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Matanuska-Susitna Borough 
 June 4, 2026 
Platting Board Regular Meeting Page 1 of 2 

MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH 
350 East Dahlia Avenue, Palmer, Alaska 99645 – 907-861-7874 

 
PLATTING OFFICER 
Tyler Young 
 
PLATTING CLERK 
Kayla Smith 
 
 
PLATTING TECHNICIANS 
Matthew Goddard 
Chris Curlin 
Cayman Reynolds 
 

  
 

PLATTING BOARD 
 Chris Chiavetta, District 1 

Vice Chair Michael Liebing, District 2 
 Michael Gillson, District 3 

Reggie Carney, District 4 
Chair Michelle Traxler, District 5 

Steve Kevan, District 6 
Vacant, District 7 

Karla McBride, Alternate A 
Igor Galloway, Alternate B 

 

  
PLATTING BOARD AGENDA 

                                                             ASSEMBLY CHAMBERS 
                                                     350 E DAHLIA AVENUE PALMER 

 
PLATTING BOARD MEETING 1:00 P.M. June 4, 2026 
 
Ways you can participate in Platting Board meetings: 

IN PERSON 
 

IN WRITING: You can submit written comments by email to platting@matsugov.us or by mail to 
Matanuska-Susitna Borough, Platting Division, 350 E. Dahlia Avenue, Palmer, AK 99645 
 

TELEPHONIC TESTIMONY: (Audio only) 
 (We are having intermittent technical difficulties with our software; if you would like to submit comments, 
please submit comments to the email address above by the Wednesday before the meeting.) 

 Dial 1-855-290-3803; you will hear “Joining conference” when you are admitted to the meeting.  
 You will be automatically muted and able to listen to the meeting. 
 When the Chair announces audience participation or a public hearing you would like to speak 

to, press *3; you will hear “Your hand has been raised.” 
 When it is your turn to testify you will hear “Your line has been unmuted.” 

 State your name for the record, spell your last name, and provide your testimony. 
 

OBSERVE: You can observe the meeting via the live stream video at:  

 https://www.facebook.com/MatSuBorough   
 Matanuska-Susitna Borough – YouTube 

 
1. CALL TO ORDER 

A. Roll Call and Determination of Quorum (by Secretary) 
B. Pledge of Allegiance 
C. Approval of Agenda 
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2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
A. May 21, 2026 

 
3. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION & PRESENTATIONS 

A. PERSONS TO BE HEARD (Three minutes per person for Items not scheduled for public 
hearing) 
 

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
A.  IRONS IN THE FIRE CREST: The request is to create six lots from Lots 1 & 2, Pat-Mar 

Acres #1 (Plat#86-197), (Tax ID #’s 3308000L001 & 3308000L002), to be known as IRONS IN 
THE FIRE CREST, containing 1.93 acres +/-.   Parcels are located west of S. Felton Street, 
North of E. Helen Drive and east of N. Pat Mar Circle; lying within the SW ¼ Section 05, 
Township 17 North, Range 02 East, Seward Meridian, Alaska.  In the City of Palmer and in 
Assembly District #2. (Petitioner/Owner: Benjamin & Rachelle Crowley, Staff: Chris Curlin, 
Case # 2025-152) 
 

5. RECONSIDERATIONS/APPEALS 
(None) 

 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS 

A. CONNOLLY HOMESTEAD: The request is to create 7 tracts from Parcel U04638000L06, to 
be known as CONNOLLY HOMESTEAD, containing 144.92 acres +/-. The property is located 
directly east of Delyndia Lake, directly west of Butterfly Lake, and west of West Parks Highway 
(Tax ID #U04638000L06); within the NW ¼ Section 01, Township 17 North, Range 05 West, 
Seward Meridian, Alaska. In the Big Lake Community Council and in Assembly District #5. 
(Petitioner/Owner: Joel Connolly, Staff: Cayman Reynolds, Case # 2026-047) 

 
7. ITEMS OF BUSINESS & MISCELLANEOUS 

(None) 
 

8. PLATTING STAFF & OFFICER COMMENTS 
A. Adjudicatory (If needed) 

o Definition:  Law. To hear and settle an issue or a question regarding code. 
B. Upcoming Platting Board Agenda Items (Staff: Tyler Young & Clerk: Kayla Smith) 

 June 18, 2026, Platting Board Meeting, we have 3 cases to be heard.  
o Khang Estates 
o Lillians Landing 
o Tenakee Cove 
 

9. BOARD COMMENTS 
 
10. ADJOURNMENT 
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MATANUSKA-SUSITNA BOROUGH REGULAR MEETING 
PLATTING BOARD MINUTES May 21, 2026 

Platting Board Meeting Minutes May 21, 2026 Page 1 of 5 

The regular meeting of the Matanuska-Susitna Borough Platting Board was held on May 21, 2026, 
at the Matanuska-Susitna Borough 350 E Dahlia Ave, Palmer, Alaska.  Chair Traxler called the 
Meeting to order at 1:00 p.m. 

1. CALL TO ORDER

A. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF QUORUM (by Administrative Specialist)
Platting Board members present and establishing a quorum:

Mr. Chris Chiavetta, District Seat #1 
Mr. Michael Liebing, District Seat #2 
Mr. Michael Gillson, District Seat #3 
Mr. Reggie Carney, District Seat #4 
Ms. Michelle Traxler, District Seat #5 
Ms. Karla McBride, Alternate A 

Platting Board members absent and excused were: 
Mr. Steve Kevan, District seat #6 
Vacant, District seat #7 
Mr. Igor Galloway, Alternate B  

Platting Board members absent were: 

Staff in attendance: 
Mr. Tyler Young, Platting Officer 
Ms. Kayla Smith, Platting Board Clerk 
Mr. Matthew Goddard, Platting Technician 
Mr. Chris Curlin, Platting Technician 
Mr. Cayman Reynolds, Platting Technician 

B. THE PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
Platting Member McBride led the pledge of allegiance.

C. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA
Chair Traxler inquired if there were any changes to the agenda.

Platting Officer Tyler Young stated that the petitioner’s representative sent in a written request to 
strike item 6A from the Agenda, Wells Troutman Cutler Variance. 

MOTION: Platting Member Liebing made motion to strike item 6A from the Agenda. 
Platting Member McBride seconded. 

VOTE: The Agenda was approved as amended unanimously. 

2. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

DRAFT
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 May 7, 2026 
 
MOTION: Platting Member Liebing made motion to approve the Minutes presented. 

Platting Member McBride seconded. 
 
VOTE:  The Minutes were approved unanimously.  

 
3. AUDIENCE PARTICIPATION & PRESENTATIONS  

PERSONS TO BE HEARD (Three minutes per person for items not scheduled for public 
hearing) 
(None) 
 
 

4. UNFINISHED BUSINESS  
(None) 

 
 
5.   RECONSIDERATIONS/APPEALS 

(None) 
 
 

6.   PUBLIC HEARINGS 
A. ASLS 2019-69: The request is to vacate the existing public use easement and dedicate 

right-of-way following the existing E Hillside Drive and to create 2 lots from Parcel A3 
(S ½ NE ¼ & SE ¼), to be known as ASLS 2019-69, containing 238.39 acres +/-. The 
property is located east of S Talkeetna-Spur, north of E. Hillside Drive, and directly west 
of S Mt Hunter Drive (Tax ID #24N04W04A003); within the E ½  Section 04, Township 
24 North, Range 04 West, Seward Meridian, Alaska.  In Community Council #12 Susitna 
and in Assembly District #7. (Petitioner/Owner: State of Alaska DNR, Staff: Matthew 
Goddard, Case # 2026-031) 

 
Chair Traxler read the statement regarding Ex-Parte & Interest on quasi-judicial action into the 
record. 
 
Kayla Smith provided the mailing report: 

 Stating that 60 public hearing notices were mailed out on April 28, 2026. 
 

Staff gave an overview of the case: 
 Staff recommends continuation to June 18th 2026 Platting Board Hearing. 

 
Chair Traxler invited the petitioner/petitioner’s representative to give an overview. 
 
The petitioner/petitioner’s representative was not present. 
 
Chair Traxler opened the public hearing for public testimony, 
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There being no one to be heard Chair Traxler left the public hearing open and  
invited the petitioner and/or the petitioner’s representative to further discuss and answer any 
questions from the Board. 
 
The petitioner’s representative was not present. 
 
 
MOTION:  Platting Member Liebing made a motion to continue the preliminary plat of 

ASLS 2019-69 to June 18th, 2026. Platting Member Gillson seconded the 
motion. 

 
VOTE:                        The motion passed without objection. 
 
 

B. ASLS 79-109 BARTLETT HILLS RSB Tr 30: The request is to create 4 lots from 
Tract 30, asls No 79-109, Bartlett Hills, Plat #87-29, to be known as Tracts 30A, 30B, 
30C, & 30D, containing 257.7 acres +/-. The petitioner is requesting a variance from 
43.20.140 Physical Access. The property is located north and west of Montana Creek, 
east of S Talkeetna Spur, and north of E Yoder Road (Tax ID #1896000T030); within 
section 11 and the SW ¼ Section 02, Township 24 North, Range 04 West, Seward 
Meridian, Alaska.  In Community Council #12 Susitna and in Assembly District #7. 
(Petitioner/Owner: Harley Hightower, Staff: Matthew Goddard, Case # 2026-034) 

 
Chair Traxler read the statement regarding Ex-Parte & Interest on quasi-judicial action into the 
record. 
 
Kayla Smith provided the mailing report: 

 Stating that 10 public hearing notices were mailed out on April 28, 2026. 
 

Staff gave an overview of the case: 
 Staff recommends approval with 8 conditions and 11 findings of facts. 

 
Chair Traxler invited the petitioner/petitioner’s representative to speak. 
 
Petitioner’s representative Dan Bush spoke. 
 
Platting Member Liebing and Gillson had questions. 
 
Chair Traxler opened the public hearing for public testimony, 

 
There being no one to be heard Chair Traxler closed the public hearing and  
invited the petitioner and/or the petitioner’s representative to further discuss and answer any 
questions from the Board. 
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The petitioner’s representative chose not to speak. 
 
Discussion ensued. 
 
MOTION:  Platting Member Liebing made a motion to approve the preliminary plat of 

ASLS 79-109 Bartlett Hills RSB Tr 30. with variance approval Platting 
Member Chiavetta seconded the motion. 

 
VOTE:                        The motion passed without objection. 
 
 

C. SETTLERS BAY UNIT No 11: The request is to create 5 lots from Tract E, Plat # 77-
17, (Tax ID: 6612000T00E), to be known as Settlers Bay Unit No. 11, containing 3.06 
acres +/-. The property is located south of South Knik Goose Bay Road, directly east of 
South Settlers Bay Drive, and west of South Roosevelt Drive; within the NW ¼ Section 
03, Township 16 North, Range 02 West, Seward Meridian, Alaska. In the Knik-Fairview 
Community Council and in Assembly District #3. (Petitioner/Owner: Premier Home, 
LLC, Staff: Cayman Reynolds, Case # 2026-042) 

 
Chair Traxler read the statement regarding Ex-Parte & Interest on quasi-judicial action into the 
record. 
 
Kayla Smith provided the mailing report: 

 Stating that 593 public hearing notices were mailed out on April 28, 2026. 
 

Staff gave an overview of the case: 
 Staff recommends approval with 10 conditions and 6 findings of facts. 

 
Chair Traxler invited the petitioner/petitioner’s representative to speak. 
 
The petitioner/petitioner’s was not present. 
 
Chair Traxler opened the public hearing for public testimony, 
The following persons spoke: 

 Doug Wilber 
 Mary Wilber 

 
There being no one else to be heard Chair Traxler closed the public hearing and  
invited the petitioner and/or the petitioner’s representative to further discuss and answer any 
questions from the Board. 
 
The petitioner/petitioner’s representative was not present. 
 
MOTION:  Platting Member Chiavetta made a motion to approve the preliminary plat 

of Settlers Bay Unit No 11. Platting Member Liebing seconded the motion. 
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VOTE:                        The motion passed without objection. 
 
 
 
7.    ITEMS OF BUSINESS & MISCELLANEOUS 
      (None) 
 
 
8.    PLATTING STAFF & OFFICER COMMENTS 

A. Adjudicatory (if needed) 
B. Upcoming Platting Board Agenda Items 
Platting Clerk, Kayla Smith informed the board of upcoming items: 

o There is 2 cases and a resolution scheduled for June 4, 2026 Platting Board. 
o Irons in the Fire Crest 
o Connolly Homestead 
 

  
9.    BOARD COMMENTS. 

 Platting Member Liebing – I know that it was mentioned some time ago that there maybe 
a conflict with you attending the next meeting, is that settled yet? 

 
 Platting Member Traxler – As long as the plane lands when its supposed to Ill be fine. I 

will let you know if I don’t make it.  
 
 10.  ADJOURNMENT 
 With no further business to come before the Platting Board, Chair Traxler adjourned the                         
meeting at 1:41 PM.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
 MICHELLE TRAXLER 
 Platting Board Chair 
ATTEST: 
 
 
  
______________________________ 
KAYLA SMITH  
Platting Board Clerk 
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STAFF REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATIONS 

PUBLIC HEARING 

JUNE 4, 2026 

PRELIMINARY PLAT: CONNOLLY HOMESTEAD 

LEGAL DESCRIPTION: SEC 01, Tl 7N, R05W, SEW ARD MERIDIAN AK 

PETITIONERS: JOEL CONNOLLY 

SURVEYOR/ENGINEER: BULL MOOSE SURVEYING 

ACRES: 144.92 ± 

REVIEWED BY: 

PARCELS: 7 

CAYMAN REYNOLDS CASE #: 2026-04 7 

REQUEST: The request is to create 7 tracts from Parcel U04638000L06, to be known as CONNOLLY 
HOMESTEAD, containing 144.92 acres +/-. The property is located directly east of Delyndia Lake, 
directly west of Butterfly Lake, and west of West Parks Highway (Tax ID #U04638000L06); within the 
NW ¼ Section 01, Township 17 North, Range 05 West, Seward Meridian, Alaska. In the Big Lake 
Community Council and in Assembly District #5. 

SUPPORTING DOCUMETATION: 
Vicinity Map and Aerial Photos 
Topographic Narrative 
Proof of Navigability 

AGENCY COMMENTS 
MSB Pre-design & Engineering 
Alaska Department of Fish & Game 
Utilities 

EXHIBITS: 

EXHIBIT A- 4 pgs 
EXHIBIT B - 2 pgs 
EXHIBIT C - 4 pgs 

EXHIBIT D - 1 pg 
EXHIBIT E - 1 pg 
EXHIBIT F - 1 pg 

DISCUSSION: The property is located directly east of Delyndia Lake, directly west of Butterfly Lake, and 
west of West Parks Highway. Petitioner will be creating seven tracts, ranging in size from 14.13 acres to 
24.20 acres. Access is through Butterfly Lake for Tracts B, C, E and G, and Delyndia Lake for Tracts A, D, 
andF. 

Access: Legal and physical access to the proposed lots are required pursuant to MSB 43.20.100 Access 
Required, MSB 43.20.120 Legal Access and MSB 43.20.140 Physical Access. Access requirements are 
already met. See exhibit C. 

Topographic Narrative: A Topographic Narrative was submitted (Exhibit B), pursuant to MSB 
43.20.281 (A). Robert Hoffman, PLS, notes no lots have slopes exceeding 7% except for a 20% slope in the 
northeast corner of proposed Tract A. Tract A has a well and structures, with the remaining area in all 

Connolly Homestead 

2026-04 7 06/04/2026 
Page 1 of2 
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