s sport fishing industry is a cornerstone of our state’s economy. It supports thousands of jobs, 
generates substantial state and local revenue, and brings visitors from around the world to experience 
Alaska’s fisheries. 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game last produced a comprehensive statewide economic impact 
report on sport fishing in 2007. Nearly two decades later, Alaska’s population, tourism activity, 
infrastructure, and fisheries management challenges have changed significantly. Policymakers are 
making decisions affecting access, allocation, conservation, and infrastructure without updated statewide 
economic data. 

HB304 requires the Commissioner of Fish & Game to produce and disseminate a biennial report on the 
economic impacts of sport fishing in Alaska. The report will follow the model of the Department’s 2007 
Professional Publication No. 08-01 to ensure consistency and credibility in methodology. 

To fund this work without relying on unrestricted general funds; the bill establishes a $1 sport fishing 
angler access surcharge on sport fishing licenses. The $1 minimal surcharge per license and must be 
clearly disclosed. Individuals eligible for reduced-cost or free licenses are exempt.   

The surcharge revenue is intended to function as program receipts to be deposited to the fish and game 
fund, remain fully subject to annual legislative appropriation, and provide funding support for the 
production and dissemination of the biennial report. 

The proposal has received support from the Department of Fish and Game, the Kenai River Sports 
Association, and other stakeholders. It reflects a well-vetted effort to update critical economic data while 
reinvesting directly in Alaska’s anglers. 

The bill includes a repeal date of January 1, 2032, ensuring the legislature has the opportunity to review 
its effectiveness before continuing the program. HB304 ensures Alaska has reliable, current economic 
data on one of its most important renewable resource industries, at minimal cost and with clear 
legislative oversight.  

 
 
 
 
 

 
SESSION 

Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 

Phone: (907) 465-2679 
Toll Free: (800) 505-2678 

 
 
 
 
 
 

DISTRICT 
600 E. Railroad Ave., Suite 1 

Wasilla, AK 99654 
Phone: (907) 376-2679 

Toll Free: (800) 505-2678 
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REPRESENTATIVE KEVIN J. MCCABE 
ALASKA STATE LEGISLATURE     HOUSE DISTRICT 30 

 

 

SPONSOR STATEMENT/ HB 304 Ver. A (34-LS1375\I) 
"An Act relating to the duties of the commissioner of fish and game; establishing the sport  

fishing angler access account; establishing the sport fishing angler access surcharge;  
and providing for an effective date." 

Alaska’s sport fishing industry is a cornerstone of our state’s economy. It supports thousands of jobs, 
generates substantial state and local revenue, and brings visitors from around the world to experience 
Alaska’s fisheries. 

The Alaska Department of Fish and Game last produced a comprehensive statewide economic impact 
report on sport fishing in 2007. Nearly two decades later, Alaska’s population, tourism activity, 
infrastructure, and fisheries management challenges have changed significantly. Policymakers are 
making decisions affecting access, allocation, conservation, and infrastructure without updated statewide 
economic data. 

HB304 requires the Commissioner of Fish & Game to produce and disseminate a biennial report on the 
economic impacts of sport fishing in Alaska. The report will follow the model of the Department’s 2007 
Professional Publication No. 08-01 to ensure consistency and credibility in methodology. 

To fund this work without relying on unrestricted general funds; the bill establishes a $1 sport fishing 
angler access surcharge on sport fishing licenses. The $1 minimal surcharge per license and must be 
clearly disclosed. Individuals eligible for reduced-cost or free licenses are exempt.   

The surcharge revenue is intended to function as program receipts to be deposited to the fish and game 
fund, remain fully subject to annual legislative appropriation, and provide funding support for the 
production and dissemination of the biennial report. 

The proposal has received support from the Department of Fish and Game, the Kenai River Sports 
Association, and other stakeholders. It reflects a well-vetted effort to update critical economic data while 
reinvesting directly in Alaska’s anglers. 

The bill includes a repeal date of January 1, 2032, ensuring the legislature has the opportunity to review 
its effectiveness before continuing the program. HB304 ensures Alaska has reliable, current economic 
data on one of its most important renewable resource industries, at minimal cost and with clear 
legislative oversight.  

SESSION 
Alaska State Capitol 
Juneau, AK 99801 

Phone: (907) 465-2679 
Toll Free: (800) 505-2678 

DISTRICT 
600 E. Railroad Ave., Suite 1 

Wasilla, AK 99654 
Phone: (907) 376-2679 

Toll Free: (800) 505-2678 
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